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Welcome. 

Joy and wonder are crucial to our existence. As I and 
many other people have said, it is the role of the artist 
to make us think, to lift us up and give us a chance to 
escape, to say things words can’t. William Parker, a brilliant 
and prolific jazz artist with whom we have collaborated 
with a couple of times, once said to me — artists are like 
trees — we bring oxygen to the world. 

So here is some oxygen for you, some shelter from the 
storm, some light, some LIFE. I hope this party can bring 
you some joy and make you laugh. I wanted to make 
something beautiful and strange, fun and funny, groovy 
and surreal, transformative and bewitching, and I think  
I have, I think we have. 

Making this kind of art takes a village, and the village  
that has made this party is incredible. The music sets the 
vibe and Carsten Rubeling (composer and music director) 
along with André, Luis and Jeff have created a VIBE.  
The environment or set by Scott Reid gives us a PLACE. 
Inspired by 1930s art deco/ the jazz age/surrealism 
Scott puts us in this house that gets a little wilder after 
intermission. This PLACE is nothing without lighting, and 
Brian MacNeil uses light like a paintbrush and can 
transform the stage in a fraction of a second, or so slowly 
that we don’t even realize a change is happening.  
The costumes finish the LOOK and Hannah Fisher was 
ready to PLAY. She has made the most incredible 
costumes for the dancers. And the dancers, as always 
are extraordinary, they are down to try almost anything, 
and beyond capable of making my ideas come to life, 
regardless of whether they are fully baked or not. Then 
there is the incredible production team, the marketing 
team, the staff of DJD… it sounds like many people, but 
really we are a small and mighty village. 

And now we welcome you to the village. Watching  
live performance is different than watching a screen.  
This energy, this experience, this moment that we get  
to share, is fleeting, urgent, and only for us, now. It’s live, 
and it is jazz, so it is truly different every night. I know 
tonight will be special. Take a deep breath and settle in,  
it’s Party Time.

Enjoy the show,

Welcome to Party Time! It’s finally 
spring and we’re more than ready 
to shake off the winter blues and 
have some fun.

As Kim says in her message, it 
takes a village to make this kind 
of show. She has thanked all the 
folks on the inside who have made 
tonight possible, and I’d like to 
extend our gratitude to everyone 
else who has contributed to 
bringing this party to life.

We appreciate the government 
funders — the Canada Council for 
the Arts, the Alberta Foundation 
for the Arts, and The City of 
Calgary through Calgary Arts 
Development. We applaud our 
media sponsors Global TV and QR 
Calgary, and thank our corporate 
sponsor Mawer. Gratitude goes 
to Jazz Roots members, individual 
donors, our board of directors, 
and all our volunteers.

We are excited to share this fun 
experience with you. If you can 
think of others who would enjoy 
Party Time, please tell them about 
the show and help fill our house 
with party goers. 

Speaking of parties, don’t miss 
out on the Black & White Ball on 
June 1st where you are the life of 
the party. Check out the ad on 
page 6. 

Message from the Artistic Director, 

Kimberley Cooper

Message from  
the Executive Director, 

Kathi Sundstrom

Kimberley Cooper, Artistic Director Kathi Sundstrom, Executive Director
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THYS ARMSTRONG DANCER
Hailing from Vancouver, Thys began dancing at RNB Dance & Theatre Arts with 
teachers Charmaine Nobes, Haley Walker, and Vicki View, among others. Thys has 
danced with Coastal City Ballet, under the direction of Li Yaming and Katie Bois, 
Ottawa Rhythm Initiative, and 3120Dance Collective Amsterdam. He has had the 
pleasure of performing works by Brandi Coleman, Lisa La Touche, Melanie George, 
Ben Stevenson, and Wen Wei Wang. Thys is featured in Centre Stage: On Pointe 
(film) and Unreal! (TV). He is thrilled to continue his journey into the world of jazz in  
his third season with DJD. 

