
April 23-May 10, 2026 
AT THE DJD DANCE CENTRE
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For tickets or more information,  
visit decidedlyjazz.com

The Black & 
White Ball

JUNE 6, 2026
Fairmont Palliser Crystal Ballroom

It’s your turn to dance! Come get down with us at  
Calgary’s original and, in our opinion, greatest dance  
party and fundraiser, the Black & White Ball.

SPONSORED BY
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Welcome to Matters of Rhythm and Harmony!

We are thrilled to present this new double-bill  
show to you. We have created something 
special, with input from a spectrum of DJD artists.  

Sabrina Naz Comanescu has been dancing 
with the company since 2015. She is a bright 
light in and out of DJD. Her new work Carne 
Vale—which directly translates to farewell to 
meat or farewell to the flesh—follows the soul’s 
journey to the afterlife, like the journey of water 
from a river to the sea; the dance flows beautifully 
and magically in a joyous carnival ride. Using 
sounds, colours and images from Trinidadian 
Carnival and its sister festival Mardi Gras in  
New Orleans, Sabrina’s vision and movement 
for this piece will take you on a beautiful journey.

The conversation Between the Bandstand and 
the Dancefloor is one that is crucial to jazz 
culture. In Act II we explore this conversation 
literally and figuratively, with words, sounds and 
bodies, spoken word, music, and improvisation. 

Improvisation is key to jazz, and how we 
improvise in jazz can teach us about how to 
improvise in life. Improvising in jazz sometimes 
means you can do whatever you want, but 
more often, you are responding to what’s 
happening around you. For dancers this 
means you are connecting deeply with the 
music and if there are other dancers on the 
floor, you are connecting, responding and 
supporting them too. If you have something to 
say, you say it, but you must also pull back and 
listen, even if you don’t agree. The world could 
take some lessons from jazz. 

I hope you enjoy this fantastic double bill.

In the spirit of jazz,

Kimberley Cooper 
Artistic Director

Last season we celebrated a significant 
birthday—our 40th Anniversary Season—and 
this year marks another milestone—10 years 
since opening this beautiful dance centre.

The DJD Dance Centre was an important 
cornerstone a decade ago when this area  
was undergoing rapid growth. It added  
beauty and activity to the neighbourhood  
and has contributed to the evolution of a 
vibrant community.

Since then, the DJD Dance Centre has  
become a hub for dance in Calgary.  
It attracts dancers from all over the world to 
study here, hosts resident dance companies, 
creative residencies for independent artists,  
a community school for all levels and ages  
of dancers, and a professional training 
program for the next generation of jazz 
dancers. And, most importantly, it has  
become a cherished home for our  
professional company.

I want to thank all the supporters who help our 
wonderful facility come to life—government 
funders, corporate sponsors, individual  
donors and volunteers. We are here to serve  
the community and we couldn’t do that 
without you.

If you enjoy this performance, please tell your 
friends and share it on your socials. Don’t forget 
to follow us on Facebook and Instagram and 
sign up for our emails to get more stories from 
our dancers, choreographers and designers.

Hopefully we’ll see you at the Black & White Ball 
on June 6! 

Kathi Sundstrom 
Executive Director

Message from the  
Artistic Director, 

Kimberley Cooper

Message from the  
Executive Director, 

Kathi Sundstrom
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BIOGRAPHIES
KIMBERLEY COOPER ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, CHOREOGRAPHER

