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As someone who saw their first DJD performance at ten years old and has been a student and fan ever since, it was a 
special honour to witness this milestone 40th anniversary season as Chair of the Board. Forty years of artistry, risk-taking 
and community is an extraordinary achievement, and this past year was a joyful celebration of DJD’s place at the heart of 
Calgary’s cultural life.

The season’s productions - Call & Response and Reminiscing in Tempo - showcased DJD at its finest: deeply rooted in 
jazz tradition, alive with creative exploration, and performed with unforgettable energy. It was thrilling to see such strong 
audience attendance across the year, a testament to how deeply our community connects with this work. Beyond the 
stage, DJD found fresh ways to connect - bringing Jazz Walks to life on streets and screens, along with extending our 
impact through school programs and sponsored residencies.

This balance of performance, outreach, and innovation is what sets DJD apart. As we mark 40 years, we also look ahead 
with confidence - building on a strong foundation of governance, community support, and artistic vision. With this solid 
base, DJD is poised not only to remain a cultural cornerstone in Calgary but to strengthen its role as a significant voice in 
Canada’s arts landscape.

None of this would be possible without the leadership of Artistic Director Kim Cooper and Executive Director Kathi 
Sundstrom, the brilliance of our dancers and staff, the dedication of our volunteers, and the generosity of our supporters.
I am also grateful to my fellow board members for their vision and commitment.

The legacy is extraordinary - and the best is yet to come.

Meghan Vallance
Chair of the Board

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR



2

Time marches on, with a spring in its step, a hitch in its giddy 
up, some junk in its trunk. It moves in great leaps, a whirlwind, 
sometimes at a snail’s pace. In dance/music we speak of 
having good or bad time–meaning that the dancer/musician is 
good at holding a tempo–not speeding up or slowing down. We 
speak of keeping time–when we all feel a pulse together, we 
synchronize. 

Much time has passed since the founding of DJD, in 24/25 
we celebrated 40 years of it. It’s a remarkable feat to, frankly 
exist, as an arts organization, for that long, never mind one that 
is dedicated to jazz, in Calgary, for 40 years. We have been 
marching along in time, with time, keeping time through many 
good, but also some very challenging times.

And in our 40th season, we danced, in time, in the studios, on 
the stage, and on the streets. Two live music shows–one with 
a band from New Orleans, and one with a band of old friends. 
We created almost 40 jazz walks; since we didn’t make it to 40, 
we will keep going for a while, stay tuned! We reminisced and 
created new memories to reminisce about later. It felt like a real 
moment in time, although I would argue that it always feels 
like that at DJD. Maybe it’s something about working in jazz, it 
calls for you have good time, to stay in the moment, so every 
moment feels important. 

I have great pride and gratitude for DJD. I have been keeping 
time with DJD for so much of my life and found great joy in all 
the sharing of memories last season. Many old pals resurfaced 
and were happy to share their memories-dancers, musicians, 
designers, audiences, students, funders, board members. Stories 
I had forgotten and some I heard for the first time. 40 years 
has allowed DJD to have an impressive impact on people and 
culture in Calgary and beyond, it was nice to be reminded of 
that. 

40 years in, hopefully at least 40 more on the horizon. 
Heartfelt thanks, and I truly do have an ache in my chest 
when I think of you, to the founders, staff, audiences, physical 
therapists, funders, donors, board members, students, teachers, 
MUSICIANS. And then there are the dancers. Strangely there 
have only been about 100 DJD Company dancers in 40 years, 
seems like there would be more, but folks tend to stick around 
for a while, I have had the pleasure of knowing almost all of 
you, a couple only from the audience, but almost all. Thank 
you dancing buddies, the time we spent in rehearsal, in class, 
on stage, off stage, on tour, hanging, collaborating, sometimes 
crying, but mostly laughing, has been the best time of all. 

In the spirit of jazz,

Kimberley Cooper
Artistic Director

Kathi Sundstrom
Executive Director

Running an arts company takes a lot of courage, heart 
and collaboration. I joined the board in 1989 and became 
Executive Director for “a couple of years” in 1993. Longest 
couple of years in history! Here I am 32 years later, holding 
an even deeper appreciation for the art form, the artists, 
staff, crew, teachers and volunteers including our board 
members. It is my absolute privilege and pleasure to sit at 
the helm of such an amazing organization.

Our 40th Anniversary Season was a remarkable milestone. 
Having seen every DJD show since the company’s humble 
beginnings, I was delighted and moved to think about how 
DJD has grown and developed over the past 40 years. A 
true success story. 

It’s not always easy to predict what’s going to happen in 
any given season. So many factors are out of our control. 
The best we can do is use our experience and knowledge 
to guide us as we forecast how a season will play out. 
For our 40th Anniversary Season we had projected an 
operating loss of $476,000 but we ended up with a 
surplus of $18,000. Yes, that was indeed a monumental 
turn of events! There were several factors contributing to 
this extraordinary result starting with, first and foremost, 
the people. We have an amazing staff that believes in 
and works so hard to bring DJD to life, always doing the 
most with limited resources. Thank you. Financially, we had 
several boosts to the revenue side including a $150,000 
improvement from the returns on our investments, a 
$138,000 increase from a new program from the Federal 
Government called the Prairies Performing Arts Initiative, 
and the beautiful experience of achieving $67,000 more 
than our projected ticket sales as people came out, enjoyed 
the performances and helped us celebrate 40 years. 