KIMBERLEY COOPER ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Kimberley Cooper is the Artistic Director of Decidedly Jazz Danceworks (DJD). She has  
been with DJD since 1989; as a dancer (1989-2013), Resident Choreographer/
Artistic Associate (2002-2013), and Artistic Director since 2013. She was named 
Emerging Artist of the Year by Alberta Dance Alliance (2002). Since then, she 
has created over 20 full-length works for DJD. DJD made its debut performance 
at Jacob’s Pillow with her piece Family of Jazz (2023). Kimberley has also created 
numerous shorter pieces for DJD, and many independent works, including 

remounts and/or commissions at University of Calgary (1996), SUNY Potsdam NY (2006) Western 
Michigan University in Kalamazoo (2023), Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas (2023), and 
Salve Regina University in Newport, RI (2023). During the pandemic, she created a series of eight 
short films with DJD under the umbrella title suspending disbelief. The first in the series premiered at 
the Dance on Camera Festival at Lincoln Center in New York City (2024). Kimberley served as Artist 
in Residence during Calgary’s year as Cultural Capital of Canada (2012), and with Fall for Dance 
North in Toronto (2020-2022). She was awarded Dance Victoria’s Crystal Dance Prize (2015) for 
research in Brazil. She has contributed chapters to the books City of Animals, University of Calgary’s 
Humanities Department (2017) and Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist Aesthetics and Equity in the 
Twenty First Century, University Press of Florida (2022).

SHAHRZAD AHMADI DANCER
Originally from BC, Shahrzad Ahmadi graduated with a BA (Hons) from the 
University of Kent and Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance in 
London, England. In the UK, she danced with Rambert Dance Company as well 
as various independent artists before moving back to Vancouver where she 
performed with artists such as Amber Funk Barton, Heather Laura Grey, Peter 
Bingham, Jennifer Mascall, and Judith Marcuse. Shahrzad has also performed 
in major and independent films, danced, choreographed and been assistant 

choreographer for compositions that have toured internationally, presented at academy 
qualifying film festivals, as well as the up-coming 2024 Paris Olympics.

CARSTEN RUBELING  
MUSICAL DIRECTOR, KEYS, TROMBONE 
Carsten Rubeling is one of Canada’s most active and dynamic trombonists and 
composers. Originally from Rocky Mountain House, Carsten performs a wide array 
of styles from jazz and classical music to salsa, hip-hop and nearly everything 
in between. His recorded works as a leader include VOLK//PEOPLE (2019) and 
Headwaters (2022), both on Inner Ocean Records. After last year’s Nervous Systems, 
this is Carsten’s second outing working as composer and musical director at DJD. 

Carsten has performed and/or recorded with such artists as Sean Jones, Ingrid Jensen, Seamus 
Blake, Gil Goldstein, Brian Lynch, Brad Turner, David Braid, Nick Fraser, Laila Biali, Jens Lindemann, 
the Foothills Brass, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Jann Arden and Weird Al. 
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SABRINA NAZ COMANESCU DANCER
Sabrina Naz Comanescu has helped cultivate the Calgary dance scene for over 
a decade as a performer, choreographer, filmmaker, dance instructor, volunteer 
and as the Artistic Associate for the Diversity Performing Arts Club of Calgary. She 
has worked with Machel Montano, House of Dangerkat, Headly, The Hifi Club and 
has opened for international acts such as Pop Caan, Sean Paul and Kes The Band. 
She is a 2015 Black Gold Award recipient for best dance act of the year and the 
2017 Alberta Foundation of the Arts Young Artist Prize winner. She is thrilled to be 
dancing in her 9th season this year!

MARA LIAO ESNARD DANCER
Rooted in Cuba, Mara Liao Esnard is an educator, dancer, and choreographer 
who graduated from the National Ballet School in Havana. Through her time in 
YYC she has participated in several diverse festivals and collaborative works. 
Her passion and curiosity for jazz dance and music led her to immerse herself in 
DJD’s Training Program for two seasons. This is Mara’s third season with the dance 
company, she’s thrilled and very excited for the season ahead. Mara is inspired to 
dig deeper into her mixed-race identities and discover how all these backgrounds 
influence her artistry.

