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They don’t teach dance like this in school. But Decidedly Jazz Danceworks does. With

support from Enbridge, DJD brings the history and the joy of jazz dance to thousands

of Calgary elementary students. On stage is the Jazz Crew – fledgling dancers from

DJD’s Professional Training Program. For them, the shows are a chance to hone dancing,

choreographic and performance skills. Their work is a step toward a career in dance. It’s

also an inspiration. Because when all that jazz hits all those kids, imaginations will be

stirred, and feet are bound to sprout wings. Support for culture and community is part

of Enbridge’s commitment to building sustainable communities. For more information,

please visit enbridge.com.
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Message from DJD’s Artistic Director 
Vicki Adams Willis

	 Quite often this year I have found myself wondering, 
“How did it happen? How in the world did we make 
it this far? And, my goodness, how did we manage to 
survive 25 years filled with a plethora of sometimes 
unimaginable challenges?” 
	 But then I think of the multitude of remarkably talented, 
dedicated, and enthusiastic people who have been vital 
and dynamic participants in the DJD journey - the angels 
who sweated their way through the daily stuff, the angels 
who landed on our shoulders in the knick of time, and the 
angels who enduringly protected us from afar. 
	 twentyfive is a tribute to some of those angels, as well 
as events,  dance pieces, projects and circumstances that 
have not only led us to this point but have indeed made 
us who we are today at DJD.
	 The fact is, it has taken 
thousands of people to get us to 
this place. From our immensely 
talented creators and artists to 
our stellar staffs and crews, from 
our fiercely dedicated boards 
and volunteers to our oh-so-
generous individual, corporate 
and government supporters, and 
from our enthusiastic students 
and loyal audience members, 
to the obliging media folk and 
Canadian dance presenters, DJD has been a colossal 
group effort, and the gratitude that I feel for that effort  
is incalculable.
	 twentyfive has been a rather massive and daunting 
project and it too has taken a team effort to realize.  
My heartfelt thanks go to that amazing team, in particular 
to Sarisa whose rehearsal director duties included learning 
and teaching a ridiculous amount of choreography, and 
the dancers who were charged with picking up that 
ridiculous amount of choreography in rather short order, 
to Graham and Tyrell for dealing with the unique technical 
challenges of twentyfive, to Joanne who did an amazing 
job of unearthing some well hidden archival material, to 
Kim whose clear eye and choreographic generosity were, 
as always, inspiring and invaluable, and to Kathi who once 
again brilliantly provided the artists of DJD with the 
means to carry on.

	I  would like to dedicate twentyfive to the memory 
of those who are no longer with us – angels whose 
contributions to the DJD journey will forever be 
remembered. They are – Alberta music icon, Clarence 
“Big” Miller whose lessons were profound, legendary 
hoofer Buster Brown who well into his 80’s could out 
tap us all, choreographer Leni Williams, drummer John 
Pain, trumpeter Bob Day, and wardrobe goddess, Tracey 
“Trak” Hooper who all left us long, long before they 
should have, DJD board president and love of my life, 
Garry “double the budget” Willis who saw the future of 
DJD when the rest of us were steadfastly planting the 
seeds, my mother, Alberta dance pioneer Alice Murdoch 
Adams who in quietly going about doing what needed to 
be done, inadvertently sowed the seeds for our current 
vibrant Calgary dance scene, and last but not least, the 
most recent to pass in April, just short of his 95th birthday, 
Lindy Hop legend, Frankie Manning. 
	I n 1998 Frankie spent a week in our studios working 
with our company and the place absolutely vibrated with 
his glowing spirit. We will all remember the day when the 
octogenarian, explaining to the men in our company how 
to do a certain Lindy lift, swept Sarisa off her feet and 
deftly propelled her through the air. He and his dance 
partner were responsible for adding all of those crazy lifts 
and tosses to the Lindy Hop back in the 1930s, so when 
you watch DJD perform the Lindy tonight, do think of 
Frankie - and smile. His sweet, warm, sparkly-eyed smile 
was certainly one of the best one could ever experience.

