
January 18-28, 2024 at the DJD Dance Centre
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Welcome! 

DJD is an interesting mix of firsts and traditions. As jazz artists, 
we celebrate the history and traditions of the form, and we are 
constantly innovating, which is also a jazz tradition. We are 
creation based, which means a lot of firsts, Olio is no exception. 

First, a little history:

In 1993 Vicki Adams Willis, DJD’s founding Artistic Director and 
now Founder in Residence, began the tradition of the dancer 
choreographed show which, since 2000, has become a bi or 
tri annual occurrence. DJD is a rare in the world jazz dance 
company, finding like-minded jazz artists is tough, so, for the 
future of DJD, and for the future of jazz dance, investing in 
our dancers as choreographers has been important. 

After choreographing in many dancer choreographed 
shows (and having fruitful independent choreographic 
careers) company dancers Sabrina Naz Comanescu, 
Catherine Hayward and Kaja Irwin, for the first time in a 
DJD concert setting, have been invited to create new work 
with a composer and live music (dancer choreographed 
shows use recorded tunes). Jonathan McCaslin is that 
composer and band leader of this fabulous trio including 
Chris Tauchner (keys) and Jonathan Wielebnowski (bass) 
who are joining us for the first time. It’s also Jon’s first time 
as a DJD composer and musical director, although he has 
played for many DJD shows since 2011. 

It is a great pleasure to welcome Deanne Walsh back as 
a choreographer. Deanne danced in the company for 
many years and choreographed pieces in several dancer 
choreographed performances during that time. This is 
Deanne’s first live music DJD commission. 

You will see some other firsts in this performance tonight—
there are some pieces in this show that, for the first time ever, 
will be determined by you, as you will choose the musician, 
the theme, and/or the music for some improvisations that 
will be performed for the first, and only time ever. 

The name “Olio” came from old images of vaudeville, Olio 
was a common title for those variety shows, an olio was 
also the name for a short number that happened in front 
of the curtain while the set was being changed behind it. 
It can also be used for a stew, or a collection of things.  
It is the Italian word for olive oil, and apparently some jazz 
musicians used oleo as a slang for heroin. Oleo was also a 
brand of margarine and the name of a Sonny Rollins tune. 

Let me be the first to welcome you to our OLIO! It is a bit 
of a stew, a variety show, or better yet, a collection of firsts 
based in history and tradition. Enjoy!

Kimberley Cooper, Artistic Director

Welcome to Olio, an assortment 
of dance and music pieces 
created, shaped, designed  
and performed by an amazing 
group of talented jazz artists:  
9 dancers, 5 choreographers,  
3 musicians, and 2 designers. 
We are lucky to have such a high 
level of talent and skill in our city! 
It’s wonderful to be part of the 
High Performance Rodeo — both 
with Olio and with a show we are 
co-presenting from February 1-3:  
Vic’s Mix by Rubberband out 
of Montreal. We hope to see 
you back in our theatre for that 
beautiful production as well.

Just like it takes many ingredients 
to cook up a stew (olio) and many 
people to create an eclectic 
evening of dance, it also takes 
an enormous amount of support. 
We appreciate the government 
funders who provide operating 
and project support for our work 
and we are grateful to our faithful 
donors and sponsors.

Specifically, we thank the Canada 
Council for the Arts, the Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts, The City 
of Calgary through Calgary Arts 
Development, Global TV, QR Calgary,  
our corporate sponsors, Jazz Roots 
members, individual donors, board 
members and all of our volunteers.

If you enjoy tonight’s performance, 
please tell your friends. We’d love 
to give as many people as possible 
a taste of the amazing talent that’s 
here in Calgary. We hope to see 
you back here for Vic’s Mix in a 
few weeks and for our spring show 
Party Time from April 25 – May 12. 

Kathi Sundstrom

Message from the Artistic Director, 

Kimberley Cooper

Message from  
the Executive Director, 

Kathi Sundstrom
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Thys ArmstrongThys Armstrong Dancer
Hailing from Vancouver, Thys began dancing at RNB Dance & Theatre Arts with 
teachers Charmaine Nobes, Haley Walker, and Vicki View, among others. Thys has 
danced with Coastal City Ballet, under the direction of Li Yaming and Katie Bois, 
Ottawa Rhythm Initiative, and 3120Dance Collective Amsterdam. He has had the 
pleasure of performing works by Brandi Coleman, Lisa La Touche, Melanie George, 
Ben Stevenson, and Wen Wei Wang. Thys is featured in Centre Stage: On Pointe 
(film) and Unreal! (TV). Thys is thrilled to continue his journey into the world of jazz  

in his third season with DJD. 