CATHERINE HAYWARD DANCER
Catherine Hayward graduated from the Toronto Metropolitan University dance 
program, earning a BFA with Honours and has been a dancer with the DJD 
professional company since 2007. Catherine was the Artistic Director of DJD’s dancer-
choreographed shows Velocity (2017) and Borderland (2015). In 2023 she produced 
Generations, a mixed-bill contemporary dance production, which included her 
choreography The Suit, and the same year made her first contemporary dance short 
film Everybody’s Heading for the Exit with filmmakers Eric Pauls and Michael Janke. 

Other past works include Don’t Wake the Lions (2021) a full-evening jazz work in Halifax; Bodied 
Indivisible (2020) with Shayne Johnson; form, act, cease, ensue (2017) in collaboration with musician 
Jeremy Gignoux, and Tethered (2016) a musical composition by Rubim de Toledo. Catherine 
completed five seasons as a choreographer with Alberta Dance Theatre for Young People, has 
25 years of teaching experience, and continues mentoring dancers in DJD’s recreational school, 
Professional Training Program and Youth Training Program.

HANNAH FISHER COSTUME DESIGNER
Hannah Fisher is a Prairie designer, visual storyteller and creator whose work spans 
performance mediums like dance, circus, drag and theatre. Heavily influenced by 
nature, memoir writing, the idea of smallness, “street” and the residual grit of body 
and memory, her work explores the sensibilities between colour, texture and form. 
Hannah’s artistic voice grew from a background of visual art at Emily Carr University 
of Art and Design (2016) and the National Theatre School of Canada (2019) 
Costume and Set Design program.

˘
˘

JEFF GAMMON BASS
Jeff Gammon is a Canadian bassist, composer and educator. He was a sought-after 
musician in the Vancouver music scene for over 10 years, playing with well-known 
creatives such as Dave Sikula, Brad Turner, Steve Kaldestad, Paul Pigat, The Sojourners 
and Hugh Fraser among others. Jeff has also been the recipient of many awards 
including Most Improved Musician at Mount Royal University, and the Linton Garner 
and MusiCounts Scholarships while completing his BMus at Capilano University. 
He currently resides in Calgary and is a member of Only A Visitor, Last Ark Out, 
Salience Network and the Itamar Erez Group.
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BRIAN MACNEIL LIGHTING DESIGNER
Brian has served as a lighting designer and technical director for dance and 
theatre productions including festivals and touring. The Brian Webb Dance 
Company introduced him to Elaine Bowman, developing into a relationship with 
Dancers’ Studio West exposing him to many local and abroad performance artists. 
Favourite productions include Theatre Encounter’s Caligula, Waiting for Godot, and 
Medea. Past productions for DJD include New Universe, Juliet & Romeo, Modern 
Vaudevillians, MIMIC, Better Get Hit in Your Soul, suspending disbelief, Family of 
Jazz and Nervous Systems.

MARCIA LIBER STAGE MANAGER
Marcia Liber is happy to be back for her seventh season with Decidedly Jazz 
Danceworks. Previous DJD Stage Management credits include Olio, Nervous 
Systems, Old/New/Borrowed/Blue, Family of Jazz, AMPLIFIED, suspending disbelief, 
Juliet & Romeo (2019/20), Better Get Hit in Your Soul (2019), Lovestruck, Mimic and 
Velocity. When not working with DJD, she is a freelance stage and production 
manager, and can be found working on anything from puppet shows to classical 
music competitions. She would like to thank her parents for their continued support. 
Enjoy the show!

KAJA IRWIN DANCER
Kaja Irwin is a Winnipeg-born dancer, choreographer and dance educator. Deciding 
to pursue a career in dance after completing her B.A. in Political Science, Kaja studied 
in the Professional Training Program at DJD, developing her love of both jazz and the 
Calgary dance community. Kaja loves to explore movement and collaborations across 
art forms, including mask, puppetry, clown, and character work, as well as collaborating 
with Calgary jazz musicians developing improvised pieces for the stage. Kaja is excited 
and dedicated to digging deeper and exploring the jazz art form and feels honoured 
to be back for her ninth season performing with Decidedly Jazz Danceworks.