Vicki Adams Willis 
Artistic Director

Frankie Manning   
(1914 - 2009) 
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	 The beginning was a dream shared by Vicki Adams Willis (then 
founding head of the Jazz Division in the Program of Dance at the 
University of Calgary) and two of her graduating students, Michèle 
Moss and Hannah Stilwell. 
	I n 1984 they created Decidedly Jazz Danceworks with the goal 
of preserving and promoting the rich history and spirit of jazz. The 
original company consisted of four dancers and an artistic director 
intent on sharing their vision of jazz with others. Now celebrating its 
25th year, DJD has carved a niche for itself in the heart of Canada’s 
dance audience. DJD is one of the few professional dance companies 
worldwide with jazz music and dance as its raison d’etre. 
	 Jazz dance is a North American performing art form with its 
roots in African and European dance and music. It was born on the 
streets of America as an Afro-American vernacular social dance form. 
It is a contemporary dance expression that has evolved and changed 
drastically over the years through the influence of virtually all dance 
genres. In its purist form it is deliberately and inherently accessible 
– in essence, a type of folk dance. It is expressive of human nature, 
grounded in the emotions of human experience, and therefore has 
a universal appeal. It is sophisticated rhythmically, as well as playful, 
competitive, soulful, and a direct reflection of jazz music.
	 The DJD style has evolved out of the work of the company’s 
founding and current artists. As progressive historians, they are 

purposefully aware of and connected to the African and historical 
roots and spirit of jazz, as well as committed to the evolution and 
future of the form.
	H istorically, much of the integrity of jazz dance has depended on 
the interaction between dancer and musician, and in order to honour 
this tradition the company works primarily with live music. DJD has 
performed with numerous music notables including Big Miller, Mark 
Murphy, Tommy Banks, P.J. Perry, Jackie Richardson, Tim Williams, 
Diane Miller, George Koller, Julie Michels, Kristian Alexandrov, 
¡Bomba! and The Edje, as well as with tap notables Buster Brown, 
Josh Hilberman and Heather Cornell. The company’s trademark 
respect for and connection to the music has lead many to describe 
DJD performances as “music for the eyes.”
	 The Calgary-based company has toured extensively throughout 
Canada as well as to Chicago, Japan, the Turks and Caicos Islands 
and Cuba.
	I n addition to performing and touring, DJD’s mandate includes 
a strong education component. To this end, the company offers 
educational performances as well as residencies, workshops and 
master classes for all ages and levels. The School of Decidedly Jazz, 
which programs both recreational and professional training, has an 
annual enrollment of 2400 students between the ages of 2 and 82.  
For more information visit www.decidedlyjazz.com

About Decidedly Jazz Danceworks

Message from DJD’s General Manager 
Kathi Sundstrom

	W elcome to twentyfive, a celebration of this amazing 
company’s quarter century of inspiration, creativity, 
energy, and growth! My association with DJD goes way 
back and actually pre-dates the company – if I can stretch 
the word “association” to include my long-time friendship 
with one of the co-founders, Hannah Stilwell. Hannah and 
I got into our share of… let’s call it “mischief” when we 
attended high school together. But that’s another story…
	W hen DJD was founded in 1984, I was right there 
in the inaugural audience, and I’ve been a loyal audience 
member since, having attended, and been inspired by, 
every production.
	A  few years after the company was founded, 
another role was added to my association with DJD 
when a boy I thought was kinda cute asked me to work 
a Bingo. I did, and it was only a matter of time before I 
was more than a loyal audience member, more than a 
volunteer Bingo team member – I became a member of 
the Board in 1989.Following a quick initiation, I became 
a member of the executive and then, for the 92-93 
season, President of the Board. In 1993 I joined the 
staff as General Manager and have had the privilege of 
holding that position ever since. 
	W hat I would like to celebrate with you tonight is 
the astounding growth DJD has undergone in the past 
15 years. When I became General Manager in 1993 the 
operating budget was $773,615 with an accumulated 
debt of ($9,988). Fundraising back then brought in 
approximately $115,748 and The School of Decidedly 
Jazz generated $90,778. Fast forward to today and those 
numbers are significantly different. DJD now has an 
annual operating budget of almost $2,.6 million with an 
accumulated surplus of $682,455 and an endowment fund 
of approximately $150,000 at The Calgary Foundation. 