Kimberley CooperKimberley Cooper Artistic Director, Choreographer
Kimberley is the Artistic Director of Decidedly Jazz Danceworks (DJD). She has  
been with DJD since 1989, as a dancer 1989-2013, Resident Choreographer/Artistic 
Associate 2002-2013, and Artistic Director since 2013. She was named Emerging 
Artist of the Year by Alberta Dance Alliance in 2002. Since then, she has created 
over 20 full-length works for DJD. DJD made its debut performance at Jacob’s Pillow 
with her piece, Family of Jazz in August 2023. Kimberley has also created numerous 
shorter pieces for DJD, and many independent works, including remounts and/

or commissions at University of Calgary (1996), SUNY Potsdam (Potsdam New York – 2006) Western 
Michigan University (Kalamazoo, Michigan – 2023), Southern Methodist University (Dallas, Texas –  
2023) Salve Regina University (Newport RI – 2023). During the pandemic, she created a series of 
eight short films with DJD under the umbrella title suspending disbelief, the first in the series will 
premiere at the Dance on Camera Festival at Lincoln Center in New York City in February 2024.  
She served as Artist in Residence during Calgary, Cultural Capital of Canada in 2012, and with  
Fall for Dance North (Toronto, Canada) from 2020-2022. Kimberley was awarded Dance Victoria’s 
Crystal Dance Prize in 2015 for research in Brazil. She has contributed chapters to the books City of 
Animals, (University of Calgary’s Humanities Department, 2017,) and Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist 
Aesthetics and Equity in the Twenty First Century (University Press of Florida, 2022).

Shahrzad AhmadiShahrzad Ahmadi Dancer
Originally from BC, Shahrzad graduated with a BA (Hons) from the University of  
Kent and Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance in London, England.  
In the UK, she danced with Rambert Dance Company as well as various independent  
artists before moving back to Vancouver where she performed with artists such  
as Amber Funk Barton, Heather Laura Grey, Peter Bingham, Jennifer Mascall, and 
Judith Marcuse. Shahrzad has also performed in major and independent films, 
danced, choreographed and been assistant choreographer for compositions 

that have toured internationally, presented at academy qualifying film festivals, as well as the 
upcoming 2024 Paris Olympics.

Jonathan McCaslinJonathan McCaslin Musical Director, Composer, Drums
Recognized as one of Western Canada’s leading jazz drummers and educators, Jon 
brings excitement, his passion for the jazz tradition and its future to the stage and to 
the classroom. Raised in Regina, Saskatchewan, and a graduate of McGill University 
he has also attended the Banff Centre as a resident artist. In 2012 he released his 
sophomore album Sunalta on the Cellar Live label and was nominated in 2013 for a 
Western Canadian Music Award. As a busy sideman he has also performed with such 
internationally recognized artists as Mulgrew Miller, Sheila Jordan, Brian Lynch, Jason 

Marsalis, Peter Bernstein, Sean Jones, PJ Perry and many others.  Dr. McCaslin completed his Doctorate 
through the University of Toronto in 2015, researching the conceptualization of contemporary melodic 
jazz drumming. He is the author of Four on the Floor one of the world’s most recognized on-line jazz 
drumming blogs. Jon has been collaborating and working with DJD since 2011 and is honoured to 
be the composer and musical director for Olio!

BiBiOGRAPHOGRAPHiiESES
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Sabrina Naz ComănescuSabrina Naz Comănescu Dancer, Choreographer
Sabrina has helped cultivate the Calgary dance scene for over a decade as 
a performer, choreographer, filmmaker, dance instructor, volunteer and as the 
Artistic Associate for the Diversity Performing Arts Club of Calgary. She has worked 
with Machel Montano, House of Dangerkat, Headly, The Hifi Club and has opened 
for international acts such as Pop Caan, Sean Paul and Kes The Band. She is a 2015 
Black Gold Award recipient for best dance act of the year and the 2017 Alberta 
Foundation of the Arts Young Artist Prize winner. She is thrilled to be dancing in her 

ninth season this year!

Cassandra BowermanCassandra Bowerman Dancer
Cassandra is a dance artist and educator from Stoney Creek, Ontario. After earning 
her BFA Honours in Dance from Toronto Metropolitan University (formerly Ryerson), 
she attended DJD’s Professional Training Program in 2015/16. In the GTA, Cassandra 
has choreographed a number of plays and dance pieces for the Hamilton Fringe, 
Toronto Fringe and Dusk Dances Hamilton Festivals. In Alberta, she has performed in 
Alberta Dance Festival, CrossCurrents, and with Project InTandem. Cassandra has a 
passion for rhythm, musicality and theatre and she is eager to deepen her study of 

jazz and its roots in her fifth season with the DJD company.