SHEMAR HERBERT APPRENTICE DANCER 
Shemar Herbert was born in Calgary and is of Jamaican and Nevisian heritage. 
Growing up in a musical environment, Shemar’s love for music is what first sparked 
his love for dancing. Shemar began training in myriad street dance styles including 
but not limited to: Afro House, Locking, Hip Hop, Popping and Dancehall. Shemar 
will continue to expand on his own choreographic endeavours and forms of artistic 
expression, while ensuring further exploration of his love for dance. Alongside 
fostering his own artistic identity, Shemar vows to pay homage to the cultures that 
have historically paved the way for the future generations.

NATASHA KORNEY NARRATOR
Natasha Korney began pursuing dance at the age of 13, specifically in the styles of 
Hip-Hop, Jazz, Modern, Contemporary and African Dance. As part of her training, 
she spent two years in the Professional Training Program at the School of Decidedly 
Jazz, performing in the annual show, Footprints. In 2010, she commenced a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree, specializing in Contemporary dance at the University 
of Calgary, and took part in performances such as, Mainstage, Why Dance 3D 
and other productions. After 10 seasons, Natasha has taken a leave of absence 

to pursue a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology. Though she will not be dancing this year, she 
enjoys the opportunity to continue the spirit of jazz as the narrator. 
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SCOTT REID SET DESIGNER 
Scott is happy to be back at DJD for Party Time. Some selected set design credits 
for DJD are Lovestruck, Spontaneous Combustion, Wilds, Perched on the Edge of a 
Quarter Note, Longing for the Invisible and Evanescence. Other selected design credits 
include Botero, Fumbling Towards Ecstasy, Requiem (Alberta Ballet); The Black Bonspiel 
of Wullie MacCrimmon, Disgraced, East of Berlin, Half Life (ATP); A Christmas Carol,  
The Mousetrap, A Raisin in the Sun (Theatre Calgary); Macbeth, Little Women (Calgary 
Opera); The Cunning Little Vixen, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (The Banff Centre), 
and Misery, Clue, and Murder on the Orient Express (Vertigo). scottreiddesign.com

SIMEON PETERS DANCER
Born in Trinidad and Tobago, Simeon Peters is a 29-year-old aspiring ethnographer. 
His training focuses on the Afro-centric aesthetic, specifically West African movement,  
and his native country’s folk dances. He holds a performing arts degree from the 
Academy of Performing Arts (Trinidad and Tobago) and an associate certificate 
from the Beijing Dance Academy in the People’s Republic of China. He has spent 
years researching and collecting data in hopes of contributing to the retention of 
the traditional folklore practices in Trinidad and Tobago. Simeon was selected in 

2022 to be a part of DJD after their first ever audition in Trinidad. He is elated to be developing his 
relationship with jazz and Calgary artists. Simeon aims to bring more awareness of Trinidad and 
Tobago folklore to Calgary and by extension Canada. 

ANDRÉ WICKENHEISER TRUMPET
André Wickenheiser began his musical studies at Mount Royal University where 
he completed an Artist Diploma in jazz performance. From there, he went on to 
finish both a Bachelors Degree, and Masters Degree in jazz performance at McGill 
University in Montreal. André is a busy educator, composer/arranger, and freelance 
musician performing regularly in many local groups. He is on the music faculty at 
Ambrose University, the Mount Royal Conservatory, and the University of Calgary. 
André has performed with artists and groups including Laila Biali, Jens Lindemann, 
the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Canadian National Jazz Orchestra.

LUIS ‘EL PANA’ TOVAR DRUMS
Venezuelan musician Luis Tovar, a Juno Award nominee, has left a mark on Alberta’s 
music scene for over 18 years. Whether leading “Distrito Salsa” or collaborating 
with other international artists, he infuses the stage with a unique combination of 
energy and positive dynamics. With 25 years of experience, he’s a force in local 
groups such as Esteban Herrera Quintet, Montuno West, Perpie Nwa Olisa, and 
DJD. Currently recording Latin and Venezuelan Caribbean jazz albums, he aims 
not only to entertain but also to unify communities through his music. Collaborating 

with international artists like Oscar D León, Tovar epitomizes versatility and dedication to musical 
exploration while mentoring the next generation of musicians.
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PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING 
PROGRAM (PTP)
The PTP is an 8-month program designed 
for dancers who feel a passion for 
both jazz and the work of DJD. It was 
developed to train dancers in the DJD 
style, introduce them to the rich history 
of jazz music and dance, develop their 
ear for jazz music, and discover the joy 
of jazz improvisation. Bridging the gap 
between student and professional, the 
PTP encourages dancers to explore 
their own personal expression, to strive 
for excellence, and to attain their full 
potential as dance artists. 