Kimberley Cooper is the Artistic Director of Decidedly Jazz Danceworks (DJD). She has  
been with DJD since 1989, as a dancer 1989–2013, Resident Choreographer/
Artistic Associate 2002–2013, and Artistic Director since 2013. She was named 
Emerging Artist of the Year by Alberta Dance Alliance in 2002. Since then, she  
has created over 20 full-length works for DJD. DJD made its debut performance  
at Jacob’s Pillow with her piece, Family of Jazz in August 2023. Ms. Cooper has  
also created numerous shorter pieces for DJD, and many independent works, 

including remounts and/or commissions at University of Calgary (1996, 2025), SUNY Potsdam 
(Potsdam New York; 2006) Western Michigan University (Kalamazoo, Michigan; 2023), Southern 
Methodist University (Dallas, Texas; 2023) Salve Regina University (Newport RI; 2019, 2023, 2024).  
In July/August 2024 she was thrilled to make history with Salve Regina in their inaugural Bridging 
the Gap Festival which included the first dance performance ever at the Newport Jazz Festival 
where DJD performed her work. During the pandemic, she created a series of 8 short films with 
DJD under the umbrella title suspending disbelief, the first in the series premiered at the Dance 
on Camera Festival at Lincoln Center in New York City in February 2024. Kimberley served as Artist 
in Residence during Calgary, Cultural Capital of Canada in 2012, and with Fall for Dance North 
(Toronto, Canada) from 2020–2022. She was awarded Dance Victoria’s Crystal Dance Prize in 2015 
for research in Brazil. Cooper has contributed chapters to the books City of Animals, (University of 
Calgary’s Humanities Department, 2017) and Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist Aesthetics and Equity 
in the Twenty First Century (University Press of Florida, 2022).

ISAAC ABRIEL DANCER 

Isaac Abriel, from Kingston, Nova Scotia, began his dance training at Precision 
Dance Company. In 2018, he moved to Anaheim, California, to join Mather Dance 
Company’s Bridge Into The Industry program, later relocating to Los Angeles.  
In 2020, Isaac returned to Halifax, NS establishing himself as a professional artist.  
His credits include performances with Rooted Dance Projects, Zimmerdans, 
Mocean Dance, and various festivals such as FODAR and the Saint John 
Contemporary Dance Festival. This is Isaac’s second season with DJD.

CARSTEN RUBELING 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR, COMPOSER, TROMBONE  

Carsten Rubeling is one of Canada’s most active and dynamic trombonists and 
composers. Originally from Rocky Mountain House, Carsten performs a wide array 
of styles from jazz and classical music to salsa, hip-hop and nearly everything in 
between. Carsten is based in Calgary and is currently the jazz trombone instructor at 
the School of Creative and Performing Arts at the University of Calgary. His recorded 
works as a leader include Volk/People and Headwaters, both on Inner Ocean 

Records. Matters of Rhythm & Harmony is Carsten’s third outing in the role of composer and musical 
director at DJD, following Party Time (2024) and Nervous Systems (2023). Carsten has performed 
and/or recorded with artists such as Sean Jones, Ingrid Jensen, Seamus Blake, Gil Goldstein, Brian 
Lynch, Brad Turner, David Braid, Nick Fraser, Laila Biali, Jens Lindemann, Caity Gyorgy, the Foothills 
Brass, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Jann Arden and “Weird Al” Yankovic. 

SHAHRZAD AHMADI DANCER 

Originally from BC, Shahrzad Ahmadi graduated with a BA (Hons) from the 
University of Kent and Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance in 
London, England. In the UK, she danced with Rambert Dance Company as well  
as various independent artists before moving back to Vancouver where she 
worked with artists such as Amber Funk Barton, Heather Laura Grey, Peter Bingham, 
Jennifer Mascall, and Judith Marcuse. Shahrzad has also performed in major and 
independent films, danced, choreographed and been assistant choreographer  

for compositions that have toured internationally, presented at academy qualifying film festivals, 
as well as the 2024 Paris Olympics.
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BIOGRAPHIES

THYS ARMSTRONG DANCER

Hailing from Vancouver, Thys Armstrong began dancing at RNB Dance & Theatre 
Arts with teachers Charmaine Nobes, Haley Walker, and Vicki View, among others. 
Thys has danced with Coastal City Ballet, under the direction of Li Yaming and 
Katie Bois, Ottawa Rhythm Initiative, and 3120Dance Collective Amsterdam. He has 
had the pleasure of performing works by Brandi Coleman, Lisa La Touche, Melanie 
George, Ben Stevenson, Wen Wei Wang and Irene Schneider. Thys is featured 
in Centre Stage: On Pointe (film) and Unreal! (TV). Thys is thrilled to continue his 
journey into the world of jazz in his fifth season with DJD. 