Fundraising contributed more than $854,000 to our 
bottom line last year, and the School generated more 
than $600,000 in revenue. 
	W hat started as a dream has grown into a thriving 
professional arts organization with deep local roots as 
well as wide national acclaim thanks to our many tours 
including two recent national tours and another planned 
for next season. The biggest reason for our success has 
been the hundreds of people who have contributed their 
time, talent, creativity, laughter, tears, toil, applause, and 
dollars to this company over the years. Whether you 
are one of the many hundreds of donors or volunteers; 
one of many thousands of audience members or dance 
school students; whether your role has been as artist, 
technician, staff member, teacher, consultant, or funder 
your contribution has made a difference and we count 
you among our friends. 
	 Tonight we thank you for your service, support and 
patronage. We thank you for being such a loyal audience 
and for attending our shows again and again. We look 
forward to celebrating with you tonight and seeing more 
of you over the next 25 years. And if we ever ask you to 
volunteer for Bingo, watch out – you never know what 
might happen next!

Sincerely,

  

Kathi Sundstrom 
General Manager

The Original Company
Left to right: Sean Cheesman, trusty mascot Papillon,  
Hannah Stilwell, Vicki Adams Willis, Jill Currie, and  Michèle Moss 
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t a k e s e n e r g y …

Proud supporter of all the arts.

www.firstenergy.com
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Vicki Adams Willis
DJD Co-Founder and Artistic Director 
Vicki carries on a family tradition that began 
when her mother, Alice Murdoch Adams opened 
one of the first dance schools in Calgary in the 
1920s. Vicki’s passion for dance and jazz has 
taken her literally all over the globe. Besides 
teaching and choreographing for countless 
organizations, including the renowned School 
at Jacob’s Pillow, she founded the Jazz Division 
in the Faculty of Fine Arts’ Program of Dance 
at the University of Calgary in 1978, and co-
founded Decidedly Jazz Danceworks in 1984 
where she enthusiastically continues in her role 
as Artistic Director. She has received U of C’s 
Superior Teacher Award, Global Television’s 
Women of Vision Award, the City of Calgary’s 
Community Achievement Award for the Arts, 
and an Alberta Centennial Medal. She has also 
had a U of C Fine Arts Entrance Award named 
in her honour, has been recognized by U of C’s 
Women’s Resource Centre, and was named one 
of the University of Calgary’s Top 40 Alumni.

Kristian Alexandrov
Music Director/Composer/Keyboards/ Percussion
Winner of the 2008 Canadian Smooth Jazz 
Award for Best Pianist, Kristian grew up in a 
family of musicians in Sofia Bulgaria. At six 
years of age, Kristian was accepted into the 
prestigious L. Pipkov School of Music where he 
completed 12 years of intense training as a pianist 
and percussionist. Since moving to Canada in 
1995, Kristian has firmly entrenched himself 
in the Canadian music scene, as a composer, 
performer, producer, clinician and studio 
musician. One of the highlights is his 11-year 
musical involvement with DJD as composer and 
musical director. Onstage Kristian has worked 
alongside some tremendous artists, including 
Randy Brecker, Eric Marienthal, Alain Caron, 
Bob Mintzer, Jens Lindemann, George Koller, 
Joshua Hilberman,  Tommy Banks, Tap Tel Aviv, 
Shannon Gaye and Jackie Richardson. In June 
2008, Kristian was invited to the International 
Trumpet Guild (ITG) 33rd Annual Conference, 
hosted by Jens Lindemann at The Banff Centre, 
as the pianist in the jazz trio accompanying the 
featured artists. While there Kristian had the 
incredible opportunity to share the stage with 
Wycliffe Gordon and Sean Jones (Lincoln Jazz 
Orchestra), Adam Rapa, Mike Murley, Guido 

