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It’s your turn to dance! Come get down with 
us at Calgary’s original and, in our opinion, 
greatest dance party and fundraiser, the  
Black and White Ball.

For tickets or more information, visit 
decidedlyjazz.com

The Black & White Ba
June 7, 2025
Fairmont Palliser Crystal Ballroom

APRIL 24 – MAY 11, 2025 
AT THE DJD DANCE CENTRE

A spectacular retrospective of some of our vast 
repertoire over the past 40 years accompanied 
by a live band led by longtime DJD collaborator 
Kristian Alexandrov.

SPONSORED BY
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Welcome!

We call and respond all the time. We are doing it right now. 
I’m calling to you with these words, and you are reading 
and responding. 

We use it in conversation: 
How are you?

In anything democratic: 
All those in favour say yea!

In sports:
Let’s go sports team let’s go!

In church:
Can I get an Amen?

Did you read those words and respond? Did you think: 
Fine
Yea
Clap, Clap
Amen

How hard did you have to think about it? My guess is 
not very.

This automatic response is something that happens to me, and, 
I’d guess, all the artists on stage when we hear jazz music.  
We simply respond, with our bodies and spirits and voices. 

I �rst heard Marla Dixon sing and play her horn at the 
Spotted Cat Club in New Orleans in May of 2024 and I 
responded. Without question, there is exceptional music in 
every nook and cranny of that city. This is nothing new. Jazz 
was born there, and although that land and its people have 
experienced horrors of many kinds, there is a joyous spirit 
that exists and lives so deeply in their culture, it is palpable. 
I heard a lot of incredible music on that trip, but on that hot 
day in May, Marla called, and I couldn’t ignore my response. 
About a month later I called her and proposed this project 
and aren’t we lucky she responded with yes. 

And here we are. Who are we? On this stage you will see 
and hear a particular group of artists; jazz called, and 
we answered. Jazz seems to do that; this music touches, 
changes, inspires and unites folks across the globe. 
And although only one person on this stage was born 
anywhere close to New Orleans, we are here responding 
with our bodies, spirits and voices. I hope you will too. 

Can I get an Amen?

Kimberley Cooper, Artistic Director

Welcome to the launch of our 
40th Anniversary Season. We 
have made it to this milestone 
because of many amazing 
things over our history. We have 
enjoyed incredible collaborations 
with international, national and 
local artists as demonstrated 
in tonight’s performance. We 
have been acknowledged in 
jazz dance textbooks and �lms, 
and we’ve been celebrated for 
our repertoire and approach 
to teaching at home and 
abroad. DJD has made huge 
contributions to the dance 
community at large, but 
continues to live, breathe, dance, 
and invest in the artistic and 
social fabric of Calgary.

Our success is a result of the 
dedication and commitment of 
our board members, volunteers, 
staff, artists, dancers, teachers, 
and technicians who all contribute 
to our story. It is also because of 
you, our audience, for sharing 
the joy of jazz with us at our 
performances and events.

I’d speci�cally like to thank our 
government funders – the Canada 
Council for the Arts, the Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts, and The City 
of Calgary through Calgary Arts 
Development. And deep gratitude 
goes to Jazz Roots members, 
individual donors, and sponsors.

We are so excited to celebrate 
the start of our 40th Anniversary 
season with you. If you can think 
of others who would enjoy this 
show, please call them and 
hopefully they will respond. 

Kathi Sundstrom
Executive Director

Message from the Artistic Director, 
Kimberley Cooper

Message from  
the Executive Director, 
Kathi Sundstrom
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Kimberley Cooper Artistic Director, Choreographer

Kimberley Cooper is the Artistic Director of Decidedly Jazz Danceworks (DJD). She 
has been with DJD since 1989, as a dancer (1989-2013), Resident Choreographer/
Artistic Associate (2002-2013), and Artistic Director (2013-). She was named Emerging 
Artist of the Year by Alberta Dance Alliance (2002). Since then, she has created 
over 20 full-length works for DJD and many shorter pieces. In 2023 DJD made its 
debut performance at Jacob’s Pillow with her piece, Family of Jazz. Kimberley has 
also created many independent works, including remounts and/or commissions at 