Mara Liao EsnardMara Liao Esnard Dancer
Rooted in Cuba, Mara is an educator, dancer, and choreographer who 
graduated from the National Ballet School in Havana. Through her time in YYC 
she has participated in several diverse festivals and collaborative works. Her 
passion and curiosity for jazz dance and music led her to immerse herself in DJD’s 
Professional Training Program for two seasons. This is Mara’s third season with the 
dance company, she’s thrilled and very excited for the season ahead. Mara is 
inspired to dig deeper into her mixed-race identities and discover how all these 

backgrounds influence her artistry.

Catherine HaywardCatherine Hayward Dancer, Choreographer
A graduate of the Toronto Metropolitan University dance program, Catherine 
has been dancing with DJD since 2007 and was Artistic Director of DJD’s dancer-
choreographed shows Velocity (2017) and Borderland (2015). In September, 
Catherine produced Generations, premiering her choreography The Suit, featuring 
Davida Monk and Jon McCaslin. In 2023, she completed a contemporary dance 
short film, Everybody’s Heading for the Exit, with filmmakers Eric Pauls and Michael 
Janke. In 2021, Catherine premiered Don’t Wake the Lions, a jazz work featuring 

live music by Tom Richards with Votive Dance (Halifax). She is co-artistic director of the Bodied 
Indivisible ensemble with Shayne Johnson and in 2020 they presented their debut production. 
Previous choreography includes form, act, cease, ensue in collaboration with musician Jeremy 
Gignoux (2017) and Tethered with Rubim de Toledo (2016). Catherine completed five seasons 
choreographing with Alberta Dance Theatre for Young People, has 25 years’ teaching experience, 
and continues mentoring dancers in DJD’s recreational school, Professional Training Program and 
Youth Training Program. 

Hannah FisherHannah Fisher Costume Designer
Hannah is a Prairie designer, visual storyteller and creator whose work spans 
performance mediums like dance, circus, drag and theatre. Heavily influenced by 
nature, memoir writing, the idea of smallness, “street” and the residual grit of body 
and memory, her work explores the sensibilities between colour, texture and form. 
Hannah’s artistic voice grew from a background of visual art at Emily Carr University 
of Art and Design (2016) and the National Theatre School of Canada (2019) 
Costume and Set Design program. She works as a freelance artist in both English 

and French, including on her own creation pieces.
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Marcia LiberMarcia Liber Stage Manager
Marcia is happy to be back for her seventh season with DJD. Previous DJD stage 
management credits include Nervous Systems, Old/New/Borrowed/Blue, Family of 
Jazz, AMPLIFIED, suspending disbelief, Juliet & Romeo (2019/20), Better Get Hit in 
Your Soul (2019), Lovestruck, Mimic and Velocity. When not working with DJD she is 
a freelance stage and production manager, and can be found working on anything 
from puppet shows to classical music competitions. She would like to thank her 
parents for their continued support. Enjoy the show!

Kaja IrwinKaja Irwin Dancer
Kaja is a Winnipeg-born dancer, choreographer, and dance educator. Deciding to 
pursue a career in dance after completing her B.A. in Political Science, Kaja studied 
in the Professional Training Program at DJD, developing her love of both jazz and 
the Calgary dance community. Kaja loves to explore movement and collaborations 
across art forms, including mask, puppetry, clown, and character work, as well as 
collaborating with Calgary jazz musicians developing improvised pieces for the 
stage. Kaja is excited and dedicated to digging deeper and exploring the jazz art 

form and feels honoured to be back for her ninth season performing with DJD.

Simeon PetersSimeon Peters Dancer
Born in Trinidad and Tobago, Simeon is a 29-year-old aspiring ethnographer. His 
training focuses on the Afro-centric aesthetic, specifically West African movement, 
and his native country’s folk dances. He holds a performing arts degree from the 
Academy of Performing Arts (Trinidad and Tobago) and an associate certificate 
from the Beijing Dance Academy in the People’s Republic of China. He has spent 
years researching and collecting data in hopes of contributing to the retention of 
the traditional folklore practices in Trinidad and Tobago. Simeon was selected in 

2022 to be a part of DJD after their first-ever audition in Trinidad.  He is elated to be developing his 
relationship with Jazz and Calgary artists. Simeon aims to bring more awareness of Trinidad and 
Tobago folklore to Calgary and by extension Canada. 

Shemar HerbertShemar Herbert Apprentice Dancer 
Shemar was born in Calgary and is of Jamaican and Nevisian heritage. Growing 
up in a musical environment, Shemar’s love for music is what first sparked his love 
for dancing. Shemar began training in a myriad of street dance styles including but 
not limited to: Afro House, Locking, Hip Hop, Popping and Dancehall. Shemar will 
continue to expand his own choreographic endeavours and forms of artistic 
expression, while ensuring further exploration of his love for dance. Alongside the 
fostering of his own artistic identity, Shemar vows to pay homage to the cultures that 

have historically paved the way for the future generations.