Through a national audition process we 
accept 10 to 15 students each year from 
across Canada. 

For more information, contact  
Program Director Ingrid Díaz Céspedes 
at idiaz@decidedlyjazz.com

for their ongoing support  
of emerging artists in our 
community and beyond!

DJD thanks

The Black & 
White Ball
JUNE 1, 2024 | 8 P.M.

At the Crystal Ballroom in the  
Fairmont Palliser Hotel.

Dance the night away to live music  
by Penguins on Broadway.

	 $100	EARLY BIRD PRICING 
		  UNTIL MAY 1

	 $130	REGULAR

	$1,200 RESERVED TABLE OF 8

SPONSORED BY

PHOTO TRUDIE LEE

For tickets, visit  
decidedlyjazz.com
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18 MAY - 
16 JUNE

CALGARY.COM

THEATRE

TICKETS AT
$39

This production is made possible by the generous 
support of the Al Osten & Buddy Victor Legacy Fund.

PROGRAM PARTNERS

EVENT SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

MEDIA SPONSORS ARTS IN EDUCATION
JAZZ ROOTS 

CLUB PARTNEROPENING NIGHT PARTNERS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SUMMER 2023  
TOUR SUPPORTERS

Anonymous 
Donor
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Kimberley Cooper 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kathi Sundstrom 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CO-FOUNDERS
Vicki Adams Willis 
FOUNDER IN RESIDENCE

Michèle Moss

Hannah Stilwell

ARTISTIC
Laura Kleiner 
ARTISTIC ASSISTANT

DANCERS
Shahrzad Ahmadi

Thys Armstrong

Cassandra Bowerman ON LEAVE 

Sabrina Naz Comanescu 

Catherine Hayward 

Kaja Irwin

Mara Liao Esnard

Simeon Peters

Shemar Herbert APPRENTICE

ADMINISTRATION 
Jasmine Almaguer Sheldrick 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT &  
BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR

Miranda Botto 
MARKETING ASSOCIATE

Heather Close 
DEVELOPMENT &  
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE 

Chantal Snodgrass 
VENUE SERVICES MANAGER &  
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

PRODUCTION
Arielle Bergeron  
HOUSE TECHNICIAN

Sarah Minor 
PRODUCTION MANAGER

FRONT OF HOUSE 
Kate Middleton 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Jocelyn Mah 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Paige Wichers  
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

DJD SCHOOL
Kirstin Anderson 
DANCE CENTRE & MARKETING MANAGER

Joanne Baker 
ARTISTIC OUTREACH ASSOCIATE

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes 
DANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL & PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Jamie Freeman Cormack 
FOUNDING PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Leanne Kidd 
YOUTH TRAINING PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Billie Mellor 
ASSISTANT DANCE CENTRE MANAGER 

DANCE SCHOOL 
RECEPTIONISTS
Morgan Arthurson

Chantel Broderick

Isabelle Carcamo

Annalise Grammacione

Yulia Kelemen

Jocelyn Mah

Kayla MacKenzie

Shandie Ta

Paige Wichers

Emily Williams

2023-2024 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kim Wiggins 
CHAIR 
ERNST & YOUNG LLP.

Meghan Vallance Morin 
VICE-CHAIR 
MARK’S

Ann Mallory 
SECRETARY 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Margaret Souleles 
TREASURER 
INTERNATIONAL FRONTIER RESOURCES

Jina Abells Morissette 
PAST CHAIR 
RUSSELL REYNOLDS ASSOCIATES

Fiana Bakshan 
TENARIS

Talia Bell 
YWCA

Taylor Brown 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Sue Han 
FRANK ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS

Susan Scullion 
ICM INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT INC.