UofC (1996/2025), SUNY Potsdam NY (2006) Western Michigan University (2023), Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas (2023), and Salve Regina University, Newport RI (2019, 2023 & 2024). At Salve 
Regina she was thrilled to make history at their inaugural Bridging the Gap Festival which included 
DJD performing one of her pieces in the �rst dance performance ever at the Newport Jazz Festival. 
During the pandemic, Kimberley created a series of eight short �lms with DJD under the umbrella 
title suspending disbelief. The �rst in the series premiered at the Dance on Camera Festival at Lincoln 
Center in New York City (2024). Kimberley served as Artist in Residence during Calgary, Cultural 
Capital of Canada (2012), and with Fall for Dance North in Toronto (2020-2022). She was awarded 
Dance Victoria’s Crystal Dance Prize (2015) for research in Brazil and has contributed chapters to 
the books City of Animals, (UofC’s Humanities Department, 2017) and Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist 
Aesthetics and Equity in the Twenty First Century (University Press, Florida, 2022).

BIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIES

Marla Dixon Musical Director, Trumpet, Vocals 

Marla Dixon’s uncommon and exuberant spirit, which comes through in both her 
trumpet playing and spectacular singing, immediately dominates any context she 
appears in. When she leads, it’s always about groove and feeling. No matter who’s 
in the band it’s her spirit that prevails, and the results are always exciting. Originally 
from Ontario, Marla has toured North America and Europe with Shake ’Em Up 
Jazz Band, and been a featured performer at festivals in England, Denmark, and 
Australia. Having settled in New Orleans, Marla enjoys weekly residencies playing 

with Shotgun Jazz Band. Wherever she happens to be performing, it’s safe to say that she misses 
her dogs.

Isaac Abriel Apprentice Dancer  

Isaac Abriel, from Kingston, Nova Scotia, began his dance training at Precision 
Dance Company. In 2018, he moved to Anaheim, California, to join Mather Dance 
Company’s Bridge Into The Industry program, later relocating to Los Angeles. In 2020, 
Isaac returned to Halifax, establishing himself as a professional artist. His credits include 
performances with Rooted Dance Projects, Zimmerdans, Mocean Dance, and 
various festivals such as FODAR and the Saint John Contemporary Dance Festival. 
Isaac co-choreographed Blur with Marrin Jessome and completed a creative 

residency with Nostos Collectives. This is Isaac’s �rst season with DJD.

Gisele Ardosa Apprentice Dancer  

Gisele Ardosa is an emerging artist specializing in dance and movement 
composition. Originally from Toronto, she earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from 
Toronto Metropolitan’s Creative School and trained with DART Contemporary 
Company in Berlin. Gisele’s performance credits include works by Lea Ved, 
Guillaume Côté, David Norsworthy, Roberto Campanella, and Robert Glumbek. 
As a choreographer, her pieces have been presented by Fall for Dance North, 
Innovative Ballet Theatre, and Toes for Dance. She was awarded the Lipson Family 

Endowment for her excellence in performance and choreography and debuted a new piece at 
the SOLOCOREOGRAFICO Festival 2024 in Frankfurt.
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Sabrina Naz ComĂnescu Dancer

Canadian dancer Sabrina Naz Comanescu is a dynamo member of the nation’s 
artistic landscape. Her passion for dance and ethnography is rooted in the 
multitude of genres found in the African diaspora with a focus on Caribbean and 
American movement and music. She has helped cultivate western Canadian 
dance communities for over a decade as a performer, choreographer, �lmmaker, 
dance instructor and student. She has had the privilege to gather knowledge, 
teach and perform throughout Canada, The United States, The Caribbean and 

Europe. She has developed a practice along the way that celebrates cultural diversity and holds 
close to the ideology of Sankofa, “learning from the past to inform the future, reaching back to 
move forward, and lifting as we climb”. She is also the current artistic associate for The Diversity 
Performing Arts Club of Calgary and is thrilled to be in her 10th season in the Decidedly Jazz 
Danceworks Company.

Thys Armstrong Dancer

Hailing from Vancouver, Thys Armstrong began dancing at RNB Dance & Theatre 
Arts with teachers Charmaine Nobes, Haley Walker, and Vicki View, among others. 
Thys has danced with Coastal City Ballet, under the direction of Li Yaming and 
Katie Bois, Ottawa Rhythm Initiative, and 3120 Dance Collective Amsterdam. He has 
had the pleasure of performing works by Brandi Coleman, Lisa La Touche, Melanie 
George (with DJD), Ben Stevenson, and Wen Wei Wang, and Irene Schneider. 
Thys is featured in Centre Stage: On Pointe (�lm) and Unreal! (TV). Thys is thrilled to 

continue his journey into the world of jazz in his fourth season with DJD. 

