
Dance and music to feed your soul.  

Come and get it!

April 28 – May 15, 2022 at the DJD Dance Centre

DJD ACKNOWLEDGES THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF





Hello! It has been too long since we have 
been together. Actual years have passed.  
I hope you have been as well as possible, 
that your loved ones are ok… 

It is with so much joy that I welcome you  
here this evening. This new performance  
is the work of many glorious individuals 
whom I consider to be part of my jazz  
family. I love them all and hope you will too. 
I thank them all not only for the work they 
have brought to this stage but for the work 
that they bring to the world. It is beautiful 
and essential. Tonight, we are here to 
celebrate jazz dance and music, and its 
family, and this family. There is nothing to 

“get” and there is everything to feel. I hope 
you have tired cheeks at the end of the  
show from smiling, and you dance all the 
way home. There will always be storms to 
weather and trials and tribulations to face, 
AND there will always be parts of life to 
celebrate. This is that–from us to you–a full 
dose of joy. I hope it sinks right in and lifts  
you right up.

Thank you for being here.

Sincerely,

Kimberley Cooper

MESSAGE FROM 
THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, 
KIMBERLEY COOPER

We acknowledge that we live and work on 
Treaty 7 territory, the traditional home of the 
Kainai, Piikani, Siksika, Tsuut’ina, and Stoney-
Nakoda Nations. This land is also home to 
Métis Nation Region 3. 

Welcome friends new and old. We are  
so delighted to be back together with  
you in our beautiful theatre space.  
We have missed you.

Our thanks go to the many government 
funders and supporters who helped us 
weather the storm over the past two  
years and to everyone who has been 
instrumental in helping us jump back  
into our full programming with both feet. 
We appreciate the support of the Canada 
Council for the Arts, the Alberta Foundation  
for the Arts, Calgary Arts Development, 
Mawer, Global TV, 770CHQR, our other 
corporate sponsors, Jazz Roots members  
and all individual donors, as well as our 
volunteers and you, our audience.

It’s been great seeing so many people 
back in the building creating a new live 
music and dance production, including 
four choreographers, eight dancers, seven 
musicians, two designers, a stage manager 
and a fleet of crew, staff and volunteers. 
Tonight’s performance is a culmination of 
all of those people bringing their best to 
celebrate this moment back in our theatre, 
together with you. Lots of people are eager to 
get back out to live events, so if you enjoy the 
show, please tell your friends—we would love 
to see them too!

Kathi Sundstrom

MESSAGE FROM  
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
KATHI SUNDSTROM
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THYS ARMSTRONG APPRENTICE DANCER
Hailing from Vancouver, Thys began dancing at RNB Dance & Theatre Arts with teachers 
Charmaine Nobes, Haley Walker, and Vicki View, among others. During his studies at the 
University of Ottawa, he coached and choreographed for the UOttawa Dance Company. 
Thys has danced with Coastal City Ballet, under the direction of Li Yaming and Katie Bois, 
Ottawa Rhythm Initiative, and 3120Dance Collective Amsterdam. He has had the pleasure 
of performing works by Ben Stevenson, Wen Wei Wang, Monica Proença, and Jort Faber. 
Thys has been featured in Centre Stage: On Pointe (film) and in Unreal! (TV).

RUBIM DE TOLEDO MUSICAL DIRECTOR, COMPOSER, BASS
Award-winning bassist and composer Rubim de Toledo combines the influences of 
his Brazilian heritage and his dedication to the jazz tradition to create a refreshing 
and uplifting approach to music. Rubim has been working with DJD extensively since 
2006 as a frequent bassist, composer, and musical director. In 2021 Rubim won the 
Western Canadian Music Award (WCMA) for Instrumentalist of the Year. In 2018 he 
won the WCMA for Jazz Artist of the Year. Also, Rubim is an Assistant Professor in the 
music program at MacEwan University in Edmonton where he also serves as the 

head of the bass department, teaches arranging, directs ensembles, and curates the MacEwan 
Global Music Concert Series.

BIOGRAPHIES
KIMBERLEY COOPER ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Kimberley Cooper is the Artistic Director of Decidedly Jazz Danceworks (DJD).  
She has been a part of DJD for over three decades, first as a dancer (1989-2013), 
then Resident Choreographer/Artistic Associate (2002-2013), and now as the  
Artistic Director (2013-present). She has studied, taught, and performed all over the 
world. In 2002, Kimberley was named Emerging Artist of the Year by Alberta Dance 
Alliance, and since 2002, she has created over 19 full-length works on DJD as well as 
numerous shorter pieces. She has created and performed in countless independent 

projects as well. She has served as an Artist in Residence during Calgary as Cultural Capital of 
Canada in 2012 and was awarded Dance Victoria’s Crystal Dance Prize in 2014 for her research in 
Brazil. Kimberley has contributed chapters to the books City of Animals for University of Calgary’s 
Humanities Department about New Universe, a work she created with American jazz bassist and 
composer William Parker in 2017; and Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist Aesthetics and Equity in the 
Twenty-First Century (University Press of Florida 2022). She is currently an Artist in Residence with Fall  
for Dance North (Toronto).