Basso, G.G. Shinn, Ramon Vasquez, Lorenzo 
Trujillo, Benoit Glazer, and Andrea Tofanelli. 
Having recently relocated to Vancouver, 
Kristian’s latest CD project is Akoustika, a firm 
nod to his jazz roots. 

Cory Bowles
Poet 
Originally from Truro, NS, Cory is the principle 
choreographer and director of the companies 
Verve Mwendo and Transfiction, where he 
has created over 40 works for the stage and 
film. With a strong passion for the storytelling 
traditions of his cultural background, he travels 
from coast to coast, and to the Caribbean, 
Brazil and Africa to study afro-roots. He is a 
sought-after teacher and instructor throughout 
Canada and is currently mentor for young 
directors with Viewfinders International Festival 
for Youth. He has received a Gemini for his role 
of “Cory” in the hit television series Trailer 
Park Boys, provides the voice for the animated 
series Poko, and wrote and directed the award 
winning short film The Scavengers which has 
enjoyed screenings worldwide. In 1999, Cory 
became a scholarship student at Decidedly 
Jazz Danceworks, which led to performing with 
the company and teaching at the school for two 
seasons. He is more than excited to be back 
“home” once again to create with his friends.

Jim Brenan
Saxophones 
Jim established himself as a performer and 
educator in the Canadian jazz community 
by performing and touring with such notable 
musicians as Randy Brecker, Illinois Jaquet, Ray 
Charles,  Tommy Banks, Kenny Drew Jr., Geoff 
Keezer, Wayne Bergeron, Maynard Ferguson, 
Slide Hampton, Ravi Coltrane, and Dianne 
Schuur. Jim holds a Bachelor in Jazz Studies 
from St. Francis Xavier University and a Masters 
in Jazz Studies from Rutgers University in New 
Jersey, where he studied with renowned master 
saxophonist Ralph Bowen. Jim has recorded 
two CDs under his own name and a new CD 
with his brother (the Brenan Brothers – The 
Throw Down) that has him collaborating with 
Geoff Keezer, Dana Hall, Ralph Bowen, Craig 
Brenan, Terrell Stafford and Rubim de Toledo. 
Jim is currently the Chair of the Department 
of Theatre, Speech and Music performance at 
Mount Royal College. This is his second show 
with DJD.

Kimberley Cooper
Artistic Associate/Resident Choreographer/
Dancer 
Kimberley has seen or danced in every DJD 
production since its birth in 1984. She has 
been dancing with the company since 1989 
and has been Resident Choreographer/Artistic 
Associate since 2001. In 2002 she created 
her first full-length work, Popular, which was 
produced by DJD for One Yellow Rabbit’s 
High Performance Rodeo. Since then she has 
co-created Velvet (2003) and ¡BULLA! a loud 
Cuban Jazz Experiment (2005), with DJD co-
founder Hannah Stilwell, and in Charcoal & 
Crimson (2006) on her own for DJD. Throughout 
this time she has continued to dance with 
the company. In addition to her work with 
DJD she has also danced and choreographed 
independently. Her work has been produced 
locally by Dancers’ Studio West, the University 
of Calgary’s Program of Dance, One Yellow 
Rabbit, eko dance projects, Springboard 
Dance, in Edmonton by Alberta Dance Alliance, 
and in Vancouver by Dances for small Stages. 
In 2002 she was named Emerging Artist of the 
Year by Alberta Dance Alliance. In 2004 she 
created the dance film Distemper with director 
John Albanis. In 2006 the two released their 
next short firm Methuselah, with Jason Stroh 
as a co-choreographer. Both films were set to 
music by Amon Tobin, as was her 2008 DJD 
work, wowandflutter. Most recently she co-
directed Alchemy and created The Skyscraper 
DJD’s site-specific piece in the Grain Exchange 
Building for OYR’s High Performance Rodeo.