With gratitude and appreciation, I invite you into this report 
whose pages will give you a picture of our extraordinary 
2024-25 season. 

MESSAGE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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PERFORMANCES & EVENTS

CALL AND RESPONSE

January 16-26, 2025

Our first show of the season was a new performance created 
by Artistic Director Kimberley Cooper featuring live music by the 
Falling Bullets Jazz Band from the birthplace of jazz, New Orleans 
Louisiana.  We took a big chance with this piece, and it paid off! 
It was a beautiful work, the music was incredible, and the dance 
matched. Call and Response was loved by audiences and many 
performances sold out. We were thrilled to once again be part of 
One Yellow Rabbit’s High Performance Rodeo for this event.

REMINISCING IN TEMPO

April 25 - May 12, 2024

From our 1984 debut, Body and Sole, to last season’s Party Time, 
DJD has created over 70 concerts. Reminiscing in Tempo drew 
from all 40 years with a spectacular retrospective of our vast 
repertoire featuring work by founders Vicki Adams Willis, Hannah 
Stillwell and Michèle Moss, as well as Sarisa F. de Toledo, Jamie 
Freeman Cormack and Kimberley Cooper. The band featured 
live music played by musical director and longtime collaborator 
Kristian Alexandrov with a five-piece ensemble. It was a wonderful 
anniversary, and we were thrilled to see many old and new friends 
in the audience.

Photo by Laura Kleiner

ALEXANDROV, NAVA AND NIELSEN

Janaury 30-February 1, 2025

We were pleased to co-present Alexandrov, Nava and Nielsen 
with OYR in the Rodeo. Danny Nielsen is a brilliant Calgary-born 
tap dancer who joined forces with renowned Bulgarian pianist/
percussionist Kristian Alexandrov and Venezuelan-born, bassist 
extraordinaire, Daniel Nava. The trio presented an excellent jazz 
concert with music touching on new takes of old standards, 
and original music, drawing on everything from traditional and 
contemporary jazz to R&B, hip hop and rock. It was a beautiful 
show, and the Friday concert included a tap jam featuring 
members of the tap community.Photo by Chris Randle

Photo by Laura Kleiner
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PERFORMANCES & EVENTS

SUSPENDING DISBELIEF

As many artists turned to film works over the pandemic, so did 
we at DJD. With the help of a Canada Council Digital Now Grant, 
suspending disbelief was created - a feature length project in 
eight chapters. In September 2024, three chapters were featured 
at Wild Dogs dance film festival in Calgary. 3 Horsewomen, which 
had premiered in Dance on Camera Festival at Lincoln Center 
in NYC, got its Calgary premiere, along with world premieres 
of Distanced Swing and William Parker. 3 Horsewomen also 
screened at Vessels Dance Film Festival in Cleveland Ohio in 
August 2025, and Distanced Swing screened at the Rhythmically 
Speaking wing of the Sansouci Dance Film Festival in 
Minneapolis Minnesota in July 2025.Photo by Laura Kleiner

SALVE REGINA DANCE PROGRAM COMPASS 
INTENSIVE/ NEWPORT JAZZ FESTIVAL

DJD has been working with Salve Regina’s Dance Program 
since 2020. Most notably, DJD was part of a performance at 
the Newport Jazz Festival (2024) - the first dance performance 
in the festival’s 71-year history. DJD artists have also been 
involved in teaching, mentoring choreographers, creating or 
setting work and repertoire. In 2024 and 2025, DJD was the 
Salve Regina’s Dance Program’s spring break travel abroad 
destination when 12 students came to DJD for a week-long 
intensive program including dance classes, lectures, and a trip 
to the fabulous Canadian Rockies.Photo by Kimberley Cooper

MAKING PERFORMANCES ACCESSIBLE  

DJD recognizes that there are many barriers in accessing performances and we have created a variety of audience programs 
that aim to address those barriers. In 2022 we introduced our first Pay-What-You-Can performance, which provides a limited 
number of tickets to a select performance at a PWYC rate. This season we also introduced reduced pricing for our B tier seats, 
making a more affordable option available for every performance. 

In partnership with Inside Out Theatre and with the support of a capstone grant from the Rozsa Foundation we were able to 
introduce relaxed performances for both of our productions to provide an option for audience members who would benefit 
from a more relaxed environment. These events were a great success and we received positive feedback from both our 
performers and the audience. 