ALISHA AHMADI APPRENTICE DANCER
Born in Vancouver, Alisha trained at Pro Arte Centre and graduated with their 
CatchingART Company. In 2013, Alisha graduated with a BA (Hons) from the Rambert 
School of Ballet and Contemporary Dance continuing with Rambert Dance Company 
in their production of Alina Curva and The Creation. Alisha moved back to Vancouver 
in 2016, freelancing with artists including Amber Funk Barton, Heather Laura Grey, Peter 
Bingham, Jennifer Mascall, and Judith Marcuse. Alongside a dance career, Alisha 
explored her own choreographic compositions that have toured British Columbia and 

United States. You can also find Alisha on IMDB with credits in film work.

CHRIS ANDREW PIANO
Chris Andrew is a Galaxy Rising Star Award winning pianist, with a career thus far 
spanning 30 years. His trio, The Hutchinson Andrew Trio won the prestigious TD Grand 
Prix Award at the Montreal Jazz Festival in 2013. As a leader he has been nominated 
five times from the Western Canadian Music Awards for Best Jazz Recording; has 
recorded five CDs as a leader, over 54 CDs as a sideman, has toured across Canada 
11 times and has played in Korea, Cuba, London, German, Poland, Czech Republic, 
United States, and Greece. Chris has composed music for DJD, Alberta Dance 

Theatre, a short film, radio themes, and music used within TV incidental scenes. Chris has had the 
great fortune of playing with the likes of Donny McCaslin, Joe Labarbera, Dick Oates, Terell Stafford, 
Wycliffe Gordon, Ralph Bowen, and many others. He has also had the honour of working many 
times with the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra.
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SCOTT AUGUSTINE DANCER
Scott is a native of Vancouver and this is his third season with DJD. He has danced 
extensively with the Vancouver-based contemporary company Wen Wei Dance as 
well with other companies such as The Company 605, Radical System Arts and Move 
the Company. Scott has played major roles in musical theatre including Riff in West 
Side Story for the Vancouver Opera and Rainbow Stage, Tulsa in Gypsy, and Neleus 
in Mary Poppins for the Arts Club Theatre Company. 

CASSANDRA BOWERMAN DANCER
Cassandra is a dance artist and educator from Stoney Creek, Ontario. After 
earning her BFA in Dance with Honours from Ryerson University, she attended DJD’s 
Professional Training Program in 2015/16. In the Greater Toronto area, Cassandra has 
choreographed several plays and dance pieces for the Hamilton Fringe, Toronto 
Fringe and Dusk Dances Hamilton Festivals. In Alberta, she has performed in Alberta 
Dance Festival, CrossCurrents, and Project InTandem. Cassandra has a passion for 
rhythm, musicality and theatre and she is eager to continue her study of jazz and its 

roots in her third season with the DJD company.

BRANDI COLEMAN GUEST CHOREOGRAPHER
Brandi Coleman is assistant professor of jazz dance at Southern Methodist University 
and was a performing member, rehearsal director, and associate artistic director 
of Jump Rhythm® Jazz Project, founded and directed by Billy Siegenfeld. As a 
teaching artist, she has led more than 40 choreographic and teaching residencies 
at universities throughout the United States and internationally and she received an 
Emmy Award for her performance in the documentary Jump Rhythm Jazz Project: 
Getting There. Her writing, Performing Gender: Disrupting Performance Norms for 

Women in Jazz Dance through Gender-Inclusive, Human-Centric Choreography is included in the 
book Rooted Jazz Dance: Africanist Aesthetics and Equity in the Twenty-First Century, edited by 
Lindsay Guarino, Carlos R.A. Jones, and Wendy Oliver, (University Press of Florida, 2022).

SABRINA COMANESCU DANCER
Sabrina Naz Comanescu has helped cultivate the Calgary dance scene for over 
a decade as a performer, choreographer, filmmaker, dance instructor, volunteer 
and as the artistic associate for the Diversity Performing Arts Club of Calgary. She 
has worked with Machel Montano, House of Dangerkat, Headly, The Hifi Club and 
has opened for international acts such as Pop Caan, Sean Paul and Kes The Band. 
She is a 2015 Black Gold Award recipient for best dance act and the 2017 Alberta 
Foundation of the Arts Young Artist Prize winner. She is thrilled to be dancing with DJD 

for her seventh season this year!