Caroline Wroblewski 
TRANSALTA

COMPANY INSTRUCTORS
JAZZ

Vicki Adams Willis

Kimberley Cooper

Jamie Freeman Cormack

Laura Kleiner

Deanne Walsh

CUBAN MODERN

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

IMPROVISATION

Vicki Adams Willis

AFRICAN 

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

Deanne Walsh

AFRO-CUBAN

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

YOGA

Passage Studios

FITNESS

The Academy 
POWERED BY  
HEAVENS ELEVATED FITNESS

Sandro Rajic 
KVK ATHLETICS

ACCOMPANIST

Trudy Hipwell & Ensemble

CONSULTING 
PROFESSIONALS 
Terry Gilbert

Dr. Mike Good 
CORE HEALTH CENTRE 	

Anita Huynh 
BOOKKEEPER

Trudie Lee Photography

Catherine McAteer 
CONFLUENCE LAW

Helen Moore-Parkhouse 
MARKETING

Derrick Needham 
KISMET SOLUTIONS 

Terra Plum 
PULSE PHYSIOTHERAPY

Sarah Rogers 
TOURING AGENT 

Hugh Saunders 
LIFEMARK PHYSIOTHERAPY SPRINGBOROUGH

Karen Vouri 
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

˘
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PRODUCTION STAFF

	 PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Sarah Minor

	 TECHNICAL DIRECTOR	 Lowen Carlson

	 HEAD OF STAGE	 Kaidyn Hall

	 HEAD OF LIGHTING	 Arielle Bergeron

	 HEAD OF SOUND	 Dan Frerichs

	 HEAD OF WARDROBE	 Tawni Marie Evans

	 DRESSER 	Ghyslaine Leroy

	 STITCHERS	 Sarah Cameron 
		  Cristal Cherry-LeBel

	 SOUND EQUIPMENT	 Soundart Calgary

	 CREW	 John Limbrick

		  Graeme Janzen

		  Anna Morely

MARKETING

	 MARKETING CONSULTANT	 Helen Moore-Parkhouse

	 POSTER AND PROGRAM DESIGN	 Daniel Blais

	 PHOTOGRAPHY 	Trudie Lee Photography

	 ARCHIVAL/ 
	 PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS	 Noel Bégin

SPECIAL THANKS

Denise Clarke

Vertigo Theatre

Aspen Ridge Greenhouses

Shawn Soper

Fabric Depot
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STARRING
Dancers
Roshanak (adjective: shining, bright, noun: light, Persian female name).....................Shahrzad Ahmadi

Hugo Barry........................................................................................................ Thys Armstrong 

Shasta Lilium.................................................................................... Sabrina Naz Comanescu 

Fifi.................................................................................................................. Mara Liao Esnard

Zeus............................................................................................................Catherine Hayward 

David Kizzy Wisdom the 3rd..........................................................Shemar Herbert (Apprentice) 

Gloria/Rocky..............................................................................................................Kaja Irwin 

Leonardo.............................................................................................................Simeon Peters 

Musicians
Keys/Trombone..............................................................................................Carsten Rubeling

Bass......................................................................................................................Jeff Gammon

Drums/Percussion....................................................................................... Luis ‘El Pana’ Tovar

Trumpet..................................................................................................... André Wickenheiser

Narrator.......................................................................................................Natasha Korney

Stage Manager.............................................................................................Marcia Liber

Artistic Assistant..........................................................................................Laura Kleiner

Artistic Director/Choreographer/Writer......................................................Kimberley Cooper

Musical Director/Composer.........................................................................Carsten Rubeling

Costume Design.................................................................................................Hannah Fisher

Lighting Design................................................................................................... Brian Macneil

Set Design..................................................................................................................Scott Reid