Mara Liao Esnard Dancer

Rooted in Cuba, Mara Liao Esnard is a dance educator, dancer, and choreographer. 
She graduated from the National Ballet School in Havana, Cuba. Through her time in 
YYC she has participated in a diversity of festivals, performances, and collaborative 
works. Her passion and curiosity for jazz dance and music led her to immerse herself 
into DJD’s Training Program for two seasons. This is Mara’s fourth season with the dance 
company. Mara continues to dig deeper into her mixed-race identities (Asian, African 
and Hispanic) and discover how all these different backgrounds in�uence her artistry.

Hannah Fisher Costume Designer

Hannah Fisher is a Prairie designer, visual storyteller and creator whose work 
spans performance mediums such as dance, circus, drag and theatre. Heavily 
in�uenced by nature memoir writing, the idea of smallness, and the residual grit 
of body and memory, her work explores the sensibilities between color, texture and 
form. Hannah’s artistic voice grew from a background of visual art at Emily Carr 
University of Art and Design (2016) and the National Theatre School of Canada 
(2019) Costume and Set Design program. She continues to push the way she 

understands the responsibilities of being a maker, leaning into craft and up-cycling practices as 
pillars of her creative process.

Edward Campbell Apprentice Dancer

Edward Campbell, born in Panama City, developed a passion for the arts through 
his mother. In high school, he pursued both dance and graphic design, attaining a 
degree from The University of Panama. In 2003, he co-founded Fullstyle Family, one 
of Panama’s oldest breaking groups, promoting Hip Hop culture. Before moving to 
Calgary in 2014, he conducted workshops across Panama, Costa Rica, and the 
U.S. In Calgary, he joined People’s Militia and Next of Kin, teaching various dance 
styles. As a brand designer, he created Adesse Threads, offering clothing for fans  

of music, design, and Hip Hop culture.

˘
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Shemar Herbert Dancer

Shemar Hebert was born in Calgary and is of Jamaican and Nevisian heritage. 
Growing up in a musical environment, Shemar’s love for music is what �rst sparked 
his love for dancing. Shemar began training in a myriad of street dance styles 
including but not limited to: Afro House, Locking, Hip Hop, Popping and Dancehall. 
Shemar will continue to expand on his own choreographic endeavours and forms 
of artistic expression, while ensuring further exploration of his love for dance. 
Alongside fostering his own artistic identity, Shemar vows to pay homage to the 

cultures that have historically paved the way for the future generations.

BIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIESBIOGRAPHIES

Haruka Kikuchi TROMBONE

Trombonist Haruka Kikuchi, a.k.a. “Queen of Tailgate” because she continues the 
tailgate style Trombone which is a tradition of New Orleans Jazz. Since she came to 
New Orleans in 2014, she has been playing with Shake ‘Em Up Jazz Band, Preservation 
Hall All Stars, Original Tuxedo Jazz Band and many more local musicians both within 
and outside the country. She was also a nominated member for the 61st Grammy 
Awards, Best Regional Roots Music Album. In April 2020, a new compilation Album 
from her own project Japan: New Orleans Collection Series was released.

Defne (Dizzy) Incirlioglu washboard, percussion

Defne Incirlioglu is a New Orleans-based percussionist. She learned to play washboard
and drums over a decade of busking in the French Quarter with a focus on early 
American jazz and blues, various world folk music traditions and collective improvising. 
Defne currently plays with Shake ‘Em Up Jazz Band, Secret Six Jazz Band and Sirocco 
Brass, among others. When she’s not playing music, she can be found sewing 
Mardi Gras costumes, chasing her dogs around and cooking big pots of food. 

Kaja Irwin Dancer

Kaja Irwin is a Winnipeg-born dancer, choreographer, and dance educator. 
After completing her B.A. in Political Science, she decided to pursue a career in 
dance. Studying in DJD’s Professional Training Program, Kaja developed a love 
of both jazz and the Calgary dance community. She loves to explore movement 
and collaborations across art forms, including mask, puppetry and clown as well 
as collaborating with Calgary jazz musicians to develop improvised pieces for the 
stage. She is proud to be in her second year in the Festival of Animated Objects 

(FAO) Incubator program premiering her interdisciplinary dance and puppetry piece in March 2025. 
Kaja feels honoured to be back for her 10th season performing with DJD.