FOOTPRINTS
May 23-24, 2025

Footprints is DJD’s Professional Training Program’s annual year-
end performance. The 2025 edition featured DJD repertoire and 
new choreographic works by faculty members Connor Denison, 
Ingrid Díaz Céspedes (Dance School Principal & Professional 
Training Program Director) and Jamie Freeman Cormack (Founding 
Professional Training Program Director), guest choreographers 
Thys Armstrong and Kaja Irwin (DJD company members) and PTP 
students choreographers Annalise Grammacione, Liza Heeler, 
M’Kayla Kongnetiman and Emily Williams

THE BLACK & WHITE BALL
June 7, 2025 at the Fairmont Palliser Hotel

Our annual fundraiser was a very special evening this year as we 
celebrated our 40th anniversary. Over 400 glamorous partygoers 
gathered to enjoy performances by the DJD Company and guests 
and bid on exciting silent auction prizes to help us meet our 
fundraising goal once again! A big thank you to our event sponsors 
Cassels, Certus Developments, Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts, 
Rogers Birdies for Kids and ICM Asset Management as well as 
our event chair, Bernadette Geronazzo, our Black & White Ball 
Committee, the generous silent auction donors, volunteers and 
all the talented musicians and performers who made this event a 
success.

Photo by Allison Seto

Photo by Laura Kleiner
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM
DJD’s Professional Training Program (PTP) continued to foster the development 
of skilled and knowledgeable jazz dance artists over the 2024/25 season with 
12 advanced level dancers from across Canada and beyond participating in the 
eight-month program: Zoë Banks (Waterfront, Connecticut, USA.), Abby Blanchard 
(Prince Albert, Saskatchewan), Natalia Cooper (Florida, USA), Morgan Dubay (New 
England, Maine, USA), Annalise Grammacione (Toronto, ON), Liza Heeler (St. Joseph, 
Missouri, USA), Johanna Hillbom (Stockholm, Sweden), Olivia Johnson (Edmonton, 
AB), M’Kayla Kongnetiman (Calgary, AB), Aisha Kueh (Calgary, AB), Alena Widdup 
(Barrhead, AB) and Emily Williams (Burlington, ON). The program culminated with 
a year-end performance, Footprints, in May and was supported in part by RBC 
Foundation.. 

YOUTH TRAINING PROGRAM
Our Youth Training Program (YTP) continued to provide high quality training to youth 
across several dance genres. DJD’s YTP showcases the talents of dedicated instruc-
tors who share a passion for dance and believe in educating well-rounded, happy 
and healthy dance artists. This past season, 52 young dancers trained through this 
program from ages 7 to 18. YTP students showcase their hard work with a final 
performance in June.

Photo by Trudie Lee

Photo by Maddy Faunt

CLASSES
DJD is known for creating a welcoming community where everybody can find 
joy in dance. Our classes are taught by professional dance educators who 
passionately share their love of dance with dancers from the ages of 2-92. 
We have over 50 classes offered from absolute beginner to advanced. We 
awarded over 70 bursaries for children from low-income families to access 
classes throughout the year.

CLASSES

TRAINING

SUMMER CAMPS
DJD summer dance camps are designed to instill a love of dance with 
an emphasis on fun and celebration. Students are encouraged to explore 
challenges, demonstrate creativity, expand movement vocabulary, build 
confidence and develop friendships with other students. This summer we 
had 21 camps throughout July and August. 74 bursaries were awarded to 
children from low-income families through our Send a Kid to Camp program 
to attend camp free of charge. The vibrancy the young dancers bring to the 
Dance Centre is the highlight of the summer for our staff and teachers.

Photo by Hero Images

Photo by Asmin Overstands

SPRING INTENSIVES
DJD offered its annual, week-long Spring Intensive to advanced dancers taught by DJD artistic leaders along with current 
and past company members. The Intensive introduces dancers to the DJD aesthetic and philosophy and works to build a jazz 
community that spreads far and wide. We are also one of the short-term study-abroad programming options at Salve University 
(Rhode Island, USA), where dance majors can take part in a week of dance training at the DJD Dance Centre while also learning 
about the business and art of running a non-profit school and company.



DANCING PARKINSON’S YYC
Originally launched in 2013 as a pilot program by Anne Flynn (Professor Emerita, 
Dance, University of Calgary) and Vicki Adams Willis (Founder in Residence, 
DJD), Dancing Parkinson’s YYC continues to positively impact quality of life for 
our beloved dancers living with Parkinson’s Disease. Over the past year, we had 
25 participants registered. This wonderful group of seniors even included two 
individuals in their 90’s! With both in-studio and Zoom options for our classes, 
participants have access to virtual classes from their homes or care homes 
and can participate virtually on days that they are not well or unable to make 
it in person. With live musical accompaniment and a focus on rhythm, body 
awareness, muscle development, coordination and socializing, the DPYYC 
classes have proven to be an uplifting and restorative experience for participants. 
A special thank you to The Palmer Family Foundation for their vital support of this 
important program.Dancing Parkinson’s YYC Class

CREATIVE RESIDENCY PROGRAM
The Creative Residency Program is a program that aims to support independent 
dance artists in Calgary and nationwide. The residency program has been created 
to support the research, development, and/or final phase of production for 
independent choreographers working on specified, self-directed projects that are 
targeted for production. During the residency, artists have access to one studio at 
the DJD Dance Centre at no cost for the duration of their residency. This past year 
we awarded 20 Creative Residencies with a total of 64 artists participating in these 
projects and over 700 hours of creation and rehearsal time.