Steve IsomSteve Isom Lighting Designer
Steve is a Calgary based lighting designer for dance, theatre, ballet and opera.  
He studied design and theatre production at St. Lawrence College in Kingston Ontario 
(1976-1978) and Banff Centre (1979). His designs have been seen throughout Canada, 
the USA, Europe and for numerous Calgary and Edmonton dance and theatre 
companies. Steve’s designs include 12 seasons for Alberta Ballet and 30 years for 
University of Calgary’s Division of Dance. Designs completed in 2023 include Old/New/
Borrowed/Blue for DJD, Songs without Words for Davida Monk, MainStage Dance at  

U of C, Makambe Speaks for Ghost River Theatre, W&M2 for W&M Dance Projects, Windows, Black 
Holes, Helium for Marie France Forcier, Coppelia for Jeunesse Classique Ballet and Generations for 
Catherine Hayward.

BiBiOGRAPHOGRAPHiiESESBiBiOGRAPHOGRAPHiiESES
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Chris TauchnerChris Tauchner Piano
Montreal native Chris is a pianist, keyboardist, composer and educator who has been 
performing across North America for over 20 years. While his musical journey has provided 
the opportunity to play a wide array of styles, he has focused primarily on jazz, blues, 
funk, gospel, and electronic music. Chris has performed numerous times at festivals such 
as Canadian Music Week, North by Northeast and the Montreal International Jazz Festival, 
appeared on radio and television, and recorded four original albums that continue to 
receive international airplay. Chris has shared the stage with Canadian and international 

artists such as Oliver Jones, Ranee Lee, Jeri Brown, Dave Turner, Montreal Jubilation Gospel Choir, Lorraine 
Klaasen, Metalwood, Digable Planets, K’naan, and Lee Fields, among others.

Deanne WalshDeanne Walsh Choreographer
After completing her B.A. Dance degree with distinction from the University of Calgary, 
Deanne danced for eight seasons with DJD as a full-time company member. As a 
choreographer and independent performer, Deanne has created and presented 
work in Alberta, across Canada and internationally for over 20 years. Deanne has 
been the Artistic Director of Alberta Dance Theatre for Young People, Artistic Associate 
for DSW and forming member of DSW’s Dance Action Group. As an educator, Deanne 
held a role as Sessional Instructor at the University of Calgary in the SCPA’s Dance 

Division and the Faculty of Kinesiology, instructor for the DJD company, Professional Training Program 
and School of Decidedly Jazz, as well featured guest choreographer and instructor in schools across 
Canada. She is now also a teacher with the Calgary Board of Education.

Jon Wielebnowski Bass
Jonathan is an emerging Canadian bassist, composer, and bandleader based in 
Calgary. He has performed with notable Canadian artists and companies such as 
John Roney, Miles Black, Jon McCaslin, Jim Brenan, Mark Dejong, The Primetime 
Big Band, Theatre Calgary, Tim Tamashiro, the Heebee-jeebees, and Elizabeth 
Shepherd. In addition to his freelance work in Calgary, he has also performed in 
several Canadian music and theatre festivals including the Calgary International 
Jazz Festival, the Calgary Fringe Festival, the Regina Jazz Festival, the TD Edmonton 

International Jazz Festival, and the Toronto Undergraduate Jazz Festival.

THE BLACK & WHITE BALL
June 1, 2024
Fairmont Palliser Crystal Ballroom

It’s your turn to dance! Come get down 
with us at Calgary’s original and, in 
our opinion, greatest dance party and 
fundraiser, the Black and White Ball.

SPONSORED BY

For tickets, visit  
decidedlyjazz.com
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PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING 
PROGRAM (PTP)
The PTP is an 8-month program designed 
for dancers who feel a passion for 
both jazz and the work of DJD. It was 
developed to train dancers in the DJD 
style, introduce them to the rich history 
of jazz music and dance, develop their 
ear for jazz music, and discover the joy 
of jazz improvisation. Bridging the gap 
between student and professional, the 
PTP encourages dancers to explore 
their own personal expression, to strive 
for excellence, and to attain their full 
potential as dance artists. 

Through a national audition process we 
accept 10 to 15 students each year from 
across Canada.  

For more information, contact  
Program Director Ingrid Díaz Céspedes 
at idiaz@decidedlyjazz.com

for their ongoing support  
of emerging artists in our 
community and beyond!