Catherine Hayward Dancer

Catherine holds a BFA with Honours from Toronto Metropolitan University and 
has danced with the DJD company since 2007. She was the Artistic Director of 
DJD’s Velocity (2017) and Borderland (2015). She is co-creator, producer and 
choreographer of Bodied Indivisible ensemble, recent projects include the mixed-
bill production Generations (2023) and the contemporary dance �lm Everybody’s 
Heading for the Exit (2023) with �lmmakers Eric Pauls and Michael Janke. Catherine’s 
independent choreographic work often includes collaborations featuring live music, 

such as The Depths of Radiance (2024) and The Suit (2023) with composer/musician Jon McCaslin, 
Don’t Wake the Lions, with Tom Richards (2024 & 2021), form, act, cease, ensue with Jeremy Gignoux 
(2017) Tethered with Rubim de Toledo (2016). Catherine is committed to artistic development, 
mentorship and community engagement. She has a 12-year relationship as a choreographer with 
Rooted Dance Projects (Halifax), 5 seasons with Alberta Dance Theatre for Young People (2010-2015) 
and she currently mentors students at DJD’s school, including dancers’ in the PTP and YTP.
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Brian MacNeil Lighting Designer

Brian MacNeil has served as a lighting designer and technical director for dance 
and theatre for several decades. Touring with Brian Webb led to collaborations 
with Elaine Bowman presenting local performers and artists abroad. Favourite 
productions recalled are: Caligula, Waiting for Godot, and Medea for Theatre 
Encounter; Metamorphosis, and Fall of the House of Usher for Theatre Mystic; 
Jesus Christ Superstar, and Evita for May�eld Dinner Theatre. Recent projects for 
DJD include Family of Jazz, Nervous Systems, and Party Time. Going way back, Brian 

has fond memories of Michael Green and the Secret Elevator Experimental Performance Festival.

Natasha Korney Dancer

Natasha Korney began pursuing dance at the age of 13, speci�cally in the styles of 
Hip-Hop, Jazz, Modern, Contemporary and African Dance. As part of her training, she 
spent two years in the DJD’s Professional Training Program, performing in the annual 
show, Footprints. In 2010, she commenced a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree, specializing in 
Contemporary dance at the University of Calgary, and took part in performances such 
as, Mainstage, Why Dance 3D and other productions. This is Natasha’s 11th season with 
DJD, and she looks forward to performing in many more productions with the company.

Marcia Liber Stage Manager

Marcia Liber is excited to be back for her eighth season with Decidedly Jazz Danceworks. 
Previous DJD Stage Management credits include Party Time, Olio, Nervous Systems, 
Old/New/Borrowed/Blue, Family of Jazz, AMPLIFIED, suspending disbelief, Juliet & 
Romeo (2019/20), Better Get Hit in Your Soul (2019), Lovestruck, Mimic and Velocity. 
When not working with DJD, she is a freelance stage and production manager, 
and can be found working on many types of live art including puppetry and circus. 
She would like to thank her mom for her kindness and support. Enjoy the show!

Tomas Majcherski Reeds 

Tomas Rawicz Majcherski is a New York City-based musician and composer who plays 
saxophones, clarinets and �ute. He lived in New Orleans from 2012 until 2019 where he 
performed in a variety of musical styles, eventually completing a Master’s degree in 
Jazz Studies at the University of New Orleans. In 2018 he was awarded the ASCAP Louis 
Armstrong Foundation Scholarship for his compositions. He has worked extensively 
with the Bread and Puppet Theater. His project Sonic Chambers Quartet is releasing 
its �rst album this spring with 577 Records. Hear more at rawiczmusic.com.

John Rodli Guitar  

Known for his driving rhythm guitar, John Rodli began his career in New Orleans 
in 1991. Initially a street musician, he played with Tuba Fats and Doreen Ketchens 
and quickly took on club gigs with The New Orleans Jazz Vipers, The Cottonmouth 
Kings, The Hot Club of New Orleans, The Palmetto Bug Stompers, and R&B local 
favorite King James and the Special Men. These days, John continues session work 
and plays regularly with the Shotgun Jazz Band, Leo Forde’s Gazinti Trio, and the 
Palmetto Bug Stompers as well as in various jazz trios across town. 