Heather Cornell
Tap Choreographer
Heather recently performed her solo collab-
orative show Finding Synesthesia (Andy Milne, 
composer) at the prestigious London and 
Salzburg Jazz Festivals. Other current projects: 
Short Stories with Vienna based artists Sabine 
Hasiske and Alexander Lockner and the artistic 
direction for CanTap a collaborative company of 
internationally renowned Canadian tap artists 
and musicians. Called “the Oscar Peterson of 
tap” (Globe and Mail), she began her career as 
an apprentice to six of the first 

Biographies

Vicki Adams Willis Cory Bowles Kimberley CooperKristian Alexandrov Jim Brenan Heather Cornell
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7generation of American tap masters: Buster 
Brown, Eddie Brown, Harriet Browne, Cookie 
Cook, Steve Condos and Chuck Green. She is 
artistic director of Manhattan Tap, a New York-
based ensemble of tap dancers and musicians 
and is know for her innovative collaborations 
on original music for tap. A pioneer in concert 
tap, she is one of six women profiled in the new 
documentary Thinking on Their Feet, Women 
of the Tap Dance Renaissance. Heather travels 
worldwide with her company and as a soloist, 
and has created shows with the late jazz icon 
Ray Brown (bass), Bob Telson (Gospel at 
Colonus), and Keith Terry and Crosspulse. 
Other choreography credits: The Play What I 
Wrote for Broadway and Three Penny Opera, 
Atalaya Theatre, Seville, Spain. TV credits: 
a KQED special with JTE and Honi Coles; 
Gregory Hines’ Tap Dance in America for 
Great Performances on PBS; and a special for 
the Canadian Television jazz series Sounds 
Impressive. She is responsible for training many 
of today’s generation of tap artists Heather is 
thrilled to be invited to choreograph for DJD’s 
25th. Bravo!!

Heather Crossan
Stage Manager 
Heather began stage managing back home, 
in Newfoundland, over 12 years ago. She has 
had the pleasure of working on countless 
productions and tours on the island as well 
as across the country. Most notable was the 
Canadian tour of Underwraps: A Spoke Opera, 
the show that first brought her to Calgary. A few 
years later, after graduating from the National 
Theatre School of Canada, she decided to 
make Calgary her home with Chris, Marley and 
Stfu. This season marks Heather’s fifth year 
working with DJD, during this time she has had 
the pleasure of stage managing 12 productions 
and is pleased to have twentyfive be lucky 13!

Rubim de Toledo
Bass
Bassist and composer, Rubim de Toledo, is well 
known as a Jazz and Latin bassist as well as being 
a highly in demand sideman for projects in any 
style. He has a fertile career as a bandleader 
and is proud to have recently released his third 
solo recording. At the age of 17, Rubim began 
his professional career playing with the late 

Clarence ‘Big’ Miller and soon afterwards, went 
on to perform in groups with local Jazz moguls 
P.J. Perry and  Tommy Banks. Rubim is also a 
founding member of the musical group ¡Bomba! 
and has toured extensively across Canada and 
internationally with the Latin ensemble. This 
year Rubim released his third solo disc entitled, 
The River. This recording features all original 
compositions from the live soundtrack to the 
Decidedly Jazz Danceworks’ production, Tinge 
and Tone for which he was music director. As 
an educator, Rubim is proud to be a faculty 
member of the Mount Royal College Music 
Program where he is the director of the Mount 
Royal College Large Jazz Ensemble and various 
student combos, as well as the program’s 
instructor of Jazz improvisation. twentyfive 
is Rubim’s seventh production with DJD. He 
originally performed with DJD in ¡BULLA! and 
has been music director for DJD’s productions, 
in Charcoal & Crimson, Tinge and Tone and The 
Skyscraper.

Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo
Artistic Assistant/Rehearsal Director 
Sarisa began her formal dance training in 
classical ballet at the age of seven, graduated 
from the Edmonton School of Ballet’s 
Professional Program in 1993, and has danced 
with Decidedly Jazz ever since (apart from a 
year-long sabbatical during the 2003-2004 
season to pursue independent interests in 
theatre and dance). In addition to dancing 
with DJD, she has performed with One Yellow 
Rabbit, Springboard Dance Collective, Theatre 
of the Living Statue, Sage Theatre, Edmonton 
Festival Ballet as well as for various independent 
choreographers and directors. She was Artistic 
Director for DJD’s dancer-choreographed 
evenings Larimer St. in 2005, root 7 in 2006 and 
Alchemy (Co-Artistic Director with Kimberley 
Cooper) in 2008 as well as Artistic Director 
for DJD’s June production Tinge and Tone 
in 2008. Sarisa has also choreographed for 
Alberta Dance Explosions, eko dance projects 
and Alberta Theatre for Young People and 
also teaches for the DJD company and school, 
around Calgary and Alberta and most recently 
in Vada, Italy for La Bella Vita Arts.

Harry Frehner
Lighting and Set Designer
Harry is thrilled to be back with DJD. Recent 
projects with Calgary Opera, Theatre Calgary, 
Alberta Theatre Projects, and The Banff Centre 
have happily kept him close to home this year. 
This is his 16th collaboration with DJD, starting 
with Stolen Moments in 1995, with his most 
recent ones being Tinge and Tone and Magnetic 
Consequences.

Edgar Gilbert-Reyes
Apprentice Dancer 
Born and raised in Calgary, Edgar started 
dancing at the age of eight at The School of 
Decidedly Jazz. He began his training mainly 
in the field of hip-hop, but soon developed a 
taste for jazz. Edgar has studied in cities such as 
Toronto, Vancouver, and Los Angeles, working 
with artists such as Canadian Idol winner Eva 
Avila, and Keshia Chante. This is his first year 
dancing with DJD.

Catherine Hayward
Dancer 
Catherine grew up in Winnipeg where she began 
dancing at the age of five. Her dance studies led 
her to Ryerson University where she graduated 
with honours from the dance program, 
earning her BFA. At Ryerson, Catherine had 
the opportunity to work with independent 
choreographers such as Heidi Strauss, Kathleen 
Rea, and Vicki St. Denys. An interest in jazz 
dance brought her to Calgary to train in the 
Professional Training Program at DJD. During 
this time she immersed herself in the Calgary 
community performing in the DJD school tour 
of Live & in Sync, Shift, The Fluid Festival and 
eko dance projects, as well as dancing in and 
choreographing for Footprints, Alberta Dance 
Explosions and Re:verb. Catherine has studied 
in various places in North America and her love 
of jazz has taken her to Sweden to study Lindy 
Hop. She is excited to be in her second season 
dancing with DJD.

Tyler Hornby
Drums 
Tyler is emerging as one of the most versatile 
and contemporary drummers in Canada. He 
has been on numerous tours around North 
America, South America and Europe, where 
his drumming is a popular staple at many jazz 