SARAH DOUCET COSTUME DESIGNER
Sarah Doucet is a dancer, choreographer, rehearsal director and now, costume 
designer. Sarah has worked on a vast and varied collection of shows and 
productions seen across North America and Europe. Some costume design 
highlights include New Tricks (Christopher House, TO), Ring (Ame Henderson, 
Toronto Dance Theatre), Flesh&Spoke and Spasticus (Propeller Dance, Ottawa), 
One Hundred More (Justine Chambers, Laurie Young; Vancouver, Berlin), Floor’d 
(Holla Jazz, TO), Lulu V.7 // Aspects of a Femme Fatale (The Red Light District, TO), 

The Wolves (The Howland Company&Crowe’s Theatre, Dora Nomination for Outstanding Costume 
Design 2019 ,TO), Multiforms and No Place (Amanda Acorn, TO), Closer and If I Should Stumble 
(Jenn Goodwin,TO), Heart as Arena (Dana Gingras, Animals Of Distinction, MTL). This is Sarah’s 6th 
show with DJD and she couldn’t be more thrilled to continue this journey with them. It’s a dream 
team in every way and after the past couple years, it’s incredible to be back.
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NATASHA KORNEY DANCER
Natasha began pursuing dance at the age of 13, specifically in the styles of Hip-Hop, 
Jazz, Modern, Contemporary and African Dance. As part of her training, she spent 
two years as a pre-professional student at the School of Decidedly Jazz, performing 
in their show Footprints. In 2010, she commenced a Bachelor of Arts degree in the 
Dance Program at the University of Calgary performing in Mainstage and other 
productions. This is Natasha’s ninth season with DJD and she looks forward to 
performing in many more productions with the company.

JASON OWIN F. GALEOS DANCER
Jason is an independent artist, long-time dancer, and seasonal teacher. He started 
dancing in 2003. He studied at the University of Calgary, Department of Dance with 
a BA in 2012. He has trained at ImPuls Tanz (Austria), Urban Dance Camp (Germany), 
and RUBBERBANDance (Montréal). He started J-SIK Movements as his own unique 
movement platform in 2015 and then became a company dancer for DJD in 2018. 
His mission from becoming a well-known street dancer, expanding his education, 
performing local to professional, has recognized him for his cross-genre approach, 

and profoundly down to earth attitude. 

MELANIE GEORGE GUEST CHOREOGRAPHER
Melanie George is the founding director of Jazz Is… Dance Project, and Associate 
Curator and Director of Artist Initiatives at Jacob’s Pillow. As a dramaturg, she has 
contributed to projects by Raja Feather Kelly, LaTasha Barnes, Susan Marshall 
& Company, and Urban Bush Women, among others. Melanie is featured in 
the documentary UpRooted: The Journey of Jazz Dance and founded the 
global advocacy website jazzdancedirect.com. Her choreography is regularly 
commissioned by colleges throughout the U.S. Melanie is the former Dance Program 

Director at American University, and has guest lectured at Harvard University, the Yale School of 
Drama, and The Juilliard School.

KAJA IRWIN DANCER
Kaja is a Winnipeg-born dancer, choreographer, and dance educator. After 
deciding to pursue a career in dance after completing her B.A. in Political Science, 
Kaja studied in the Professional Training Program offered at DJD, developing her love 
of both Jazz and the Calgary dance community. Kaja loves to explore movement 
and collaborations across art forms, including mask, puppetry, and character work, 
as well as collaborating with Calgary jazz musicians. Kaja is excited and dedicated 
to continue learning and exploring the Jazz art form and feels honoured to be back 

for her seventh season performing with DJD.

KARÍMAH VOCALS
Karímah (pronounced kah-ree-mah) is an English and French-speaking self-taught 
singer/songwriter from Edmonton. Experimenting in blues, rock, soul and R&B, her bold, 
retro-futuristic performances have taken her across Canada, to the United States, 
England, and Sweden. With the motto “Reveal to heal,” Karímah weaves dramatic 
and sorrowful yet triumphant tales from threads of introspection and rebellion. With her 
soaring ‘wild-yet-tender’ vocal range, Karímah breaks hearts and fuses them together 
again, stronger than ever. Confronting your demons has never sounded so beautiful! 

Watch for her upcoming debut solo EP This is the End. www.karimah.ca and @karimahmusik 

LISA LATOUCHE GUEST CHOREOGRAPHER
From both Alberta and New York, Lisa’s credits include: Broadway’s Shuffle Along, 
recipient of the Fred Astaire Award and the Actors’ Equity Award for Outstanding 
Broadway Chorus, touring with Savion Glover and the cast of STOMP. She is the 
founder of Tap Phonics; a tap dance based performance and production company. 
She is an educator/professor and co-curator of Dance Immersion’s Tap Dance 
Legacy Series with Travis Knights servicing black communities with free access to 
cultural history. She is also a filmmaker recently debuting TRAX encompassing her 

journey back to Alberta while discovering important local black history. www.lisalatouche.com 
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MARCIA LIBER STAGE MANAGER
Marcia Liber is excited to be working her fifth season with DJD. Previous DJD stage 
management credits include AMPLIFIED, suspending disbelief, Juliet & Romeo 
(2019/20), Better Get Hit in Your Soul (2019), Lovestruck, Mimic and Velocity. Other stage 
management credits include Musculus Mundi, The Leap, Dancing Home, Metamorphosis 
and Mythbehavin’ (Dancers’ Studio West), Satellites (Dancing Monkey Laboratories, 
2013), and A Little Princess, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Lost Prince, Village of Idiots, 
Macbeth and Peter Pan (Calgary Young Peoples’ Theatre). Enjoy the show!