GISELE ARDOSA DANCER 

Gisele Ardosa is a Filipina/Albanian dance artist specializing in movement composition. 
Raised in Toronto, she holds a BFA from Toronto Metropolitan’s Creative School and 
has danced with the DJD Company since 2024. Her performance credits include 
works by Lea Ved, Guillaume Côté, David Norsworthy, Roberto Campanella, and 
Robert Glumbek. As an emerging choreographer, her work has appeared with 
Fall for Dance North, Innovative Ballet Theatre, and Toes for Dance’s Common 
Ground Festival. A recipient of the Lipson Family Endowment Award, she debuted 

internationally at SOLOCOREOGRAFICO 2024 and created a new work with the band Undecided 
that premiered in TD Amplify Episode 3 at the Werklund Centre earlier this year.

CASSANDRA BOWERMAN DANCER

Cassandra Bowerman is a dance artist and educator from Stoney Creek, Ontario. 
After earning her BFA Honours in Dance from Toronto Metropolitan University, 
she attended DJD’s Professional Training Program. In the GTA, Cassandra has 
choreographed several plays and dance pieces for the Hamilton Fringe, Toronto 
Fringe and Dusk Dances Hamilton Festivals. In Alberta, she has performed in 
Alberta Dance Festival, CrossCurrents, and with Project InTandem. Cassandra has  
a passion for rhythm, musicality and theatre and she is eager to continue deepening 
her study of jazz and its roots in her seventh season with the DJD company.

SABRINA NAZ COMANESCU DANCER, CHOREOGRAPHER

Canadian dancer Sabrina Naz Comanescu is a dynamo member of the nation’s 
artistic landscape. Her passion for dance and ethnography is rooted in the 
multitude of genres found in the African diaspora with a focus on Caribbean and 
American movement and music. She has helped cultivate western Canadian dance 
communities for over a decade as a performer, choreographer, filmmaker, dance 
instructor and student. She has had the privilege to gather knowledge, teach and 
perform throughout Canada, the United States, the Caribbean and Europe. She 

has developed a practice along the way that celebrates cultural diversity and cornerstones the 
Ghanaian ideology of Sankofa, “learning from the past to inform the future, reaching back to move 
forward, and lifting as we climb.” She is also the current artistic associate for The Diversity Performing 
Arts Club of Calgary and longtime festival marketing and event coordinator for Carifest, Calgary’s 
beloved Caribbean carnival. Sabrina is thrilled to be in her 11th season with the DJD company.

MARA LIAO ESNARD DANCER

Mara Liao Esnard, born in Cuba, is a dancer, educator, and choreographer 
passionate about sharing the art of movement. She is a graduate of the National 
Ballet School of Havana. Since 2015, she has built a vibrant path in Calgary’s arts 
community, collaborating in festivals, performances, and collective projects. This is 
Mara’s fifth season with DJD. She is passionate about the work where she continues 
to explore jazz as both an artistic and human language. Her multicultural heritage, 
Asian, African, and Hispanic, deeply informs her artistry, bringing richness, diversity, 
and authenticity to her work and teaching.

˘
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STEVE ISOM LIGHTING DESIGNER 

Steve Isom is a Calgary-based lighting designer for dance, theatre, ballet and 
opera. He studied Design and Theatre Production at St. Lawrence College in 
Kingston, Ontario. His designs have been seen throughout Canada, the United 
States, Europe and for numerous Calgary and Edmonton dance and theatre 
companies over the past four decades including 30 years for University of Calgary’s 
Division of Dance and with W&M Physical Theatre in Calgary and Poland since 
1994. Past Designs for DJD include OLIO, Reminiscing in Tempo and Rare Beauties. 