DJD thanks
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April 25 –  
May 12, 2024 
at the DJD Dance Centre

A spectacular spectacle about the 
life of a party, featuring smoking 
hot dance and live music.
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DJD Dance Centre  
111 – 12 Avenue S.E. 
Calgary, AB  T2G 0Z9 
403-245-3533
djd@decidedlyjazz.com 

For more information,  
visit www.decidedlyjazz.com

DJD is unique, and one of only a handful of 
dance organizations globally that is driven 
by a jazz mandate. We are a concert jazz 
dance company, constantly innovating and 
evolving the art form. We are also Calgary’s 
largest dance school, offering a wide variety 
of classes for all ages and abilities, from 
beginner to professional. Our professional 
training program is designed for those 
aspiring to have a career in jazz dance.

In 2016 we opened the stunning DJD Dance 
Centre, which has become a dance hub in our 
city. We exist to contribute meaningfully to the 
future of jazz dance. Our community is wide 
and inclusive. We believe in human connection, 
personal expression, and the dignity of all 
people. We believe in dancing to music, with 
bent knees and movement in our torsos, we 
embrace improvisation, rhythmic sophistication, 
the individual, and the community.

Jazz is born of Black American culture and its 
roots lie in the turbulent history of the African 
American experience. We acknowledge this 
history and recognize ourselves as guests 
in this form. We are inspired by and benefit 
from traditions born of a culture that is not our 
own. We strive to be respectful in honouring 
the roots and history of jazz, we dance with 
reverence for those who came before us, 
we dig deep to go forward, we strive to 
appreciate rather than appropriate. 

In the summer of 2023 DJD was the only 
Canadian company invited to perform at the 
prestigious Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in 
Beckett, Massachusetts. DJD will turn 40 in 2024.

IN THE SPIRIT OF JAZZ WE DANCE

KEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERS
PROGRAM PARTNERS

EVENT SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

MEDIA SPONSORS ARTS IN EDUCATION
JAZZ ROOTS 

CLUB PARTNEROPENING NIGHT PARTNERS

KEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SUMMER 2023 
TOUR SUPPORTERS

Anonymous 
Donor
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DJD ORGANDJD ORGANiiZATZATiiONON
Kimberley Cooper 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kathi Sundstrom	 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

CO-FOUNDERSCO-FOUNDERS
Vicki Adams Willis 
FOUNDER IN RESIDENCE

Michèle Moss

Hannah Stilwell

ARTISTICARTISTIC
Laura Kleiner 
ARTISTIC ASSISTANT

DANCERSDANCERS
Shahrzad Ahmadi

Thys Armstrong

Cassandra Bowerman 

Sabrina Naz Comanescu 

Catherine Hayward 

Kaja Irwin

Mara Liao Esnard

Simeon Peters

Shemar Herbert APPRENTICE

ADMINISTRATION ADMINISTRATION 
Jasmine Almaguer Sheldrick 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT &  
BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR

Miranda Botto 
MARKETING ASSOCIATE

Heather Close 
DEVELOPMENT &  
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE 

Chantal Snodgrass 
VENUE SERVICES MANAGER &  
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

PRODUCTIONPRODUCTION
Arielle Bergeron  
HOUSE TECHNICIAN

Sarah Minor 
PRODUCTION MANAGER

FRONT OF HOUSE FRONT OF HOUSE 
Kate Middleton 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Jocelyn Mah 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Paige Wichers 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

DJD SCHOOLDJD SCHOOL
Kirstin Anderson 
DANCE CENTRE & MARKETING MANAGER

Joanne Baker 
ARTISTIC OUTREACH ASSOCIATE

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes 
DANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL &  
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR

Jamie Freeman Cormack 
FOUNDING PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Leanne Kidd 
YOUTH TRAINING PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Billie Mellor 
ASSISTANT DANCE CENTRE MANAGER  

DANCE SCHOOL DANCE SCHOOL 
RECEPTIONISTS RECEPTIONISTS 
Morgan Arthurson

Chantel Broderick

Isabelle Carcamo

Dana Coldwell

Annalise Grammacione

Jocelyn Mah

Kayla MacKenzie

Shandie Ta 

Paige Wichers

2023-2024 2023-2024 
BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kim Wiggins CHAIR 
ERNST & YOUNG LLP.

Meghan Vallance Morin  
VICE-CHAIR 
MARK’S

Ann Mallory SECRETARY 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Margaret Souleles TREASURER 
INTERNATIONAL FRONTIER RESOURCES

Jina Abells Morissette PAST CHAIR 
RUSSELL REYNOLDS ASSOCIATES

Talia Bell 
YWCA

Taylor Brown 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Sue Han 
FRANK ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS

Susan Scullion 
ICM INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT INC.