Jared Herring Creative Residency.  Photo by Asim Overstands

DJD DANCE CENTRE

RESIDENT COMPANIES
The Centre has 8 resident companies who regularly use our facility for 
rehearsal or classes. These companies include: Alberta Dance Theatre, Ballet 
Bodies, illFX, Diversity Performing Arts Club of Calgary, National accessArts, 
SPARQ Productions, Tri-Tone Rhythm Ensemble, Western Canada Chinese Arts 
& Culture Association.

STUDIO & THEATRE RENTALS
Many individuals and arts groups use our space throughout the year for 
rehearsals, performances, creation space, workshops and classes. We had 34 
groups and 92 independent artists use our studios for creation, rehearsal and 
class space. 36 groups rented our theatre, holding a total over 70 events and 
performances throughout the season with over 8000 total audience members 
attending. 

National accessArts one of our Resident Companies

The DJD Dance Centre was designed to inspire creativity for the users within and to be a source of creative energy for the district. 
It offers performances, training, outreach, rehearsal, creation and social space for all who enter.  
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ARTS IN EDUCATION
DJD is committed to education and sharing our love of jazz music and dance 
with students in schools in a fun and energetic atmosphere. Dance feeds the 
soul, nourishes the heart, invigorates the body, challenges the mind, builds 
community and empathy, and puts groove in every step. The 2024/25 season 
involved 63 schools from the Calgary area and across Canada. Students from 
K-12 and University took part in residencies and workshops with a total of 4,477 
students participating. In addition, six schools attended the two student matinees 
of Reminiscing in Tempo for a total of 334 students.

We were thrilled to continue our relationships with Central Memorial High School 
and our Performance and Visual Arts Legacy Residency. We offer these students a 
unique experience with DJD artists and trips to DJD for student matinees. For the 
third year, we provided educators for the Captain Nichola Goddard annual Activity 
Day. This marked our 31st year of the Connaught School Artist in Residence 
program which brings DJD Company dancers and local dance educators into the 
school to teach each grade group for four to six weeks. Connaught School has 
500 students with 45 different countries and over 40 languages represented in 
their student population. Our Math in Motion Program, a partnership with TELUS 
Spark was modified this year to be available to just Kindergarten and Grade 1-2 
students.

Artist in Residency Program at Forest Lawn High School
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OUTREACH

Bowness High School Jazz Band and Dance Club 
performing material learned from DJD workshop at their 
Jazz Gala.

EASTERN CANADA OUTREACH
Joanne Baker, our Arts in Education Coordinator works remotely for DJD from Ontario. We have been able to expand our Arts in 
Education outreach with schools offering workshops in Toronto and Oshawa area.

AMERICAN OUTREACH
In October, Joanne Baker set a piece of DJD repertoire on Salve Regina University Students. Vicki Adams Willis’ Cottontail and 
Times a Wastin’ (1985) were showcased at their fall concert. 

DJD DANCE CENTRE

Thanks to some special donors, Nancy Diep and Erin & Riley Waite, we continued 
our work at Forest Lawn High School’s Dance Program and reignited the 
partnership with Discovering Choices, an alternative CBE high school, which 
brings at-risk students to the DJD Dance Centre for dance classes (West African 
& jazz), tying into the Alberta physical education curriculum.

We also formed some new relationships this season with Calgary Arts Academy 
where students came to DJD for three days of workshops; students from North 
Trail High School came to DJD for both workshop days and the spring student 
matinee; and at Valley Creek School where we immersed their full student 
population of 400 students for a five-day residency.



Decidedy Jazz Society (DJD) is a registered charity (118883545 RR0001) with an annual operating budget of $3.5M.

DJD has a solid record of fiscal responsibility and accountability. Our revenue base is highly diversified: programing revenues 34%, 
government grants 32%, fundraising 20% and investment income 14%. 

OPERATING REVENUES
•	 In 2025, 20% of DJD’s revenues came from fundraising (2024- 26%), 32% came from operating and project grants 

(2024 – 28%) and 34% came from programming. (2024 – 35%)14% from investment income (2024 -11%)
•	 Total fundraising, investment income and grant revenue contributed 66% to total revenue in 2025 and 65% to total revenue in 2024.
•	 Fundraising & Programming revenues are critical elements in sustaining the organization. 