Other recent productions include When Language Fails and Displaced for W&M Physical Theatre 
and La Fille mal Gardeé and Giselle for Jeunesse Classique Ballet.

KAJA IRWIN DANCER

Kaja Irwin is a Winnipeg-born dancer, choreographer, and dance educator.  
After deciding to pursue a career in dance after completing her B.A. in Political 
Science, Kaja studied in the Professional Training Program at DJD, developing 
her love of both jazz and the Calgary dance community. Kaja loves to explore 
movement and collaborations across art forms, including mask, puppetry and 
clown as well as collaborating with Calgary jazz musicians developing improvised 
pieces for the stage. She is proud to have premiered her interdisciplinary dance 

and puppetry show, Fearsssome, in the Festival of Animated Objects (2025). Kaja feels honoured 
to be back for her 11th season performing with DJD.

CATHERINE HAYWARD DANCER

Catherine Hayward holds a BFA with Honours from Toronto Metropolitan University and  
has been a company dancer with DJD for 19 seasons. Catherine is the co-creator 
of the Bodied Indivisible ensemble and its current producer and choreographer. 
She is also the co-founder of Strata Creations with Sylvie Moquin; their inaugural 
production is set to premiere in 2026. Catherine’s choreography often explores the 
dynamic interplay between dance and live music, with notable collaborations 
featuring musicians/composers Rubim de Toledo, Jeremy Gignoux, Tom Richards, 

Jon McCaslin, and Gabriella Ciurcovich. In 2026, she will premiere a new collaboration with 
composer Joanna Borromeo. Catherine is a long-time contributor to Rooted Dance Projects (Halifax)  
and a dedicated mentor, outside eye, educator, and community builder; recently joining the 
faculty of Ballet Lumina as director of contemporary and founding Jazz Club YYC to support 
emerging jazz dance artists.

HANNAH FISHER COSTUME DESIGNER 

Hannah Fisher is a Prairie designer, visual storyteller and creator whose work 
spans performance mediums such as dance, circus, drag and theatre. Heavily 
influenced by nature memoir writing, the idea of smallness, and the residual grit of 
body and memory, her work explores the sensibilities between color, texture and 
form. Hannah’s artistic voice grew from a background of visual art at Emily Carr 
University of Art and Design (2016) and the National Theatre School of Canada 
(2019) Costume and Set Design program. She continues to push the way she 

understands the responsibilities of being a maker, leaning into craft and up-cycling practices  
as pillars of her creative process.

BIOGRAPHIES

JEFF GAMMON BASS

Jeff Gammon is a Canadian bassist, composer and educator. His recent release 
with the band Last Ark Out (Lift) features top call musicians such as Larnell Lewis, 
Sasha Berliner, Hailey Niswanger and more. Jeff has also been the recipient of 
many awards including Most Improved Musician at Mount Royal University, and the 
Linton Garner and MusiCounts Scholarships while completing his BMus at Capilano 
University. He currently resides in Calgary and is a member of the Esteban Herrera Trio, 
Only A Visitor, Last Ark Out, and the Itamar Erez Group.
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LUIS ‘EL PANA’ TOVAR PERCUSSION 
Venezuelan musician Luis Tovar, a Juno Award nominee, has left a mark on Alberta’s  
music scene for over 18 years. Whether leading “Distrito Salsa” or collaborating with  
other international artists, he infuses the stage with a unique combination of energy and  
positive dynamics. With 25 years of  
experience, he’s a force in local 
groups such as Esteban Herrera 
Quintet, Montuno West, Perpie 

Nwa Olisa, and DJD. Currently recording Latin and 
Venezuelan Caribbean jazz albums, he aims not 
only to entertain but also to unify communities 
through his music. Collaborating with international 
artists like Oscar D León, Tovar epitomizes versatility 
and dedication to musical exploration while 
mentoring the next generation of musicians.