JONATHAN MCCASLIN DRUMS
Recognized as one of Western Canada’s leading jazz drummers and educators, Jon 
brings passion for the jazz tradition and its future to the stage and to the classroom. 
Raised in Regina, and a graduate of McGill University he has also attended the 
Banff Centre as a resident artist. In 2012 he released his sophomore album Sunalta 
on the Cellar Live label and was nominated in 2013 for a Western Canadian Music 
Award. As a busy sideman he has also performed with Mulgrew Miller, Sheila Jordan, 
Brian Lynch, Jason Marsalis, Peter Bernstein, Sean Jones, PJ Perry and many others. 

Dr. McCaslin completed his Doctorate through the University of Toronto in 2015, researching the 
conceptualization of contemporary melodic jazz drumming. He is the author of Four on the Floor 
one of the world’s most recognized online jazz drumming blogs.

BRIAN MACNEIL LIGHTING DESIGNER
Brian has served as a lighting designer and technical director for dance and theatre 
productions including festivals and touring. The Brian Webb Dance Company 
introduced him to Elaine Bowman evolving an association with Dancers’ Studio West 
exposing him to many local and abroad performance artists. Favourite productions 
include Theatre Encounter’s Caligula, Waiting for Godot, and Medea. Past 
productions for DJD include New Universe, Juliet & Romeo, Modern Vaudevillians, 
MIMIC, and Better Get Hit in Your Soul. Recently, a pleasurable collaboration with 

DJD’s film project suspending disbelief has kept the thrill alive.

CARSTEN RUBELING TROMBONE
Originally from Rocky Mountain House, Carsten Rubeling is one of Canada’s most active 
and dynamic trombonists and composers. He is in demand playing a wide array of 
music from jazz and classical music to hip hop, salsa and almost everything in between. 
His debut album VOLK//PEOPLE was released in 2019 on Inner Ocean Records. Carsten 
has performed and recorded with Sean Jones, Ingrid Jensen, Seamus Blake, Brian 
Lynch, Brad Turner, David Braid, Nick Fraser, Laila Biali, Jens Lindemann, the Foothills 
Brass, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Jann Arden and Weird Al.

BOB TILDESLEY TRUMPET
Bob grew up in Calgary and moved to Edmonton in the mid-seventies. He has played 
and recorded with Tommy Banks, Big Miller (Juno award), PJ Perry, Kenny Wheeler, 
Eddie Harris, Jay McShann, Lee Konitz and many others. His first show with DJD was 
Stolen Moments featuring Mark Murphy. Other DJD shows include Soul Jugglers, 
Velvet, Wilds, 20th Anniversary Jam, In Charcoal and Crimson, Twenty-Five, Wise 
Apple, New Universe and Lovestruck. DJD is like family to Bob and he is thrilled to be 
part of Family of Jazz!

RAUL GOMEZ TABERA PERCUSSION
A native of Matanzas, Cuba, Raul is a percussionist and drummer now based in Calgary. 
He began his artistic career at the age of eight playing in various companies and 
groups, as well as completing his classical music training at the National Art Schools of 
Cuba. He performed with the Matanzas Symphony Orchestra and worked as a professor 
in the Matanzas School of Music. He also played with the famous Tropicana Cabaret 
Orchestra, which toured to Spain and Austria with an interpretation of Porgy and 
Bess. In 2001 he performed all around the world including Spain, Korea, Mexico, 
Austria, France, Italy, Nicaragua, and Canada. In 2005, he was invited by DJD to play 

on the cross-Canada Cuban jazz experiment ¡BULLA! Raul is a sought-after performer, teacher, and 
accompanist across Canada. Raul is an accompanist for dance classes around Calgary, including 
the DJD Dance School and the U of C, for contemporary, Jazz, West African and Afro Cuban.
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JUNE 4  |  8 P.M. AT THE FAIRMONT PALLISER HOTEL
Dust off your black and white finest and dance the night away to live music by 
the Penguins on Broadway and DJ Comrade Funk. 

	 $95	BEFORE MAY 7 
	 $125	REGULAR PRICE 
	 $1,200	RESERVED TABLE OF 8

Find out more at decidedlyjazz.com

SPONSORED BY

PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING 
PROGRAM (PTP)
The PTP is an 8-month program designed 
for dancers who feel a passion for 
both jazz and the work of DJD. It was 
developed to train dancers in the DJD 
style, introduce them to the rich history 
of jazz music and dance, develop their 
ear for jazz music, and discover the joy 
of jazz improvisation. Bridging the gap 
between student and professional, the 
PTP encourages dancers to explore 
their own personal expression, to strive 
for excellence, and to attain their full 
potential as dance artists. 

Through a national audition process we 
accept 10 to 15 students each year from 
across Canada.  

For more information, contact Program 
Director Jamie Freeman Cormack at 
jfreemancormack@decidedlyjazz.com

for their ongoing support  
of emerging artists in our 
community and beyond!