OPERATING EXPENSES
•	 Salaries and wages were 43% of total expenses this season. (2024 - 40%)
•	 In 2025, operating costs (Building, and General & Administrative) were 20% of total expenses. (2024 –19%).
•	 In 2025, programming costs were 29%,  ( 2024 - 32% this increase is due to touring activity) In 2025, 
•	 fundraising costs 8% (2024 -10%)

Facility & Theatre Rental 9%

Fundraising 20%

Operating Grants 28%
•	 Calgary Arts Development 

7%
•	 Alberta Foundation for the 

Arts 7%
•	 Canada Council 14% 

Project Grants 4%
Programming (Ticket Sales, Class 
Registrations, Education Outreach) 
25%

Investment Income 14% Other 0%

Programming 29%

Fundraising 8%

Building Operational Costs 14%

General & Administrative 6%

Personnel  40%

FINANCIALS
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CUSTOMER SERVICE ASSISTANTS

Morgan Arthurson, Chantel Broderick, Isabelle Carcamo, 
Annalise Grammacione, Yuliia Kelemen, Jocelyn Mah, Kayla 
MacKenzie, Shandie Ta, Paige Wichers, Emily Williams

EVENT SERVICE ASSISTANTS

Barnaby Bennett, Ashley Boyd, Maryn Bjorndahl, Liza Heeler, 
Olivia Johnson, Yuliia Klemen, Ian Scott, Julie Van Dam, Emily 
Williams, Jason Yalcin

PROFESSIONAL COMPANY INSTRUCTORS

Vicki Adams Willis, Ingrid Diaz Cespedes, Kimberley Cooper, 
Jamie Freeman Cormack, Jason Owin F Galeos, Trudy Hipwell, 
Laura Kleiner, Rufi Oswaldo, Sandro Rajic, Deanne Walsh

DANCE SCHOOL INSTRUCTORS

Christahh Ahh, Shaharzad Ahmadi, Jasmine Almaguer-
Sheldrick, Thys Armstrong, Ballet Beats, Ballet Bodies, 
Amanda Bonnell, Cassandra Bowerman, Chantel Broderick, 
Gomo Cabarroguis, Edward Campbell, Sabrina Comanescu, 
Tyler Day, Ingrid Díaz Céspedes, Morgan Dubay, Rebecca 
Fishman, Jamie Freeman Cormack, Liza Heeler, Leanne Kidd, 
Pamela Gincher, Nicole Goldman, Annalise Grammacione, 
Catherine Hayward, Jared Herring, Trudy Hipwell, Kaja Irwin , 
Cody Jackson, Connie Jakab, Olivia Johnson, Yuliia Kelemen, 
M’Kayla Kongnetiman, Kayla Mackenzie, Vishal Malpuria, 
Dinou Marlett, Billie Mellor, Maven Movement, Kimberly Olson, 
Amanda Okafor, Kim Olson, Vanessa Padillo, Jill Robinson, 
Janelle Schiffner, Shanie Ta, Gracia Tanyikoy, Deanne Walsh, 
Emily Williams, Paige Wichers, Kirstin Wilson

YTP INSTRUCTORS

Christahh Ahh, Thys Armstrong, Ingrid Díaz Céspedes, Annalise 
Grammacione, Catherine Hayward, Kaja Irwin, Leanne Kidd, 
Kayla MacKenzie, Kimberly Olson, Paige Wichers

PTP INSTRUCTORS

Vicki Adams Willis, Joanne Baker, Amanda Bonnell, Kimberley 
Cooper, Connor Denison, Ingrid Díaz Céspedes, Jamie 
Freeman Cormack, Jared Herring, Trudy Hipwell, Laura Kleiner, 
Deanne Walsh

ARTS IN EDUCATION & OUTREACH INSTRUCTORS

Christahh Ahh, Joanne Baker, Joey Braunwarth, Lindsay 
Daniels, Trudy Hipwell, Ingrid Diaz Cespedes, Sabrina 
Comenescu, Jaime Emond, Saxon Fraser, Annalise 
Grammacione, Laura Kleiner, Tasha Lawson, Jen Mahood, 
Dinou Marlett, Kayla McKenzie, Amanda Okafor, Rufio 
Oswaldo, Kaja Irwin, , Ziad Mounib, Ajay Musodi, DeAnn 
Weekes, Natalka Lewis, Carsten Rubeling, Masani St Rose, 
Leah Wilcox, Deanna Witwer, Krista White, Tara Wilson

DANCING PARKINSON’S YYC INSTRUCTORS & STAFF

Vicki Adams Willis, Tina Guthrie, Alicia Molinski, Julie Pratt, 
Krista White, Sheldon Zandboer

It takes a small but mighty team of amazing people to 
accomplish what we do in a year. We are truly grateful for the 
talented individuals we have here at DJD.

LEADERSHIP	    

Kimberley Cooper - Artistic Director
Kathi Sundstrom - Executive Director 

CO-FOUNDERS	            

Vicki Adams Willis - Founder in Residence
Michèle Moss
Hannah Stilwell

ARTISTIC

Laura Kleiner - Artistic Assistant

PROFESSIONAL COMPANY DANCERS
Thys Armstrong, Cassandra Bowerman, Sabrina Comanescu, 
Catherine Hayward, Shemar Herbert, Kaja Irwin, Mara Liao 
Esnard, Natasha Korney, Gisele Ardosa (apprentice), Isaac Abriel 
(apprentice), Edward Campbell (apprentice) Shahrzad Ahmadi (on leave)