Caroline Wroblewski 
TRANSALTA

COMPANY INSTRUCTORSCOMPANY INSTRUCTORS
JAZZJAZZ

Vicki Adams Willis

Kimberley Cooper

Jamie Freeman Cormack

Laura Kleiner

BALLETBALLET

Jackie Stewart

IMPROVISATION	IMPROVISATION	

Vicki Adams Willis

AFRICAN AFRICAN 

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

Deanne Walsh

AFRO-CUBANAFRO-CUBAN

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

YOGAYOGA

Passage Studios

FITNESSFITNESS

The Academy powered by 
Heavens Elevated Fitness

Sandro Rajic of KVK Athletics

ACCOMPANISTACCOMPANIST

Anna Wojciechowski

Trudy Hipwell & Ensemble

CONSULTING CONSULTING 
PROFESSIONALS PROFESSIONALS 
Terry Gilbert

Dr. Mike Good 
CORE HEALTH CENTRE 	

Anita Huynh 
BOOKKEEPER

Trudie Lee Photography

Catherine McAteer 
CONFLUENCE LAW

Helen Moore-Parkhouse 
MARKETING

Derrick Needham 
KISMET SOLUTIONS 

Terra Plum 
PULSE PHYSIOTHERAPY

Sarah Rogers 
TOURING AGENT

Hugh Saunders 
LIFEMARK PHYSIOTHERAPY SPRINGBOROUGH

Karen Vouri  
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

DJD ORGANDJD ORGANiiZATZATiiONON
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OLOLiiO PRODUCTO PRODUCTiiON CREDON CREDiiTSTSOLOLiiO PRODUCTO PRODUCTiiON CREDON CREDiiTSTS
PRODUCTION STAFFPRODUCTION STAFF

	 PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Sarah Minor

	 TECHNICAL DIRECTOR	 Lowen Carlson

	 HEAD OF STAGE	 Kaidyn Hall

	 HEAD OF LIGHTING	 Arielle Bergeron

	 HEAD OF SOUND	 Dan Frerichs

	 HEAD OF WARDROBE	 Teigan Blondin de Boer

	 DRESSER 	Katie Rountree

	 STITCHERS	 Tawni Marie Evans 	
		  Sarah Cameron 
		  Debbie Winton

	 SOUND EQUIPMENT	 Soundart Calgary

MARKETINGMARKETING

	 MARKETING CONSULTANT	 Helen Moore-Parkhouse

	 POSTER AND PROGRAM DESIGN	 Daniel Blais

	 PHOTOGRAPHY 	Trudie Lee Photography

	ARCHIVAL/PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS	 Noel Bégin

SPECIAL THANKSSPECIAL THANKS

Michèle Moss

Jennifer Burgess 

Moncell Durden

Michele Gibson

Lisa LaTouche

Anthony Denero

Jason Marsalis

Al Minns

Leon James

Hello Vintage

Kensington Art Supplies
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ARTISTIC DIRECTORARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Kimberley Cooper

MUSICAL DIRECTOR/COMPOSERMUSICAL DIRECTOR/COMPOSER
Jonathan McCaslin

CHOREOGRAPHERSCHOREOGRAPHERS
Kimberley Cooper

Sabrina Naz Comanescu 

Catherine Hayward

Kaja Irwin

Deanne Walsh

MUSICIANSMUSICIANS
Jonathan McCaslin DRUMS/PERCUSSION

Chris Tauchner KEYS

Jonathan Wielebnowski BASS

COSTUME DESIGNCOSTUME DESIGN
Hannah Fisher

LIGHTING DESIGNLIGHTING DESIGN
Steve Isom

STAGE MANAGERSTAGE MANAGER
Marcia Liber

ARTISTIC ASSISTANTARTISTIC ASSISTANT
Laura Kleiner
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iiNTERMNTERMiiSSSSiiONON

ACT 1ACT 1 ACT 2ACT 2
9x3x12 9x3x12 

	CHOREOGRAPHED/STRUCTURED BY	 Kimberley Cooper

	 DANCED BY	 Full Company

1x1a1x1a
	 STRUCTURED BY	 Kimberley Cooper

	 IMPROVISED BY	 Kaja

The FlamboyanceThe Flamboyance
	 CHOREOGRAPHED BY	 Kaja Irwin

	 DANCED BY	 Cassandra 
		  Catherine 
		  Mara 
		  Sabrina 
		  Shahrzad 
		  Shemar 
		  Simeon 
		  Thys 

Fields of Wheat or Fields of Wheat or 
McCallum’s Island McCallum’s Island 

1x1b1x1b
	 STRUCTURED BY	 Kimberley Cooper

	 IMPROVISED BY	 Sabrina

Spirit  Spirit  
CallingCalling

	 CHOREOGRAPHED BY 	Sabrina Naz Comanescu

	 TEXT BY 	Sabrina Naz Comanescu

	 DANCED BY	 Kaja 
		  Shahrzad 
		  Catharine 
		  Shemar 
		  Mara 
		  Thys 
		  Cassandra 
		  Simeon