DJD thanks
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KEY SEASON SUPPORTERS
PROGRAM PARTNERS

EVENT SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

ALBERTA STABILIZE 
DONATION MATCHING 2.0

MEDIA SPONSORS ARTS IN EDUCATION OPENING NIGHT 
CELEBRATION PARTNER

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB  
PARTNER

DJD Dance Centre  
111 – 12 Avenue S.E.  
Calgary, AB  T2G 0Z9 

403-245-3533 

djd@decidedlyjazz.com For more information visit www.decidedlyjazz.com

IN THE SPIRIT OF JAZZ WE DANCE
DJD is unique, and one of only a handful of 
dance organizations globally that is driven 
by a jazz mandate. We are a concert jazz 
dance company, constantly innovating and 
evolving the art form. We are also Calgary’s 
largest dance school, offering a wide variety 
of classes for all ages and abilities, from 
beginner to professional. Our professional 
training program is designed for those 
aspiring to have a career in jazz dance. 

In 2016 we opened the stunning DJD Dance 
Centre, which has become a dance hub in our 
city. We exist to contribute meaningfully to the 
future of jazz dance. Our community is wide

and inclusive. We believe in human connection, 
personal expression, and the dignity of all 
people. We believe in dancing to music, with 
bent knees and movement in our torsos, we 
embrace improvisation, rhythmic sophistication, 
the individual, and the community.

Jazz is born of Black American culture and its 
roots lie in the turbulent history of the African 
American experience. We acknowledge this 
history and recognize ourselves as guests 
in this form. We are inspired by and benefit 
from traditions born of a culture that is not our 
own. We strive to be respectful in honouring 
the roots and history of jazz, we dance with 
reverence for those who came before us, 
we dig deep to go forward, we strive to 
appreciate rather than appropriate.
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DJD ORGANIZATION
Kimberley Cooper  
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kathi Sundstrom  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CO-FOUNDERS
Vicki Adams Willis  
FOUNDER IN RESIDENCE

Michèle Moss
Hannah Stilwell

ARTISTIC
Laura Kleiner  
ARTISTIC ASSISTANT

DANCERS
Scott Augustine 
Cassandra Bowerman 
Sabrina Comanescu 
Jason Owin F. Galeos 
Catherine Hayward ON LEAVE

Kaja Irwin
Natasha Korney
Shayne Johnson ON LEAVE

Alisha Ahmadi APPRENTICE DANCER 

Thys Armstrong APPRENTICE DANCER

ADMINISTRATION 
Heather Close 
DEVELOPMENT &  
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE

Anita Huynh 
BOOKKEEPER 

PRODUCTION
Arielle Bergeron 
HOUSE TECHNICIAN

Jackson Buchanan 
INTERIM PRODUCTION MANAGER

Marcia Liber 
INTERIM PRODUCTION MANAGER  
FAMILY OF JAZZ

FRONT OF HOUSE 
Kayla MacKenzie 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Jocelyn Mah 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

Kate Middleton 
FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER

DJD SCHOOL
Kirstin Anderson 
DANCE CENTRE & MARKETING MANAGER

Joanne Baker 
DANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL & ARTS IN 
EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Salla Carson 
DANCE CENTRE ASSISTANT MANAGER & 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

Ingrid Díaz Céspedes 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Jamie Freeman Cormack 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING  
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Leanne Kidd 
YOUTH TRAINING PROGRAM  
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Billie Mellor 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
ASSISTANTS
Jasmine Almaguer Sheldrick
Morgan Arthurson
Jocelyn Mah
Kayla MacKenzie
Shandi Ta 

2021-2022  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jina Abells Morissette  
CHAIR  
DHR INTERNATIONAL

Kim Wiggins  
VICE-CHAIR  
ERNST & YOUNG LLP.

Ann Mallory  
SECRETARY  
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Margaret Souleles  
TREASURER  
INTERNATIONAL FRONTIER RESOURCES

Pam Corbett  
PAST-CHAIR  
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Evelyn Ackah  
ACKAH BUSINESS IMMIGRATION LAW

Claire Auroi  
ROGERS COMMUNICATIONS

Frances Behan  
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Taylor Brown  
STIFEL FIRST ENERGY

Sue Han  
FRANK ARCHITECTURE & INTERIORS

Bill Matheson  
SALT-X AMINE SOLUTIONS INC.

Ryan McCaffrey 
mccaffrey.com

Nicole Shokoples  
ATB FINANCIAL

Colin Szopa  
PLANKK

Chidinma Thompson  
BORDEN LADNER GERVAIS

Meghan Vallance Morin  
MARK’S

COMPANY INSTRUCTORS
JAZZ	 Vicki Adams Willis
	 Kimberley Cooper
	 Jamie  
	 Freeman Cormack
	 Laura Kleiner

BALLET	 Jackie Stewart

IMPROVISATION	 Vicki Adams Willis

AFRICAN 	 Ingrid Díaz Céspedes
	 Deanne Walsh

AFRO-CUBAN	 Ingrid Díaz Céspedes

YOGA	 Passage Studios

FITNESS	 The Academy 	
	 powered by 		
	 Heavens Elevated Fitness
	 Sandro Rajic of  
	 KVK Athletics
	 Karen Vouri  
	 PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