PRODUCTION
Arielle Bergeron - House Technician
Sarah Minor - Production Manager

PRODUCTION DESIGNERS

Hannah Fisher, Steve Isom, Brian MacNeil

MUSICIANS
Kristian Alexandrov, Jeremy Coates, Marla Dixon, Tyler Hornby, 
Defne Incirlioglu, Haruka Kikuchi, Thomas Majcherski, John Rodli, 
Carsten Rubeling, Julie Schexnayder, André Wickenheiser

FRONT OF HOUSE 

Morgan Dubay, Kate Middleton, Paige Wichers, Claire Winthers

PRODUCTION AND EVENTS CREW
Lauren Acheson, Dylan Bauer, Teigan Blondin de Boer, Nikkie 
Brown, Jackson Buchanan, Sarah Cameron, Lowen Carlson, Tess 
Cowie, Kim Creller, Dan Frerichs, Theresa Grant, Keri Halfacre, K 
Hall, Graeme Janzen, Kat Jeffery, Tara Kiely, Marcia Liber, Dylan 
Lindsay, Anna Morely, Ana Mulino, Raj Rathore, Katie Rountree, 
Jamie Sherritt

ADMINISTRATION 
Jasmine Almaguer Sheldrick - Administrative Assistant & 
Box Office Coordinator
Maddy Faunt - Marketing Coordinator
Heather Close - Development & Communications Manager
Chantal Snodgrass - Venue Services Manager & Volunteer Coordinator

DJD SCHOOL
Kirstin Anderson - Dance Centre & Marketing Manager
Joanne Baker – Artistic Outreach Associate
Ingrid Díaz Céspedes – Dance School Principal & PTP Director
Jamie Freeman Cormack – Founding PTP Program Director
Leanne Kidd – Youth Training Program Director
Billie Mellor – Assistant Dance Centre Manager  

STAFF



2024/2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DJD’s board is made up of a dedicated group of individuals 
who volunteer their time to futher DJD’s vision.

Meghan Vallance, Chair 
Vallance & CO.

Margaret Souleles, Treasurer 
International Frontier Resources 

Suzanne Boyd, Secretary
Aevias Services Inc.

Fiana Bakshan  - Tenaris 
 
Talia Bell  - YW Calgary 
 
Taylor Brown - TD Securities
 
Sonia Chung - Sproule ERCE
 
Mariam Elghahuagi - United Way 

Sue Han - FRANK Architecture & Interiors 

Rachel Li - RBC 

Susan Scullion - ICM Investment Management Inc. 

Caroline Wroblewski - TransAlta 

VOLUNTEERS
Thank you to our amazing team of volunteers. WIthout the 
generosity and dedication of these volunteers, as well as 
countless others who came before the, DJD would not be 
what it is today. 

BLACK & WHITE BALL COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

Bernadette Geronazzo, Thys Armstrong, Talia Bell, Karen 
Boudewyn, Taylor Brown, Chris Dovey, Ilona Drost, Matthew 
Eaton, Sue Han, Tyler Han, Dan Hertz, Theo Moore, Ellen 
Parker, Maghan Vallance, Casey Wagar, Nathan White, 
Caroline Wroblewski

DANCING PARKINSON’S  YYC VOLUNTEERS

Vicki Boothman, Morgan Dubay, Elizabeth Edwards, Heidi 
Hillman, Sasha Lavoie, Lisbeth Maidment, Kim Olson,  
Lysia Smandych

2024/2025 EVENT VOLUNTEERS

Patricia Allotey-Annan, Rita Andersson, Cori Ann Archer-
Moreau, Sofia Aya Cristancho, Valeria Aya Cristancho, Aisha 
Bai, Zoe Banks, Brennah Bilous, Danica Bradshaw, Giori 
Bruno, Karen Choy, Kristen Cousineau, Kajal Dattani, Pinky 
Dhaliwal, Nicole Dillon, Amber Dujay, Rebecca Gerritsen, 
Magda Gopaul, Merrill Gray, Megan Gunter, David Hambly, 
Johanna Hillbom, Stephen & Mary Hodges, Johanna Hung, 
Halla Iqbal, Lawrence Katende, Elizabeth Kiryanova, Tasha 
Lawson, Mandy Li, Marie Lychak, Mary Mack, Katie McMillan, 
Janira Moncayo, Zenia Mulhern, Ghaile Pocock, Moira 
Proskin, Tanya Ramirez, Anastasiia Reshetnova, Lynda Rive, 
Andria Romero, Lori Savoie, Ian Scott, Deepti Singh, Vivegha 
Somasundaram, Behina Tabatabaei, Meghana Tadimeti, 
Heather Thomas, Joyce Tsoi, Iris Tsoi, Ezgi Turker, Jason Yalcin
Paul Yang