Heather Crossan
Sarisa Figueroa de 

Toledo Edgar Gilbert-Reyes Catherine HaywardRubim de Toledo Harry Frehner

festivals, clubs, and concerts. Tyler’s acoustic 
jazz album, Shadows of a Brighter Day, received 
rave reviews and was selected for a National 
Campus Compilation entitled Dig Your Roots. 
In addition to playing with his own quartet, 
Tyler has performed with such artists as; Bob 
Mintzer, Ingrid Jensen, Frank Mantooth, Alain 
Caron, Randy Brecker, Tom Harrell,  Tommy 
Banks, Shelly Berg, Ralph Bowen, and Maciek 
Grzywacz. While maintaining a busy performing 
schedule Tyler also teaches for the Mount 
Royal College Jazz Diploma Program, and 
is the director of the Drumset Educational 
Camp which is held in Calgary each summer. 
After completing his B.Mus in Jazz Studies 
from the University of Calgary, Tyler obtained 
his Masters Degree in Jazz Performance / 
Pedagogy (2006) at the University of Colorado 
(Boulder) where he studied composition with 
Grammy Award winning pianist Chip Stephens. 
Tyler has composed music for several shows, 
including U of C Mainstage Senses, Sex Over 
40, and most recently a Jazz CD for children 
entitled More Rocky Mountain Fairy Tales.

Shayne Johnson
Apprentice Dancer 
Shayne began his dance training at the age 
of five and his professional career at the age 
of 12. Since then he has studied across North 
America winning numerous scholarships to 
schools in Canada and the USA including The 
Banff Centre, The Edge in LA and Joe Tremaine 
Academy. At age 15, Shayne won the title of 
BC Provincial Champion in the category of 
Stagework and Tap and shortly afterwards, 
joined the Canadian National Tap Team under 
the direction of Matthew Clark, which included 
a performance with Savion Glover’s Bring In 
The Noise, Bring in The Funk ensemble. Over 
the next three years, Shayne became a member 
of the Grizzles Extreme Dance Team for NBA 
Entertainment, starred as the ‘Rock Star’ in the 
Pop group XLR-8 for the hit show Cirque Pop 
2K2 and appeared on television variety shows 
and in many fashion industrials. It was during this 
time he realized his passion for choreographing 
and teaching. After graduating from high school, 
Shayne was hired by Norwegian Cruise Lines as 
a dancer in 2003 and since then, has been hired 
for performance contracts, as dance captain, 
and to choreograph, direct and install new 

shows on their biggest ships. New to Calgary, 
Shayne is on the faculty of Premiere Dance 
Academy and very excited to be a part of the 
DJD Company. After participating in Decidedly 
Jazz Danceworks’ Professional Program this 
fall, he was asked to join the company for 
twentyfive.

Dinou Marlett-Stuart
Dancer 
After dancing for 12 years in Calgary, Dinou 
traveled to England to attend Performer’s 
Dance College where she completed a three-
year degree programme and then danced 
professionally for two years in many lead roles  
in original productions throughout England. 
Since returning to Calgary in 1994, Dinou 
has been teaching, as well as producing, 
choreographing and performing in various 
projects such as Calgary Cares and Alberta 
Dance Explosions. She was a guest artist in 
the DJD school show Live & in Sync (2001) and 
Kimberley Cooper’s Popular (2001) for OYR’s 
High Performance Rodeo. She understudied 
roles in Perched on the Edge of a Quarter Note 
(2002) and was a full-time company member 
from 2002-04. Dinou was blessed with a 
daughter in October 2004 and since then has 
had a chance to work with Kimberley Cooper as 
a dancer and Rehearsal Mistress for the Bravo 
production of Distemper and in Charcoal & 
Crimson. She returned to DJD in 2007 because 
her need to dance was so strong. She would 
like to thank her family for all their support in 
helping her follow her path.

Michèle Moss
DJD Co-Founder 
Michèle Moss, choreographer, dancer and 
educator, is currently an Assistant Professor 
in the B.A. Dance program at the University 
of Calgary where she earned her MA in 2007. 
Michèle is a proud co-founder of Decidedly 
Jazz Danceworks with whom she performed 
professionally from 1984-1997. During her official 
tenure at DJD (1984 -1999) she served as dancer, 
founding board member, Associate Artistic 
Director, founding dance school principal and 
choreographer. She has been creating work in 
the jazz idiom since 1986 and has numerous 
works in the DJD repertoire. In 1995 her 
personal focus evolved to family and raising her 
beautiful daughter, Odessa. Professional focus 