BIOGRAPHIES
MARCIA LIBER STAGE MANAGER

Marcia Liber is in her ninth season with DJD. She has stage managed every DJD 
Company show since the 2017/18 season including Rare Beauties, Reminiscing in 
Tempo, Call and Response, Party Time, Nervous Systems, Family of Jazz, suspending 
disbelief, Juliet & Romeo (2019/20), Lovestruck, and Velocity. When not working with 
DJD, Marcia is a freelance stage manager and production manager. Her goal with 
her work behind the scenes is to support the artists on stage in whatever way she 
can. She would like to thank her mom for her support and hopes that audiences are 
inspired to see more live arts after this performance.

AARON SHORR GUITAR

Aaron Shorr started playing guitar as a young teenager, and developed an interest 
in jazz through his grandmother’s record collection. He studied at Humber College 
in Toronto, The University of Manitoba, and privately with international jazz icons  
like Jonathan Kreisberg, Miles Okazaki, and Bruce Forman. He has performed  
with William Bonness, Caity Gyorgy, Jon McCasslin, Rainbow Stage in Winnipeg,  
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. Aaron also sits 
as musical director for Still Crazy: The Music of Paul Simon. In 2023 Aaron released 

his debut album Omand’s Creek (self-released). Now living in Calgary, he maintains a busy 
schedule performing and teaching.

ANDRÉ 
WICKENHEISER 
TRUMPET 

Juno-nominated trumpeter André 
Wickenheiser began his musical 
studies at Mount Royal University 
where he completed an Artist 

Diploma in jazz performance. From there, he went  
on to finish both a Bachelor’s Degree, and Master’s 
Degree in jazz performance at McGill University 
in Montreal. André is a sought-after educator, 
composer/arranger, and performer in Alberta.  
He has performed with artists and groups including 
Laila Biali, Aretha Tillotson, Esteban Herrera, Jens 
Lindemann, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and the Canadian National Jazz Orchestra. He is on 
the music faculty at Ambrose University, the Mount 
Royal Conservatory, and the University of Calgary. 
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DJD Dance Centre  
111 – 12 Avenue S.E. 
Calgary, AB  T2G 0Z9 
403-245-3533
djd@decidedlyjazz.com 

For more information, visit www.decidedlyjazz.com

DJD is unique, and one of only a handful of 
dance organizations globally that is driven 
by a jazz mandate. We are a concert jazz 
dance company, constantly innovating and 
evolving the art form. We are also Calgary’s 
largest dance school, offering a wide variety 
of classes for all ages and abilities, from 
beginner to professional. Our professional 
training program is designed for those 
aspiring to have a career in jazz dance.

In 2016 we opened the stunning DJD Dance 
Centre, which has become a dance hub in 
our city. We exist to contribute meaningfully 
to the future of jazz dance. Our community 
is wide and inclusive. We believe in human 
connection, personal expression, and the 
dignity of all people. We believe in dancing 
to music, with bent knees and movement 
in our torsos, we embrace improvisation, 
rhythmic sophistication, the individual, and the 
community.

Jazz is born of African American culture and 
its roots lie in the turbulent history of the Black 
American experience. We acknowledge this 
history and recognize ourselves as guests in 
this form. We are inspired by and benefit from 
traditions born of a culture that is not our own. We 
strive to be respectful in honouring the roots and 
history of jazz, we dance with reverence for those 
who came before us, we dig deep to go forward, 
we strive to appreciate rather than appropriate. 

In the summer of 2023 DJD was the only 
Canadian company invited to perform at  
the prestigious Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival 
in Beckett, Massachusetts. 2024–2025 was 
DJD’s 40th Anniversary season.