STARRING

˘
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PreludePrelude

Grand EntranceGrand Entrance

IntroductionsIntroductions

Libations and ConversationsLibations and Conversations

A Game of Cats and Dogs A Game of Cats and Dogs 

Lamp’s Lament/Gin Rummy in 5/4Lamp’s Lament/Gin Rummy in 5/4

Interstellar Line DanceInterstellar Line Dance

Courtship Courtship 

Puppet ShowPuppet Show

A Moment with DavidA Moment with David

Bearskin Rug DreamBearskin Rug Dream

Friends and Lovers/The RevealFriends and Lovers/The Reveal

ExposedExposed

Recap/The Saga of RoshanakRecap/The Saga of Roshanak

Wishful ThinkingWishful Thinking

LeonardoLeonardo

ShastaShasta

FifiFifi

DavidDavid

Gloria/RockyGloria/Rocky

HugoHugo

ZeusZeus

The Settling of AccountsThe Settling of Accounts

˘
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CASH DONATIONS
Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts 
directly enrich DJD’s ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form. Members of our Jazz Roots 
Club — a special donor club that offers opportunities to meet and mingle with other supporters 
and the dancers — are listed separately on page 13 of the program.

#1 RHYTHM CLUB  
$10,000+

The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

	 Anonymous

	 Calgary Foundation

	 Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 	
	 Foundation

	 Decidedly Jazz Danceworks 	
	 Endowment Fund at the 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 JKL MacLachlan Family Fund

	 RBC Foundation

BIG EASIES  
$5,000 – $9,999

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

	 Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP

	 Certus Developments Inc.

	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

	 ICM Asset Management

	 Mawer Investment  
	 Management Ltd.

	 Pyke Family Fund at  
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Rozsa Foundation 

BLUE NOTES  
$2,500 – $4,999

The flattened notes fundamental 
to blues — oriented jazz and the 
name of a famous record label.

	 Anonymous

●	Nancy Diep

	 Hotel Arts

	 West Creek Homes Ltd.

RUG CUTTERS  
$1,000 – $2,499

The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

●	Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation

	 Cresco Wealth Management

	 Tory Jackson

	 Solid Woodwork Ltd

●	Erin & Riley Waite

	 Garry Willis Memorial Fund at 	
	 the Calgary Foundation

BIG APPLES 
$500 – $999

A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

	 Anonymous

●	Judy & Steele Curry in memory of  
	 Catherine Brown 

	 Terry Gilbert

	 Newzones Gallery of  
	 Contemporary Art Fund at 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Western Canada Chinese Arts 	
	 and Culture Association

LINDY HOPPERS  
$250 – $499

The couples who improvise the 
heart-stopping dance that marked 
the height of the swing era.

	 Anonymous 

	 Dr. Sandra Adams 

●	Will Burton

	 Elisabeth Cole

●	Tracy Duncan

	 Peter Grant & Shelley Harrop-Grant

	 Janet Halls

●	Arlene H. Henry Law Corp.

	 Kevin Konynenbelt

	 Sheila & Sandy Navrady

●	The Chris Reimer Legacy Fund

●	Christina Siauw

	 Rodrigo R. Sousa

	 Paula Tyler

	 Karen Walker

FEET WARMERS 
$100 – $249

The affectionate name for the 
band (or dancers) keeping the 
dance floor hot.

	 Anonymous 

	 Jan Damery

	 Rubim & Sarisa de Toledo

	 The Donaldson Family

	 Barb English

	 Louise Feroze in honour of 	
	 Sibylle Feroze-Odlin

	 Beverley Fujino

	 Carol Green

	 Halpern-Solomon Fund at the 	
	 Jewish Community Foundation

	 Kirk & Darlene 

	 Cheryl Hayduk

●	Kyra Huntingford

	 Kadri & John Irwin

	 Corine Jansonius

	 Laura & Ken Kleiner

	 Marie Lychak

	 Jonathan & Laura Lytton

	 Sylvia Madder

	 Gayle McPhee

	 Gail & Veli Niinimaa

	 Douglas Powrie

	 Doreen Sandercock

	 David Severson

	 Gordon Tait

	 Emily Taylor

●	Odile Wall

We would also like to thank the numerous individuals who support 
us from $1-$99. To the best of our knowledge, this list reflects 
donations received from August 1, 2022 – March 31, 2024. Please 
call Heather Close at 403-228-8181 to make your gift or to advise 
us of any changes or omissions so we may correct our records. 