ACCOMPANIST	 Anna Wojciechowski
	 Trudy Hipwell & 	
	 Ensemble

CONSULTING PROFESSIONALS 
The Academy powered by  
Heavens Elevated Fitness
Evelyn Ackah  
ACKAH BUSINESS IMMIGRATION LAW

Terry Gilbert
Dr. Mike Good  
CORE HEALTH CENTRE

Passage Studios 
Trudie Lee Photography
Catherine McAteer  
CONFLUENCE LAW

Helen Moore-Parkhouse  
MARKETING

Derrick Needham  
KISMET SOLUTIONS 

Terra Plum  
PULSE PHYSIOTHERAPY

Sandro Rajic  
KVK ATHLETICS

Hugh Saunders  
LIFEMARK PHYSIOTHERAPY SPRINGBOROUGH

Karen Vouri  
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER	

Sarah Rogers 
TOURING AGENT

With heartfelt gratitude, DJD would also like to acknowledge 
and thank our amazing volunteers. Without their dedication and 
generosity, DJD would not be what it is today.
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FAMILY OF JAZZ PRODUCTION CREDITS
PRODUCTION STAFF

	 PRODUCTION MANAGER	Marcia Liber
	 ASSOCIATE PRODUCTION MANAGER	Jackson Buchanan
	 HEAD OF LIGHTING	Arielle Bergeron
	 HEAD OF SOUND	Dan Frerichs
	 HEAD OF STAGE	Nikkie Brown
	 HEAD OF WARDROBE/DRESSER	Teigan Blondin de Boer
	 WARDROBE CREW	Nancy Janzig
	 FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGERS	Kayla MacKenzie, Jocelyn Mah, Kate Middleton
	 SOUND EQUIPMENT	Soundart Calgary

MARKETING
	 MARKETING CONSULTANT	Helen Moore-Parkhouse
	 POSTER AND PROGRAM DESIGN	Daniel Blais
	 SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR	 Adriana Cueva
	 PHOTOGRAPHY	Trudie Lee Photography
	 ARCHIVAL/PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS	Noel Bégin

SPECIAL THANKS
The Costume Collective

Cameron Clowe
Jared Ebell

Mara Esnard
Catherine Hayward

Shayne Johnson
Kaleb Tekeste

Central Memorial High School – Michael Gardner
Rosanna Terracciano

Summer 
Fit Pass!

On sale now
Starting at $269 for 3 mo

 
DJD FRIENDS & FAMILY 15% OFF 
DISCOUNT CODE: DJD 
637 11th Ave SW  403.263.3113  heavensacademy.com 

Train where DJD Trains! 

9



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Kimberley Cooper

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Brandi Coleman
Melanie George 
Lisa Latouche
Kimberley Cooper

MUSICIANS 
Rubim de Toledo 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR, COMPOSER, BASS

Karímah 
VOCALS, COMPOSER

Chris Andrew 
PIANO

Jonathan McCaslin 
DRUMS

Carsten Rubeling 
TROMBONE

Raul Gomez Tabera 
PERCUSSION

Bob Tildesley 
TRUMPET

DANCERS
Scott Augustine
Cassandra Bowerman
Sabrina Comanescu
Jason Owin F. Galeos
Kaja Irwin
Natasha Korney
Alisha Ahmadi (APPRENTICE)

Thys Armstrong (APPRENTICE)

DESIGNERS
Sarah Doucet 
COSTUMES

Brian MacNeil 
LIGHTING

STAGE MANAGER
Marcia Liber
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ACT ONE
OH YES
CHOREOGRAPHED BY 
Kimberley Cooper

DANCED BY 

Full Company

	Dedicated to Monique Haley with love. 