OTHER NEWS

JAZZ WALKS 

In 1992, founding Artistic Director Vicki Adams Willis created a show called Jazzmanian 
Crossroads that introduced the idea of a Jazz Walk, a short simple solo in which a dancer 
traveled from one side of the stage to another. We have continued to use Vicki’s idea in various 
ways in many performances since. Last season as part of our 40th anniversary celebration, we 
created 35 jazz walk films, featuring the current company, DJD alumni, students and teachers, 
all dancing down the street outside DJD and arriving at the building. Jazz walk #23 was danced 
on the observation level of the Calgary Tower with views of the DJD Dance Centre. These short 
films created an excellent archive of DJD history, were great social media content and created a 
wonderful buzz. We hoped to get 40 jazz walks for 40 years and since we didn’t make it, we will 
continue to make it part of our practice beyond last season. Here’s the website link: https://www.
decidedlyjazz.com/experience/events/jazz-walks/
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A huge thank you and farewell to Ann Mallory, Heather Close 
and Chantal Snodgrass – all of whom have served DJD for 
many years in significant roles and have made a positive 
impact on our organization.
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KEY SUPPORTERS

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB
Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for patrons that want to 
contribute to the spirit of jazz dance and evolve the art form 
forward. Members have direct relationships with our professional 
dancers, enjoy exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences and are 
vital contributors to bringing original jazz works to life and to the 
lives of others.

#1 Rhythm Club ($10,000 – 49,999)

Osten-Victor Fund at The Calgary Foundation, Valerie Seaman
Clarice Siebens

Big Easies ($5,000 - $9,999)

Jason Cormack & Jamie Freeman Cormack, Virginia Dobson
Dr. Anitra Mamen, Lisa Poole, Darice Stern, Kathi Sundstrom
 
Blue Notes ($2,500 - $4,999)

Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons, Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts, 
Sheila O’Brien & Lee Richardson, Gary & Ruth Ramsden Wood, 
Mary Rozsa de Coquet

Rug Cutters ($1,000 - $2,499)

Vicki Adams Willis, Maureen Armitage & Shane Matthews, Susan 
Bennett & Carl Calantone, Dr. Ted Busheikin & Catherine Ford, 
Rochelle Caron, Kimberly Cooper, Barb & Scott English, David & 
Beverley Foy , Sue Han, Sandra Herd, Gail O’Reilly, Jack McIvor, 
Barry McKinnon, Alan & Geri Moon, Carol Navickas in Honour 
of Edmund Navickas, Rowland Nichol, Susan Scullion, Rodrigo 
Sousa, Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills, Kim Wiggins, Jody Wood & 
Quentin Pittman

Big Apples ($500 - $999)

Fiana Bakshan, Frances Behan, Talia Bell, Carol Blades, Suzanne 
Boyd, Taylor Brown, Grant Burns, Sonia Chung, Cheryl Cohen, 
Pam Corbett, Fraser Dods, Falkbuilt, Anne Flynn, Bonnie Laycock
Tricia Leadbeater, Rachel Li, Judy MacLachlan, Ann Mallory, 
Diana Osler, Alice Patrick, Betty Poulsen, Katie & Paul Pearlman, 
Sharon Rubeling, Susan Ruf, Susan Scullion, Ella Seppanen, 
Margaret Souleles, Dawn Tinling, Meghan Vallance, Karen Walker, 
Susan & Mark Wittrup, Caroline Wroblewski

Heartfelt thanks to the many corporations, foundations, 
organizations and individuals that recognize the 
importance of the arts and invest in DJD’s ability to enrich 
lives through jazz dance.

SUPPORTERS

Opening Night Partners

Jazz Roots Club Partner

Arts in Education Partners

Government Partners

Foundation Support

Program Partners

Event Sponsors



CASH DONORS

#1 Rhythm Club ($10,000 – 49,999)

Anonymous, Calgary Shaw Charity Classic Foundation – 
Rogers Birdies for Kids presented by AltaLink,  
Certus Developments, RBC, RBC Foundation
Decidedly Jazz Danceworks Endowment Fund at the Calgary 
Foundation, The Palmer Family Foundation

Big Easies ($5,000 - $9,999)

Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP, Nancy Diep, Fabbrici 
Foundation for the Arts, ICM Asset Management, Mawer 
Investment Management, The Pyke Family Fund at the 
Calgary Foundation, Rozsa Foundation – Audience 
Development Grant, Rozsa Foundation – RAMP Capstone 
Project Grant

Blue Notes ($2,500 - $4,999)

Anonymous, Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation,  
Nancy & Bill Hay Family Fund at The Calgary Foundation

Rug Cutters ($1,000 - $2,499)

Cresco Wealth Management, Garry Willis Memorial Fund at 
The Calgary Foundation, Riley & Erin Waite

Big Apples ($500 - $999)

Will Burton, Judy & Steel Curry in memory of Catherine 
Brown, Tracy Duncan, Jennifer Eggermont, New Zones Gallery 
of Contemporary Art Fund at The Calgary Foundation, Edna 
Froese, Justin Mayerchak, Western Canada Chinese Arts and 
Culture Association

Lindy Hoppers ($250 - $499)

Sandra Adams, PhD, Jan & Sue Armstrong, Arlene H. Henry 
Law Corporation, CAYK Marketing, Brian Clarke in honour of 
Maureen Mannix, Peter Grant & Shelley Harrop-Grant, Diane 
Hoy, Margot Kitchen in honour of Maureen Mannix, Sylvia 
Madder, Marda Loop Physiotherapy, Kevin Meyers, Sheila & 
Sandy Navrady, Chris Reimer Legacy Fund, Christina Siauw, 
Greg Tompkins, Paula Tyler