3x3x33x3x3
	 CHOREOGRAPHED BY	 Kimberley Cooper

	 DANCED BY	 Thys 
		  Shemar 
		  Simeon

1x1c1x1c
	 STRUCTURED BY 	Kimberley Cooper

	 IMPROVISED BY 	Catherine Hayward

Depths of radiance; Depths of radiance; 
women devoured by  women devoured by  

the unseenthe unseen
	 CHOREOGRAPHED BY 	Catherine Hayward

	 DANCED BY	 Cassandra 
		  Kaja 
		  Mara 
		  Sabrina 
		  Shahrzad

2x3x42x3x4
	 CHOREOGRAPHED BY	 Kimberley Cooper

	 DANCED BY	 Thys 
		  Shemar

3x3x?3x3x?
	 STRUCTURED BY 	Kimberley Cooper

	 DANCED BY	 Cassandra 
		  Sabrina 
		  Mara

	 MUSIC BY	 Juan Tizol and  
		  Duke Ellington or  
		  George and  
		  Ira Gershwin 

betwixt and betweenbetwixt and between
	 CHOREOGRAPHED BY 	Deanne Walsh

	 DANCED BY 	Full Company

FinallyFinally
	CHOREOGRAPHED/STRUCTURED BY	 Kimberley Cooper

	 DANCED BY	 Full Company

	 MUSIC	 Traditional

ACT 1ACT 1 ACT 2ACT 2

iiNTERMNTERMiiSSSSiiONON

All music composed by Jonathan McCaslin unless otherwise indicated.
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CASH DONATIONSCASH DONATIONS
Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts 
directly enrich DJD’s ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form. Members of our Jazz Roots 
Club — a special donor club that offers opportunities to meet and mingle with other supporters 
and the dancers — are listed separately on page 13 of the program.

#1 RHYTHM CLUB  #1 RHYTHM CLUB  
$10,000+

The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

	 Anonymous

	 Calgary Foundation

●	Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 	
	 Foundation

	 Decidedly Jazz Danceworks 	
	 Endowment Fund at the 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 JKL MacLachlan Family Fund

	 RBC Foundation

BIG EASIES  BIG EASIES  
$5,000 – $9,999

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

	 Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP

	 Certus Developments Inc.

	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

	 Mawer Investment  
	 Management Ltd.

	 Pyke Family Fund at  
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Rozsa Foundation 

BLUE NOTES  BLUE NOTES  
$2,500 – $4,999

The flattened notes fundamental 
to blues — oriented jazz and the 
name of a famous record label.

	 Anonymous

●	Nancy Diep

	 Hotel Arts

	 West Creek Homes Ltd.

RUG CUTTERS  RUG CUTTERS  
$1,000 – $2,499

The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

●	Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation

	 Cresco Wealth Management

	 Tory Jackson

	 Solid Woodwork Ltd

●	Erin & Riley Waite

	 Garry Willis Memorial Fund at 	
	 the Calgary Foundation

BIG APPLES BIG APPLES 
$500 – $999

A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

	 Anonymous

●	Judy & Steele Curry  
	 in memory of Catherine Brown 

	 Terry Gilbert

	 Newzones Gallery of  
	 Contemporary Art Fund at 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Western Canada Chinese Arts 	
	 and Culture Association

LINDY HOPPERS  LINDY HOPPERS  
$250 – $499

The couples who improvise the 
heart-stopping dance that marked 
the height of the swing era.

	 Anonymous 

	 Dr. Sandra Adams 

●	Will Burton

	 Elisabeth Cole

●	Tracy Duncan

	 Janet Halls

●	Arlene H. Henry Law Corp.

	 Sheila & Sandy Navrady

●	The Chris Reimer Legacy Fund

●	Christina Siauw

	 Rodrigo R. Sousa

	 Paula Tyler

	 Karen Walker

FEET WARMERS FEET WARMERS 
$100 – $249

The affectionate name for the 
band (or dancers) keeping the 
dance floor hot.

	 Anonymous 

	 Jan Damery

	 Rubim & Sarisa de Toledo

	 The Donaldson Family

	 Barb English

	 Louise Feroze in honour of 	
	 Sibylle Feroze-Odlin

	 Beverley Fujino

	 Carol Green

	 Halpern-Solomon Fund at the 	
	 Jewish Community Foundation

	 Kirk & Darlene 

●	Kyra Huntingford

	 Kadri & John Irwin

	 Corine Jansonius

	 Laura & Ken Kleiner

	 Jonathan & Laura Lytton

	 Sylvia Madder

	 Gayle McPhee

	 Gail & Veli Niinimaa

	 Douglas Powrie

	 Doreen Sandercock

	 David Severson

	 Gordon Tait

	 Emily Taylor

●	Odile Wall

MATCHING GIFT MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIESCOMPANIES
	 ATB Financial

	 Benevity

We would also like to thank the numerous individuals who 
support us from $1-$99. To the best of our knowledge, this list 
reflects donations received from August 1, 2022 – January 1, 2024.  
Please call Heather Close at 403-228-8181 to make your gift  
or to advise us of any changes or omissions so we may correct  
our records. 