STRAIGHT UP N’ UPSWING
CHOREOGRAPHED BY	 
Lisa LaTouche

DANCED BY	  
Scott, Thys, Kaja, Cassandra, 
Sabrina, Jason, Natasha

FREEDOM AIN’T THE  
SAME FOR EVERYONE
CHOREOGRAPHED BY 
Lisa LaTouche

DANCED BY	  
Cassandra, Kaja, Thys, Scott, 			 
Alisha, Sabrina, Natasha

EQUAL GROUND

OUT FROM UNDER
CHOREOGRAPHED BY 
Brandi Coleman

DANCED BY	  
Natasha, Kaja, Thys, Scott, 			 
Cassandra, Sabrina, Jason 

AS WE HOUSE WU
CHOREOGRAPHED BY 
Lisa LaTouche

HOUSE CHOREOGRAPHY BY  

Jason

DANCED BY  
Jason with Kaja, Thys, Cassandra

GROOVE THEORY
CHOREOGRAPHED BY	 
Melanie George

DANCED BY	  
Kaja, Cassandra, Jason, 			 
Alisha, Natasha, Scott

DROP AWAY
CHOREOGRAPHED BY	 
Kimberley Cooper

MUSIC BY	  
Bill Laswell, Chad Smith, Jon Batiste

DANCED BY  
Full Company 

ACT TWO
ALL CHOREOGRAPHY IN ACT TWO BY  
Kimberley Cooper

NORTH SEA
DANCED BY	  
Full Company

TROUBLE OF THIS WORLD
DANCED BY	  
Natasha and Jason

MUSIC BY	  
Composer: Bass Hit Music 			 
obo David Darlington 			 
(ASCAP) 10% 

COMPOSER	  

Shmoolie Tunes  
obo Stewart Aland Leman 			 
(BMI) 10% 

AUTHOR/COMPOSER	  

Manrux Music  
obo Carl Hancock Rux  
(BMI) 80% 

VILA DOS LOBOS
DANCED BY	  
Jason, Scott and Thys, with Alisha and Sabrina

TERRA
DANCED BY	 Sabrina, Cassandra, Kaja, Natasha

BROTHER
DANCED BY 
Full Company

STOP BREAKING DOWN BLUES
DANCED BY  
Kaja and Sabrina

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY 

Robert Johnson

WHERE YOU GON RUN
DANCED BY  
	Natasha, Cassandra, Kaja 

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY	 
Karímah 

AS LONG AS YOU’RE LIVING
DANCED BY  
Full Company

MUSIC BY	  
Julian Priester, 	Tommy Turrentine

LYRICS BY	  
Abbey Lincoln

All music composed by Rubim de Toledo unless otherwise indicated.

All lyrics/vocals written by Karímah unless otherwise indicated.
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TAKE A BOW
CASH DONATIONS
Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts 
directly enrich DJD’s ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form. Members of our Jazz Roots 
Club—a special donor club that offers opportunities to meet and mingle with other supporters 
and the dancers—are listed separately on page 13 of the program. We would also like to thank the 
numerous companies and individuals who support us in-kind who recognize the importance of the 
arts and invest in DJD’s ability to enrich lives through jazz dance.

#1 RHYTHM CLUB  
($10,000+) 
The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933
●	Calgary Shaw Charity  

	 Classic Foundation
	 Decidedly Jazz Danceworks 	

	 Endowment Fund at the 	
	 Calgary Foundation

	 JKL MacLachlan Family Fund
●	The Kanovsky Family Foundation 
	 RBC Foundation
	 Rozsa Foundation
● The Van Staalduinen Family

BIG EASIES  
($5,000 – $9,999) 

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz
	 Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts
	 Holt Renfrew
	 JF Mitchell Developments Inc.
	 Mawer Investment  

	 Management Ltd.

BLUE NOTES  
($2,500 – $4,999)
The flattened notes fundamental to 
blues-oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label
●	Peter Johnson & Erin Thrall & Family

RUG CUTTERS  
($1,000 – $2,499)
The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920s, 30s and ‘40s
●	Harry & Martha Cohen Foundation
	 Ryan Miller
	 Marshall & Sherie Toner
	 Garry Willis Memorial Fund at 	

	 the Calgary Foundation

BIG APPLES 
($500 – $999)
A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.
	 Anonymous
●	Judy & Steele Curry 
	 Terry Gilbert
●	Arlene H. Henry Law Corp.
	 D. Clark Terriff & Christy Hayne Terriff 

LINDY HOPPERS  
($250 – $499) 
The couples who improvise the 
heart-stopping dance that marked 
the height of the swing era
	 Anonymous
	 Sandra Adams & Len Frantz
●	Lynn Dittmer
●	Tracy Duncan
	 Barbara English
	 Bernadette Geronazzo &  

	 Cody Slater
	 Evans Hunt
●	Kyra Huntingford
	 Gail Niinimaa
●	The Chris Reimer Legacy Fund
●	Christina Siauw
	 Dawn Tinling
	 Paula Tyler
	 Susan & Mark Wittrup

FEET WARMERS 
($100 – $249) 
The affectionate name for the band 
(or dancers) keeping the dance 
floor hot
	 Anonymous
	 Reema Achal
	 Ms. I. Balutis
	 Mark Bates
	 The Blanco Family
	 Beverly Berkhold
	 Janie Brennan
	 Grant Burns
	 Vanessa Chong
	 Jan Damery
	 Breanden Daniels
	 Dawn Davidson
	 The Design Team – Library
	 Jane Ebbern
	 Sean English
	 Ms. Louise Feroze
	 Beverley Fujino
	 John Gulak
	 Halpern-Solomon Fund at the 

	 Jewish Community Foundation
	 Sue Han
	 Chris Hardwicke
	 Kirk & Darlene Holloway
	 Millennium Geomatics Ltd.
	 James Hutchison
	 Kadri & John Irwin
	 Corine Jansonius
	 Lisa Lackmanec
	 Duve & Pam Lang

	 Trudie Lee
	 Elain Lemieux
	 Ken Lima-Coelho
	 Long Grass Studio 
	 Jonathan & Laura Lytton
	 Mackay CEO Group
	 Janice Mah
	 Angelica Manginsay
	 Craig and Tammy March
	 Heather and Peter Marreck
●	Roxanne McCaig
	 Margot McDermott
	 Lori McLaren
	 Sue McMaster
	 Gayle McPhee
	 Andrew Mosker
	 Sheila Navrady
	 Marla Orenstein
	 Party.
	 Pat Rozitis
	 Doreen Sandercock
	 David Severson
	 Skyler Slywchuk
	 Wayne & Martha Stewart
	 The Strilchuk Family
	 Dayna Szyndrowski
	 Gordon Tait
	 Emily Taylor
	 Tax Executives Institute Inc. 	