Julie Schexnayder BASS  

Self-taught, Julie plays in the traditional slap style of New Orleans bassists Pops Foster, 
Alcide “Slow Drag” Pavageau and Chester Zardis. A full-time member of the Shake ‘Em 
Up Jazz Band and Palmetto Bug Stompers, she can also be found in session recordings, 
jazz trios, and playing with other traditional bands such as The Shotgun Jazz Band, Duke 
Heitger’s Steamboat Stompers (on the Steamboat Natchez), and James Evans’ Kindred 
Swindlers. Biannually, Julie joins an all-star band of Louisiana natives in an educational 
tour of New Orleans schools organized and funded by Jazz at Lincoln Center in NYC. 
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To �nd out more, contact 
Kathi Sundstrom at 403-228-8178.

Celebrate DJD’s 40th Anniversary 
by participating in our 50/50 raf�e!

Are you looking 
for a rewarding 

opportunity to meet 
other leaders and 
support the arts? 

Consider joining our 
Board of Directors. 
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DJD Dance Centre 
111 – 12 Avenue S.E. 
Calgary, AB  T2G 0Z9 
403-245-3533
djd@decidedlyjazz.com 

For more information, 
visit www.decidedlyjazz.com

DJD is unique, and one of only a handful of 
dance organizations globally that is driven 
by a jazz mandate. We are a concert jazz 
dance company, constantly innovating and 
evolving the art form. We are also Calgary’s 
largest dance school, offering a wide variety 
of classes for all ages and abilities, from 
beginner to professional. Our professional 
training program is designed for those 
aspiring to have a career in jazz dance.

In 2016 we opened the stunning DJD Dance 
Centre, which has become a dance hub in our 
city. We exist to contribute meaningfully to the 
future of jazz dance. Our community is wide 
and inclusive. We believe in human connection, 
personal expression, and the dignity of all 
people. We believe in dancing to music, with 
bent knees and movement in our torsos, we 
embrace improvisation, rhythmic sophistication, 
the individual, and the community.

Jazz is born of Black American culture and its 
roots lie in the turbulent history of the African 
American experience. We acknowledge this 
history and recognize ourselves as guests 
in this form. We are inspired by and bene�t 
from traditions born of a culture that is not our 
own. We strive to be respectful in honouring 
the roots and history of jazz, we dance with 
reverence for those who came before us, 
we dig deep to go forward, we strive to 
appreciate rather than appropriate. 

In the summer of 2023 DJD was the only 
Canadian company invited to perform at  
the prestigious Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival 
in Beckett, Massachusetts. 2024-2025 is DJD’s 
40th Anniversary season.

IN THE SPIRIT OF JAZZ WE DANCE

KEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERS
Program Partners

Event Sponsors

Government Supporters

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

KEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERSKEY SEASON SUPPORTERS

Arts in 
education

Jazz Roots 
Club PartnerOpening Night Partners
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Kimberley Cooper
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kathi Sundstrom
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Co-Founders
Vicki Adams Willis
FOUNDER IN RESIDENCE

Michèle Moss

Hannah Stilwell

Artistic
Laura Kleiner
ARTISTIC ASSISTANT

Dancers
Thys Armstrong

Sabrina Naz Comanescu

Catherine Hayward 

Shemar Herbert 

Kaja Irwin

Natasha Korney

Mara Liao Esnard

Isaac Abriel APPRENTICE

Gisele Ardosa APPRENTICE

Edward Campbell APPRENTICE

Shahrzad Ahmadi ON LEAVE

Cassandra Bowerman ON LEAVE

Administration 
Jasmine Almaguer Sheldrick
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT &  
BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR

Heather Close
DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 

Maddy Faunt  
MARKETING COORDINATOR

Chantal Snodgrass
VENUE SERVICES MANAGER &  
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Production
Arielle Bergeron 
HOUSE TECHNICIAN

Sarah Minor
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Front of House 
Kate Middleton
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Morgan Dubay 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Paige Wichers
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