●	Supporter of Send a Kid to Camp

●	Supporter of Dancing Parkinson’s YYC

●	Supporter of Arts in Education

TAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOW
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The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting the vibrant spirit and artistic 
excellence of DJD. 

Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for people and companies that want to have a direct impact on  
the performances, artist development and community outreach that DJD is able to provide in 
Calgary and beyond. Members get to have direct relationships with our professional dancers,  
enjoy exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences, and become part of the legacy of DJD.

CURRENT DONORSCURRENT DONORS
JAZZ ROYALTY JAZZ ROYALTY 
$50,000+

Duke, Count, Queen, Lady, Empress 
and King, nicknames given to 
exceptional musicians as a result  
of their contributions to jazz. 

	 Anonymous

#1 RHYTHM CLUB #1 RHYTHM CLUB 
$10,000 – 49,999)

The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

	 Valerie Seaman

	 C. A. Siebens

	 Glenn Sundstrom

BIG EASIES  BIG EASIES  
$5,000 – $9,999)

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

	 Anonymous

	 Jason & Jamie Cormack

	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

	 Darice Stern

	 Kathi Sundstrom

BLUE NOTES  BLUE NOTES  
$2,500 – $4,999

The flattened notes fundamental to 
blues – oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label.

●	Virginia Dobson &  
	 Dale Huntingford

	 Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons

	 Osten-Victor Fund at  
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Garry & Ruth Ramsden Wood

RUG CUTTERS  RUG CUTTERS  
$1,000 – $2,499

The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

	 Anonymous 

	 Maureen Armitage &  
	 Shane Matthews

	 Vicki Adams Willis

	 Susan Bennett & Carl Calantone

	 Grant Burns

	 Dr. Ted Busheikin & Catherine Ford

	 Rochelle Caron 

	 Kimberley Cooper

	 Rod Cooper

	 M.L. Rozsa de Coquet

	 David & Beverley Foy 

	 Sue Han

	 Nancy & Bill Hay Family Fund  
	 at Calgary Foundation

	 Sandra Herd

	 Stephanie LeBaron

	 Jack McIvor

●	Barry McKinnon

	 Alan & Geri Moon

	 Carol D. Navickas in honour of 	
	 Edmund Navickas

	 Rowland Nichol

	 Gail O’Reilly

	 Susan Scullion

	 Nicole Shokoples

	 Chidinma Thompson

	 Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills

	 Kim Wiggins

	 Jody Wood & Quentin Pittman

BIG APPLES BIG APPLES 
$500 – $999

A popular vernacular jazz dance  
in the 1930s that is danced in a 
circle. It was so popular in fact  
that Life Magazine featured the  
Big Apple in a four-page photo 
spread and the magazine predicted 
that 1937 would be remembered 
as the year of the Big Apple.

	 Anonymous

	 Jina Abells Morissette

	 Claire Auroi

	 Frances Behan

	 Talia Bell

	 Taylor Brown

	 Nancy & Rob Close 

	

	 Cheryl Cohen

	 Pam Corbett

	 Dr. Judith Dwarkin

	 Kathy Fidyk

	 Anne Flynn

	 Larissa & Paul Groch

	 Christy Hayne Terriff &  
	 Clark Terriff

	 Bonnie Laycock

	 Tricia Leadbeater

	 Susan Mackey

	 Brian P. Mahoney

	 Ann Mallory

	 Bill Matheson

	 Ryan McCaffrey

	 Diana Osler

	 Paul & Katie Pearlman

	 Betty Poulsen

	 Sharon Rubeling

	 Susan Ruf

	 Jean Simpson

	 Margaret Souleles

	 Ella Stuart

	 Colin Szopa

	 Dawn Tinling

	 Meghan Vallance-Morin

	 Jan A. Wittig  
	 Management Consulting 

	 Caroline Wroblewski

MATCHING GIFT MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIESCOMPANIES
	 ATB Financial

	 Richardson Wealth

●	Supporter of Send a Kid to Camp

This list reflects donations received August 1, 2022 – January 1, 2024.  
To join the Jazz Roots Club or for more information, please contact  
Heather Close at 403-228-8181.

JAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUB

PROUD SPONSOR OF 
THE JAZZ ROOTS CLUB 
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Visit decidedlyjazz.com to learn more.

TAKE A CLASS 
here at the stunning DJD Dance Centre

WITH 50+ DANCE  
CLASSES PER WEEK, 
FOR ADULTS AND YOUTH, 
WE HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE!