Feet Warmers ($100 - 249)

Troy Barker, Frances Behan, Karen Boudewyn, Paul Broderick, 
Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLP, Alison Conlin, Rhonda 
Dahl, Jan Damery, Celeste Dods, Robert Domingo, Jane 
Ebbern, Sean English, Barbara English, Louise Feroze in 
memory of Sibylle Feroze-Odlin, Marina Geronazzo, Terry 
Gilbert, Carol Green, Derrick Hadley, Sharon Hanwell, Cheryl 
Hayduk, Nanette Ho-Covernton, Kirk & Darlene Holloway, Kyra 
Huntingford, Kadri & John Irwin, Chris Jones, Thalia Kingsford, 
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SUPPORTERS

Feet Warmers cont.

Kevin Knoebels, Kevin Konynenbelt, The Lamberts, Anneisa 
Lauchlan, Tricia Leadbeater, Marie Lychak, Sylvia Madder, Justin 
Mayerchak, Karen McDonald, Bruce McFarlane, Gayle & Veli 
McPhee, Robert Neufeld, Gail Niinimaa, Jeff Nott, Jennifer Pannett, 
Kerrie Penney, Cameron Peters, Carolyn Phillips, Marilyn Potts, 
Renata Reid, Gordon Ross, Kristina Sammut-Smith, Rhoda Schultz, 
SUM Ltd, Usman Tahir Jutt, Gordon Tait, Emily Taylor, Mary Tidlund, 
Rubim & Sarisa de Toled, Marion Tompkins, Volker Stevin Canada, 
Odile Wall, Julian Warring, Jennifer Williams, Qichen Wu

Matching Gift Companies

Interpipeline

We would also like to thank the numerous individuals who 
support us in the Rhythm Section ($1-$99).



IN KIND DONORS

#1 Rhythm Club ($10,000 – 49,999)

COURUS Entertainment, The Academy powered by Heavens 
Elevated Fitness, Core Health Group Inc., Mackay CEO Forums

Big Easies ($5,000 - $9,999)

Hotel Arts

Blue Notes ($2,500 - $4,999)

Holt Renfrew, Wallcorp Development LTD, Zoe Pawlak

Rug Cutters ($1,000 - $2,499)

World of Vici Bespoke , Jerome's Hair Salon, O'Connors,  
Fresh Kitchen, Beacon Dermatology, Cowboys Music Festival, 
Vine Arts, Fairmont Lake Louise, Murray & Company Law 
Office, Cookbook Co, Pulcinella

Big Apples ($500 - $999)

Alberta Ballet, Alberta Boot Company, Beacon Dermatology, 
Calgary International Film Festival, Canadian Rocky Mountain 
Resorts, Cookbook Co., Cowboys Music Festival, Dean 
Davidson Jewelry, Deane House, Dorian Hotel, Ethan Allen, 
Fleur De Sel, Herschel Supply Company, Hotel Arts Kensington, 
Jan Wittig, Jerome Hair Salon, Kingly Menswear, Fairmont 
Lake Louise, Murray & Company Law Office, O’Connors, Pat & 
Betty, PFX Strength and Fitness, Pulcinella, Riki Dubos , Rodeo 
Nouveau, Spolumbos, The Derrick Gin Mill & Kitchen, TWIGS 
& Company, Upgrade Labs Calgary, Vine Arts, VRGE Hotel, YW 
Fitness, Zoe Pawlak, Zohar Walla

Lindy Hoppers ($250 - $499)

Ace High Hat Bar, AM PM Limo Service, Body by Chai, Brittania 
Wines, Calgary Petroleum Club, Calgary Surge, Ceasar's 
Steakhouse, CF Interiors, Contemporary Office Interiors Ltd., 
Erin Hurson, Fairmont Edmonton, Hammer Headz Salon, 
Kama, Lazy Day Rafts, Metrovino Fine Wines, Osteria Chef's 
Table, Palliser Hotel, Rubaiyat, Ten Foot Henry, WinSport

We would also like to thank the numerous companies and 
individuals who support us in-kind from $1-$249.

SUPPORTERS
CONSULTING PROFESSIONALS
Anita Huynh, Bookkeeper 
Catherine McAteer – Confluence Law 
Dr. Mike Good, Core Health Centre 
Derrick Needham, KISMET SOLUTIONS 
Helen Moore-Parkhouse, Marketing
Hugh Saunders, Lifemark Physiotherapy Springborough,  
Karen Vouri - Personal Fitness Trainer 
Narmin Ismail-Teja, impact@work inc. 
Passage Studios – Kristin Jostad,  
Terra Plum, Pulse Physiotherapy 
Trudie Lee Photography 
Sarah Rogers, Touring Agent 
Sandro Rajic, KVK Athletics
Terry Gilbert & Co. Ltd.
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