DJD School
Kirstin Anderson
DANCE CENTRE & MARKETING MANAGER

Joanne Baker
ARTISTIC OUTREACH ASSOCIATE

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes
DANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL & 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Jamie Freeman Cormack
FOUNDING PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Leanne Kidd
YOUTH TRAINING PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Billie Mellor
ASSISTANT DANCE CENTRE MANAGER  

Customer Service 
Assistants 
Morgan Arthurson

Isabelle Carcamo

Annalise Grammacione

Yulia Kelemen

Jocelyn Mah

Kayla MacKenzie

Shandie Ta 

Paige Wichers

Emily Williams

2024-2025
Board of Directors
Meghan Vallance Morin CHAIR
VALLANCE & CO.

Margaret Souleles TREASURER
INTERNATIONAL FRONTIER RESOURCES

Fiana Bakshan
TENARIS

Talia Bell
YWCA

Taylor Brown
TD SECURITIES

Sue Han
FRANK ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS

Susan Scullion
ICM INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT INC.

Caroline Wroblewski
TRANSALTA

Company 
Instructors
Jazz

Vicki Adams Willis

Kimberley Cooper

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

Jamie Freeman Cormack

Laura Kleiner

Improvisation

Vicki Adams Willis

African 

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

Deanne Walsh

Cuban Modern

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

House

Jason Owin F. Galeos

Partnering

Ru� Oswaldo

Yoga

Passage Studios

Fitness

The Academy powered by 
Heavens Elevated Fitness

Sandro Rajic of KVK Athletics

Accompanist
Trudy Hipwell & Ensemble

Consulting 
Professionals 
Terry Gilbert & Co. Ltd.

Dr. Mike Good 
CORE HEALTH CENTRE  

Anita Huynh BOOKKEEPER

Narmin Ismail-Teja
impact@work inc.

Trudie Lee PHOTOGRAPHY

Catherine McAteer
CONFLUENCE LAW

Helen Moore-Parkhouse
MARKETING

Derrick Needham 
KISMET SOLUTIONS 

Terra Plum
PULSE PHYSIOTHERAPY

Hugh Saunders
LIFEMARK PHYSIOTHERAPY SPRINGBOROUGH

Karen Vouri PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

Sarah Rogers TOURING AGENT

DJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATIONDJD ORGANIZATION
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CALL CALL ANDANDAND RESPONSE RESPONSE
PRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATION

CALL AND RESPONSE
PRODUCTION ORGANIZATION

Production Staff
PRODUCTION MANAGER Sarah Minor

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR Lowen Carlson

STAGE MANAGER Marcia Liber

HEAD OF LIGHTS Arielle Bergeron

HEAD OF SOUND Dan Frerichs

HEAD OF STAGE Kai Hall 

FOLLOW SPOT OPERATOR Laura Kleiner

HEAD OF WARDROBE Teigan Blondin de Boer

DRESSER Jamie Sherritt 

STITCHER Sarah Cameron

STITCHER Terri Grant

STITCHER Jamie Sherritt

DYER Kat Jeffery 

Marketing
MARKETING CONSULTANT Helen Moore-Parkhouse

POSTER AND PROGRAM DESIGN Daniel Blais

PHOTOGRAPHY Trudie Lee Photography

ARCHIVAL/PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS Noel Bégin

CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL CALL ANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDANDAND RESPONSEAND RESPONSEAND RESPONSEANDANDAND RESPONSEAND RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE RESPONSE
PRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATIONPRODUCTION ORGANIZATION
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Artistic Director/
Choreographer
Kimberley Cooper

Musical Director
Marla Dixon

Dancers
Thys Armstrong

Sabrina Naz Comanescu   

Mara Liao Esnard   

Catherine Hayward    

Shemar Herbert   

Kaja Irwin     

Natasha Korney     

Isaac Abriel APPRENTICE

Gisele Ardosa APPRENTICE

Edward Campbell APPRENTICE

Musicians
Marla Dixon: VOICE, TRUMPET

Defne Incirlioglu WASHBOARD, PERCUSSION

Haruka Kikuchi TROMBONE

Tomas Majcherski REEDS

John Rodli GUITAR

Julie Schexnayder BASS

Costume Design
Hannah Fisher

Lighting Design
Brian MacNeil

Stage Manager
Marcia Liber

Special Thanks
Vertigo Theatre 

Jason Eckenroth

Riley Miljan

˘
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ACT 2ACT 2ACT 2ACT 2ACT 2ACT 1ACT 1ACT 1ACT 1ACT 1ACT 1
S.O.L. Blues 