	 Calgary Chapter
	 Billie Tettensor
	 Greg Tompkins
	 Ray & Karen Walker
	 Tim Webb
	 Sherry Wendt

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
	 ATB Financial
	 Benevity

We would also like to thank the 
numerous individuals who support 
us from $1 – $99. 

●	Supporter of  
	 Send a Kid to Camp

●	Supporter of Dancing 		
	 Parkinson’s YYC

To the best of our knowledge, this 
list reflects donations received from 
December 1, 2020 – March 22, 2022. 
Please call Heather Close at  
403-228-8181 to make your gift or to 
advise us of any changes or omissions 
so we may correct our records.
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JAZZ ROOTS CLUB
The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting the vibrant spirit and artistic 
excellence of DJD. 

Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for people and companies that want to have a direct impact on  
the performances, artist development and community outreach that DJD is able to provide in 
Calgary and beyond. Members get to have direct relationships with our professional dancers,  
enjoy exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences, and become part of the legacy of DJD.

CURRENT DONORS
#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
($10,000+) 
The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933
	 Horton Family Endowment Fund 	

	 at Calgary Foundation
	 Scarlett Neill,  

	 in honour of David L. Neill
	 Lisa Poole
	 Valerie Seaman
	 Clarice Siebens
	 Glenn Sundstrom

BIG EASIES  
($5,000 – $9,999) 

“The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz
	 Fabbrici Foundation for the Arts
	 Jason & Jamie Cormack
	 Jean Simpson
	 Darice Stern

BLUE NOTES  
($2,500 – $4,999)
The flattened notes fundamental to 
blues – oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label
	 M. L. Rozsa De Coquet
●	Virginia Dobson &  

	 Dale Huntingford
	 Osten-Victor Fund at  

	 the Calgary Foundation

RUG CUTTERS  
($1,000 – $2,499)
The term describing a very good swing 
dancer, the most popular dance 
style in the 1920s, ‘30s  and ‘40s
	 Anonymous
	 Vicki Adams Willis
	 Susan Bennett
	 William Bridge
	 Grant Burns
	 Dr. Ted Busheikin & Catherine Ford
	 Kimberley Cooper
	 Rod Cooper
	 Pam Corbett
	 Beverley & David Foy
	 Sue Han
	 Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons
	 The Calgary Foundation – 

	 Nancy & Bill Hay Family Fund
	 Sandra Herd
	 Barry McKinnon
	 Alan & Geri Moon
	 Rowland Nichol

	 Gail O’Reilly
	 Paul & Katie Pearlman
	 Garry & Ruth Ramsden-Wood
	 Susan & Stephen Scullion
	 Nicole Shokoples
	 Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons
	 Kathi Sundstrom
	 Chidinma Thompson
	 Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills
	 Kim Wiggins
	 Jody Wood & Quentin Pittman

BIG APPLES 
($500 – $999)
A popular vernacular jazz dance in 
the 1930s that is danced in a circle. 
It was so popular in fact that Life 
Magazine featured the Big Apple 
in a four-page photo spread and 
the magazine predicted that 1937 
would be remembered as the year 
of the Big Apple.
	 Jina Abells Morissette
	 Claire Auroi
	 Frances Behan
	 Taylor Brown
●	Will Burton
	 Chella & JZ
	 Nancy & Rob Close 
	 Cheryl Cohen
	 Dr. Judith Dwarkin

	 Anne Flynn
	 Larissa & Paul Groch
	 Bonnie Laycock
	 Laura Lynch
	 Brian P. Mahoney
	 Ann Mallory
	 Bill Matheson
	 Ryan McCaffrey
	 Jack McIvor
	 Carol D. Navickas in honour of 	

	 Edmund A. Navickas
	 Diana Osler
	 Betty & John Poulsen
	 Sharon Rubeling
	 Susan Ruf
	 Clint & Lynn Shokoples
	 Margaret Souleles
	 Ella Stuart
	 The Switzer Foster Family Fund
	 Colin Szopa
	 Dawn Tinling
	 Paula Tyler 
	 Meghan Vallance-Morin
	 Jan Wittig
	 Erin Waite

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
ATB Financial
Shaw Communications Inc.

This list reflects donations received December 1, 2020 – March 22, 2022.  
To join or for more information, please contact Heather Close at  
403-228-8181.

●	Supporter of Dance Company Residence at 	
	 Connaught School

●	Supporter of Send a Kid to Camp PROUD SPONSOR OF  
THE JAZZ ROOTS CLUB 

13



Visit decidedlyjazz.com to learn more.

TAKE A CLASS 
at the stunning DJD Dance Centre

WITH 50+ DANCE CLASSES 
PER WEEK, WE HAVE 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
Adult Dance: daily drop-in classes, join anytime!

Youth Dance: Spring Classes (April 30-June 25) & 
Summer Camps (July & August).