IN THE SPIRIT OF JAZZ WE DANCE

EVENT SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

ARTS IN EDUCATION JAZZ ROOTS CLUB PARTNEROPENING NIGHT PARTNERS

KEY SEASON SUPPORTERS
PROGRAM PARTNERS
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PRODUCTION STAFF
	 PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Sarah Minor

	 TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 	Lowen Carlson

	 STAGE MANAGER 	Marcia Liber

	 HEAD OF LIGHTS 	Tess Kotsible

	 HEAD OF SOUND	 Dan Frerichs

	 HEAD OF STAGE 	K Hall

	 HEAD OF WARDROBE 	Teigan Blondin de Boer

	 DRESSER 	Katie Rountree

	 STITCHERS 	Sarah Cameron 
		  Cristal Cherry LaBelle 
		  Jamie Sherritt

	 CRAFTS PERSON 	Jennifer Crighton

	 DYER 	Kat Jeffery

	 PROPS BUILDERS 	Tess Kotsible 
		  Neil Minor

	 SET BUILDER 	Art Lab

	 SCENIC PAINTER 	Patrick O’Neil

	 CREW 	Arielle Bergeron 
		  Noriko Morumo 
		  Raj Rathore

MARKETING
	 MARKETING CONSULTANT	 Helen  
		  Moore-Parkhouse

	 POSTER AND PROGRAM 	Design Daniel Blais

	 PHOTOGRAPHY	 Trudie Lee 			 
		  Photography
	 ARCHIVAL/ 
	 PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS 	Noel Bégin

SPECIAL THANKS
Aspen Ridge Contracting

Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity

Dylan Bauer

Jennifer Burgess

Michèle Moss

Jamie Sherritt

Andrew Smith

Kate Stadel

Vertigo Theatre

YMCA

MATTERS OF RHYTHM & HARMONY
PRODUCTION ORGANIZATION
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STAGE MANAGER 
Marcia Liber
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IMPROVISATION EXPERT 
Vicki Adams Willis
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ACT ONE
CARNE VALE  
BY SABRINA NAZ COMANESCU

ACT TWO
BETWEEN THE BANDSTAND AND THE DANCEFLOOR 
BY KIMBERLEY COOPER

Carne Vale derives from Latin: caro meaning 
“flesh” and vale meaning “farewell,” together 
signifying “farewell to flesh/meat.” The modern  
word “Carnival” is believed to stem from this 
origin. Beyond Europe, Carnival traditions in the  
Caribbean reflect strong African influences, 
shaped by enslaved peoples who fused their 
cultural practices with pre-Lenten festivities—
expressed through drumming, masked 
ancestral performances, satire as resistance, 
and rituals like Canboulay celebrating freedom  
and resilience. I think about our loved ones 
who have passed on. All the Afro-Caribbean 
trailblazers, rhythm makers, bacchanal bringers  
and masquerade kings and queens of carnival.  
They are still with us in our hearts but just 

leading a different type of procession now.  
I dedicate this piece to Gerard “Gerry” Weeks. 
He was a true Mas man and ambassador of 
the beautiful culture of Trinidad And Tobago. 
Thank you for everything. 

We bid farewell to the soul leaving the carnal 
world behind with the pierrot grenade by its side.  
In some spiritual practices, it is believed that  
a spirit must go through various stages of  
cleansing before it can ascend and become  
a spirit guide itself. Flowing through enchanted  
Louisiana rivers to dense estuaries all the way  
to the powerful Caribbean Sea, the spirit can 
sense the dawning of spring and new human  
life in the air... Of course, just in time for Carnival.

This conversation is integral to jazz. Bodies  
and sounds, wordless (though often with 
shouts of appreciation and encouragement) 
conversations. Musician to dancer and back  
again. As you watch this piece every time you 
hear a musician solo and see a dancer solo, 
they are improvising.

The conversation starts hot—with Xaxado— 
a touch of Brazil, percussive discussions, 
getting right down. Then we take a deep 

breath, slow down and surrender to the 
beautiful exchange of Ta Otha. Next comes  
Las Palmas* a dialog on groove. Then we 
throw the dice, we may debate, banter, 
parlay, as we Ad Lib and see what happens 
when everyone improvises together. At last, 
we Wind Up to acknowledge and celebrate 
the players and leave you with an infectious 
ear worm to take home with you. There will 
be some short conversations sprinkled in for 
flavour that will also be improvised.