Louis Armstrong

We Will Walk in the 
Streets of the City

A. Flamman
Dr. T.H. Peacock

Algiers Strut
Kid Thomas Valentine

 I Believe I Can 
Make it by Myself

Sammy Penn 

Temptation Rag
Thomas Henry Lodge 

Mama’s Gone, 
Good Bye

Peter Bocage
Armand Piron

New Orleans Bump
Jelly Roll Morton

New Orleans Stomp
Lil Hardin

Louis Armstrong

She’s Crying for Me
Santo Pecora

Oriental
Billy Meyers

Elmer Schoebel

 Peanut Vendor
Moisés Simons

Creole Song
Kid Ory

Bucktown Stomp
Johnny Dodds

Madagascar
Wilber De Paris

Shim-Me-Sha-Wabble
Spencer Williams

Let’s Get 
Drunk And Truck

Lil’ Johnson

12th Street Rag
Euday L. Bowman

Backwater Blues
Bessie Smith

Careless Love
W.C. Handy

Lawd! You Made the 
Night Too Long

Victor Young
Sam Lewis

Nobody Knows 
the Way I Feel This 

Morning
Tom and Pearl Delaney

Up Above My Head
Traditional

Big love to Sister Rosetta Tharpe and 
Marie Knight with Sam Price Trio, Decca 1948

ACT 2
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TAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOW
Cash Donations
Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts 
directly enrich DJD’s ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form. Members of our Jazz Roots 
Club — a special donor club that offers opportunities to meet and mingle with other supporters and 
the dancers — are listed separately on page 13 of the program.

#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
$10,000+
The �rst of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

Anonymous

Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 
Foundation – Rogers Birdies for 
Kids presented by AltaLink

Certus Developments Inc.

RBC

RBC Foundation

Decidedly Jazz Danceworks 
Endowment Fund at 
Calgary Foundation

The Palmer Family Foundation

BIG EASIES 
$5,000 – $9,999

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP

● Nancy Diep

Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

Hotel Arts

ICM Asset Management   
Corporation

Mawer Investment 
Management Ltd.

The Pyke Family Fund at 
Calgary Foundation

Rozsa Foundation –  
Audience Development Grant

Rozsa Foundation –  
RAMP Capstone Project Grant

BLUE NOTES 
$2,500 – $4,999
The �attened notes fundamental 
to blues — oriented jazz and the 
name of a famous record label.

Anonymous

● Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation

Marshall Toner

RUG CUTTERS 
$1,000 – $2,499
The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

Cresco Wealth Management

Garry Willis Memorial Fund at 
Calgary Foundation

Government of Alberta

Robert Neufeld

● Riley & Erin Waite

BIG APPLES
$500 – $999
A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

● Will Burton

● Judy & Steele Curry in memory of 
Catherine Brown 

● Tracy Duncan

Jennifer Eggermont

Newzones Gallery of Contemporary 
Art Fund at Calgary Foundation

Western Canada Chinese Arts and 
Culture Association

LINDY HOPPERS 
$250 – $499
The couples who improvise the 
heart-stopping dance that marked 
the height of the swing era.

Anonymous

Sandra Adams, PhD

Jan & Sue Armstrong

● Arlene H, Henry Law Corporation

Brian Clark in honour of   
Maureen Mannix

Kevin Dehod

Peter Grant & Shelley Harrop-Grant

Margot Kitchen in honour of 
Maureen Mannix

Sheila Navrady

● Chris Reimer Legacy Fund

● Christina Siauw

Paula Tyler

FEET WARMERS
$100 – $249
The affectionate name for the 
band (or dancers) keeping the 
dance �oor hot.