●	Supporter of  
Send a Kid to Camp

●	Supporter of  
Dancing Parkinson’s YYC

●	Supporter of  
Arts in Education
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The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting the vibrant spirit and artistic 
excellence of DJD. 

Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for people and companies that want to have a direct impact on  
the performances, artist development and community outreach that DJD is able to provide in 
Calgary and beyond. Members get to have direct relationships with our professional dancers,  
enjoy exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences, and become part of the legacy of DJD.

CURRENT DONORS
JAZZ ROYALTY 
$50,000+

Duke, Count, Queen, Lady, Empress 
and King, nicknames given to 
exceptional musicians as a result  
of their contributions to jazz. 

	 Anonymous

#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
$10,000 – 49,999)

The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

	 Valerie Seaman

	 C. A. Siebens

	 Glenn Sundstrom

BIG EASIES  
$5,000 – $9,999)

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

	 Anonymous

	 Jason & Jamie Cormack

	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

	 Darice Stern

	 Kathi Sundstrom

BLUE NOTES  
$2,500 – $4,999

The flattened notes fundamental  
to blues – oriented jazz and the 
name of a famous record label.

●	Virginia Dobson &  
	 Dale Huntingford

	 Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons

	 Osten-Victor Fund at  
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Garry & Ruth Ramsden Wood

RUG CUTTERS  
$1,000 – $2,499

The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, 30s and 40s.

	 Anonymous 

	 Maureen Armitage &  
	 Shane Matthews

	 Vicki Adams Willis

	 Susan Bennett & Carl Calantone

	 Grant Burns

	 Dr. Ted Busheikin & Catherine Ford

	 Rochelle Caron 

	 Kimberley Cooper

	 Rod Cooper

	 M.L. Rozsa de Coquet

	 David & Beverley Foy 

	 Sue Han

	 Nancy & Bill Hay Family Fund at 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Sandra Herd

	 Stephanie LeBaron

	 Jack McIvor

	 Barry McKinnon

	 Alan & Geri Moon

	 Carol D. Navickas in honour of 	
	 Edmund Navickas

	 Rowland Nichol

	 Gail O’Reilly

	 Susan Scullion

	 Nicole Shokoples

	 Chidinma Thompson

	 Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills

	 Kim Wiggins

	 Jody Wood & Quentin Pittman

BIG APPLES 
$500 – $999

A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

	 Anonymous

	 Jina Abells Morissette

	 Claire Auroi

	 Fiana Bakshan

	 Frances Behan

	 Talia Bell

	 Nolan & Carol Blades

	 Taylor Brown

	 Nancy & Rob Close 

	 Cheryl Cohen

	 Pam Corbett

	 Dr. Judith Dwarkin

	 Kathy Fidyk

	 Anne Flynn

	 Larissa & Paul Groch

	 Christy Hayne Terriff & Clark Terriff

	 Bonnie Laycock

	 Tricia Leadbeater

	 Susan Mackey

	 Brian P. Mahoney

	 Ann Mallory

	 Bill Matheson

	 Ryan McCaffrey

	 Diana Osler

	 Paul & Katie Pearlman

	 Betty Poulsen

	 Sharon Rubeling

	 Susan Ruf

	 Jean Simpson

	 Margaret Souleles

	 Ella Stuart

	 Colin Szopa

	 Dawn Tinling

	 Meghan Vallance-Morin

	 Jan A. Wittig  
	 Management Consulting 

	 Caroline Wroblewski

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES
	 Richardson Wealth

●	Supporter of  
Send a Kid to Camp

This list reflects donations received August 1, 2022 – March 31, 2024. To join the Jazz Roots Club or 
for more information, please contact Heather Close at 403-228-8181.

PROUD SPONSOR OF 
THE JAZZ ROOTS CLUB 
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TAKE A CLASS 
here at the stunning DJD Dance Centre

WITH 50+ DANCE  
CLASSES PER WEEK, 
FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH, 
WE HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE!


	2024 DJD Party Time PROGRAM COVER