*Las Palmas is based on the tune Las Palmas by Joe Henderson
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CASH DONATIONS
Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing  
the importance of the arts. Your gifts directly enrich DJD’s ability  
to innovate and lead within the jazz art form. Members of our 
Jazz Roots Club — a special donor club that offers opportunities  
to meet and mingle with other supporters and the dancers — 
are listed separately on page 13 of the program.

#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
$10,000+

The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

	 Decidedly Jazz Danceworks 	
	 Endowment Fund at  
	 The Calgary Foundation

●	The Palmer Family Foundation

	 RBC Foundation

	 Rogers Charity Classic Birdies 	
	 for Kids presented by AltaLink

BIG EASIES 
$5,000–$9,999

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

	 Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP

	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

	 Hotel Arts

	 ICM Asset Management

	 Mawer Investment  
	 Management Ltd.

BLUE NOTES 
$2,500–$4,999

The flattened notes fundamental 
to blues — oriented jazz and the 
name of a famous record label.

	 Nancy & Bill Hay Family Fund  
	 at Calgary Foundation

RUG CUTTERS 
$1,000–$2,499

The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

	 Garry Willis Memorial Fund at	
	 The Calgary Foundation

●	Virginia Dobson &  
	 Dale Huntingford

BIG APPLES
$500–$999

A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

	 Fiana Bakshan

●	Will Burton

●	Judy & Steele Curry in memory of  
	 Catherine Brown

●	Tracy Duncan

●	Jennifer Eggermont

	 Justin Mayerchak

	 Newzones Gallery of 		
	 Contemporary Art Fund at	
	 The Calgary Foundation

LINDY HOPPERS 
$250–$499

The couples who improvise the 
heart-stopping dance that marked 
the height of the swing era.

	 Anonymous

	 Dr. Sandra Adams

●	Arlene H. Henry Law Corp.

	 Jocelyn Daw

	 Louise Feroze in memory of 	
	 Sibylle Feroze-Grant

	 Diane Hoy

●	Shayanne Naaykens

	 Sheila & Sandy Navrady

●	The Chris Reimer Legacy Fund

●	Christina Siauw

	 Greg Tompkins

	 Paula Tyler

FEET WARMERS
$100–$249

The affectionate name for the 
band (or dancers) keeping the 
dance floor hot.

	 Jan & Sue Armstrong

	 Jan Damery

	 Vincent Duckworth

	 Jane Ebbern

	 Sean English

	 Beverley Fujino

	 Terry Gilbert

	 Carol Green

	 Sharon Hanwell

	 Cheryl Hayduk

●	Kathryn Higgins

	 Nanette Ho-Covernton

	 Kirk & Darlene Holloway

●	Keeliana Hopkins

●	Kyra Huntingford

	 Kadri & John Irwin

	 Corine Jansonius

●	Lauren Joe

	 Maureen & John Keith

	 Kevin Konynenbelt

	 The Lamberts

	 Marie Lychak

●	Karen McDonald

	 Gayle McPhee

	 Gail & Veli Niinimaa

	 Jennifer Pannett

●	Carolyn Phillips

	 Marilyn Potts

	 Rhoda Schultz

	 David Severson

●	Kristen Simpson

	 Usman Tahir Jutt

	 Gordon Tait

●	Emily Taylor

	 Mary Tidlund

	 Marion Tompkins

●	Odile Wall

	 Qichen Wu

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES
●	Interpipeline

	 Paramount Resources Ltd.We would also like to thank the numerous individuals who support  
us from $1–$99. To the best of our knowledge, this list reflects 
donations received from January 1, 2025 – March 15, 2026. 
Please call Tara Meyer at 403-228-8181 to make your gift or  
to advise us of any changes or omissions so we may correct  
our records. 

Supporter of:

●	Send a Kid to Camp

●	Dancing Parkinson’s YYC

TAKE A BOW
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The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting the 
vibrant spirit and artistic excellence of DJD. 

Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for people and companies 
that want to have a direct impact on the performances, artist 
development and community outreach that DJD is able to 
provide in Calgary and beyond. Members get to have direct 
relationships with our professional dancers, enjoy exclusive 
behind-the-scenes experiences, and become part of the  
legacy of DJD.

CURRENT DONORS
#1 RHYTHM CLUB
$10,000–$9,999

The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

	 Anonymous (2) 

	 Jim & Nam Mitchell

	 The Osten-Victor Fund at 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 Private Giving Foundation

	 Valerie Seaman

	 Clarice Evans Siebens Arts Fund at  
	 The Calgary Foundation

BIG EASIES 
$5,000–$9,999

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

	 Anonymous Fund at  
	 The Calgary Foundation

	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

	 Jason & Jamie Freeman Cormack

●	Nancy Diep

	 Horton Family Endowment Fund at 
	 The Calgary Foundation

	 Dr. Anitra Mamen

	 Lisa Poole

	 The Pyke Family Fund at  
	 The Calgary Foundation

	 Darice Stern

	 Kathi Sundstrom

BLUE NOTES 
$2,500–$4,999

The flattened notes fundamental to 
blues – oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label.

	 Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons

	 Sheila O’Brien & Lee Richardson

	 Garry & Ruth Ramsden-Wood, 	
	 United Way of Calgary,  
	 Donor Choice Program

	 Mary Rozsa de Coquet

RUG CUTTERS 
$1,000–$2,499

The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

	 Anonymous

	 Vicki Adams Willis

	 Maureen Armitage &  
	 Shane Matthews

	 Talia Bell

●	Susan Bennett & Carl Calantone

	 Dean Bradshaw

	 Grant Burns

	 Dr. Ted Busheikin &  
	 Catherine Ford

	 Rochelle Caron

	 Kimberley Cooper

	 Virginia Dobson &  
	 Dale Huntingford 

	 Barb & Scott English

	 David & Beverley Foy

	 Sue Han

	 Sandra Herd

	 Jack McIvor

	 Barry McKinnon

	 Alan & Geri Moon

	 Carol Navickas in honour of 	
	 Edmund Navickas

	 Rowland Nichol

	 Gail O’Reilly

	 Susan Scullion

	 Rodrigo Sousa

	 Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills

●	Erin & Riley Waite

	 The Wood Pittman Fund

BIG APPLES
$500 – $999

A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

	 Anonymous

	 Frances Behan

	 Nolan & Carol Blades

	 Suzanne Boyd

	 Taylor Brown

	 Sonia Chung

●	Cheryl Cohen

	 Pam Corbett

	 Fraser Dods

	 Judith Dwarkin

	 Mariam Elghahuagi

	 Falkbuilt

	 Anne Flynn

	 Bonnie Laycock

	 Tricia Leadbeater

	 Rachel Li

	 Ann Mallory

	 Bruce McFarlane & Janice Heard  
	 Fund at Benefaction

	 Diana Osler

	 Paul & Katie Pearlman

	 Jim Peplinski

	 Betty & John Poulsen

	 Sharon Rubeling

	 Susan Ruf

	 Ella Seppanen

	 Jean Simpson 

	 Margaret Souleles

	 Dawn Tinling

	 Meghan Vallance

	 Karen Walker

	 Mark & Susan Wittrup

	 Caroline Wroblewski

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB 
SPONSOR

Supporter of:

●	Send a Kid to Camp
●	Arts in Education

This list reflects donations received January 1, 2025 – March 15, 2026.  
To join the Jazz Roots Club or for more information, please contact 
Tara Meyer at 403-228-8181.

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB
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For more information, visit decidedlyjazz.com
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ALL LEVELS. 
ALL STYLES. ALL FUN!
50+ dance classes weekly for every skill level and interest.
Join a welcoming, vibrant community and find your groove.

Spring Adult & Youth Classes April 27 – June 20
Youth Summer Camps weekly in July & August

TAKE A CLASS