Anonymous

Rubim & Sarisa de Toldeo

Barbara English

Louise Feroze in memory of 
Sibylle Feroze-Odlin

Beverley Fujino

Carol Green

Sharon Hanwell

Cheryl Hayduk

Kirk & Darlene Holloway

● Penny Hume

● Wendy Humphreys

● Kyra Huntingford

Kadri & John Irwin

Corine Jansonius

● Linda Jennings

Kevin Konynenbelt

The Lamberts

Marie Lychak

Jonathan & Laura Lytton

Sylvia Madder

● Susan Mann

● Ella McBeth

● Vickie McKinnon

Gayle McPhee

Laura Moore

Gail & Veli Niinimaa

Carolyn Phillips

Doug Powrie

Doreen Sandercock

David Severson

Gordon Tait

Emily Taylor

● Odile Wall

Matching Gift 
Companies

Shell Canada

We would also like to thank the numerous individuals who support us from $1-$99. To the best of our 
knowledge, this list re�ects donations received from January 1, 2023 – January 1, 2025. Please call 
Heather Close at 403-228-8181 to make your gift or to advise us of any changes or omissions so we 
may correct our records. 

● Supporter of Send a Kid to 
Camp

● Supporter of Dancing 
Parkinson’s YYC

● Supporter of Arts in 
Education

TAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOWTAKE A BOW
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JAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUBJAZZ ROOTS CLUB
The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting the vibrant spirit and artistic excellence 
of DJD. 

Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for people and companies that want to have a direct impact on the 
performances, artist development and community outreach that DJD is able to provide in Calgary 
and beyond. Members get to have direct relationships with our professional dancers, enjoy exclusive 
behind-the-scenes experiences, and become part of the legacy of DJD.

Current Donors
#1 RHYTHM CLUB
$10,000 – 49,999
The �rst of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933.

Osten-Victor Fund at 
Calgary Foundation

Clarice Siebens

Valerie Seaman

Glenn Sundstrom

BIG EASIES 
$5,000 – $9,999

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz.

Jason Cormack &  
Jamie Freeman Cormack

Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts

Dr. Anitra Mamen

Lisa Poole

Darice Stern

Kathi Sundstrom

BLUE NOTES 
$2,500 – $4,999
The �attened notes fundamental to 
blues – oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label.

Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons

● Virginia Dobson & 
Dale Huntingford

Garry & Ruth Ramsden Wood 
United Way of Calgary,  
Donor Choice program

RUG CUTTERS 
$1,000 – $2,499
The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, ‘30s and ‘40s.

Vicki Adams Willis

Maureen Armitage &  
Shane Matthews

Dr. Ted Busheikin &  
Catherine Ford

● Susan Bennett & Carl Calantone

Rochelle Caron

Kimberley Cooper

Rod Cooper

Barb & Scott English

David & Beverley Foy

Sue Han

Nancy & Bill Hay Family Fund at 
Calgary Foundation

Sandra Herd

Stephanie LeBaron

Jack McIvor

Barry McKinnon

Alan & Geri Moon

Carol Navickas in honour of 
Edmund Navickas

Gail O’Reilly

M. L. Rozsa De Coquet

Susan Scullion

Rodrigo Sousa

Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills

Kim Wiggins

Jody Wood & Quentin Pittman

BIG APPLES
$500 – $999
A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.

Anonymous

Jina Abells Morissette

Fiana Bakshan

Frances Behan

Talia Bell

Nolan & Carol Blades

Taylor Brown

Grant Burns

Nancy & Rob Close 

Cheryl Cohen

Pam Corbett

Dr. Judith Dwarkin

Anne Flynn

Larissa Groch

Christy Hayne Terriff &  
Clark Terriff

Bonnie Laycock

Brian Mahoney

Ann Mallory

William Matheson

Rowland Nichol

Diana Osler

Alice Patrick

Paul & Katie Pearlman

Betty & John Poulsen

Sharon Rubeling

Susan Ruf

Jean Simpson

Margaret Souleles

Ella Stuart

Dawn Tinling

Meghan Vallance – Morin

Karen Walker

Jan A. Wittig  
Management Consulting

Mark & Susan Wittrup

Caroline Wroblewski

Matching Gift 
Companies

Paramount Resources Ltd. 

● Supporter of 
Send a Kid to Camp

This list re�ects donations received January 1, 2023 – January 1, 2025. To join the Jazz Roots Club or 
for more information, please contact Heather Close at 403-228-8181.

PROUD SPONSOR OF 
THE JAZZ ROOTS CLUB 
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For more information, visit decidedlyjazz.com
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ALL LEVELS.
ALL STYLES.
ALL FUN!
50+ dance classes weekly for every skill level and interest.
Join a welcoming, vibrant community and find your groove.

TAKE A CLASS