also evolved to include textual and ethnography 
research (most significantly in New York, West 
Africa, Cuba) as well as her embodied research 
practice. During a sabbatical leave in the fall 
of 2008 she was commissioned to create a 
work on Winnipeg dance company NAfro, and 
conducted ethnographic dance research in 
Cuba as well as spending quality time driving 
Odessa to her swim practices and dance 
rehearsals! Upcoming projects include directing 
a September ‘09 production for the U of C - 
BA Dance Professional Series and attending 
conferences / workshops in Jamaica, New 
Orleans, and West Africa. Michèle continues 
to choreograph for the DJD company (recent 
work 2008), teach in the community dance 
school as well as conducting special training 
events, intensives and workshops.

Nicole Minogue
Costume Designer 
Nicole Minogue is overjoyed to be back at 
DJD for her fourth season. Being a BC girl 
originally, Nicole came to Alberta to complete 
her schooling, and then worked at The Banff 
Centre and Citadel Theatre before finding her 
niche with DJD. Other DJD shows Nicole has 
been involved in are ¡BULLA!, Pulse, in Charcoal 
& Crimson, root 7, Magnetic Consequences, 
wowandflutter, Tinge and Tone and Alchemy.

Danny Nielsen
Tap Choreographer 
Danny Nielsen has been tap dancing for 13 
years. He began his rhythm tap career in 
2003 when he became a member of MADD 
Rhythms Canada that gave him an opportunity 
to learn from highly regarded tap dancers Lisa 
La Touche, Bril Barrett, Martn ‘Tre’ Duman 
III, George ‘Mo Leggs’ Patterson III, and Van 
Porter. In August 2008, Danny danced in the 
opening number for the Jerry Lewis Telethon in 
Las Vegas, choreographed by Chloe Arnold and 
featuring Ted Levy. He has performed at tap 
festivals in Vancouver, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Edmonton and St. Louis. He is currently sharing 
his passion teaching and performing in his 
hometown and abroad. 

Shayne Johnson Michèle Moss Danny NielsenDinou Marlett-Stuart Nicole MinogueTyler Hornby
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Kaleb TekesteHannah StilwellIvan Nuñez Segui Bob Tildesly Deanne Walsh

Ivan Nuñez Segui
Dancer 
Ivan started dancing at the age of nine. When 
he was 12 years old he began his formal training 
at the National School of Art in Havana and 
after seven years graduated from the school in 
1990. Upon graduation, he joined the Folklorico 
Nacional de Cuba and was principal soloist 
from 1996 until he left the company in 2001. 
Since then, he has been a freelance dancer 
and teacher working in Cuba, Japan, England 
and Canada. He was a guest dancer for DJD’s 
¡BULLA! project in 2004, and returned to 
Calgary in the fall of 2005 to continue dancing 
with the company. This is his fifth season with DJD.

Malika Srivastava
Dancer 
Malika is honoured to be dancing with Decidedly 
Jazz for a fourth season. The past three years 
at DJD have deepened her knowledge and 
respect for jazz music and dance. Malika also 
relies on her travels during the summer months 
to increase her exposure to jazz; she has 
spent time in Cuba, Brazil, New Orleans, New 
York and most recently Montreal in search of 
jazz education and inspiration. Apart from 
dancing with DJD, Malika has performed in U 
of C’s Mainstage, Dance Montage, eko Dance 
Projects, Alberta Dance Explosions and the 
Fluid Festival. Malika is truly grateful to be 
dancing with such a talented group of people 
and she thanks them for always inspiring her.

Hannah Stilwell
DJD Co-Founder 
Hannah Stilwell, DJD co-founder, is a performer, 
teacher and choreographer entranced by 
the relationship between audible and visual 
rhythms. Throughout her career, she has 
dedicated herself to the discovery of many 
dance forms that have become North American 
jazz dance. Since her early training in Calgary 
starting in 1964, her work has taken her to 
Africa, Cuba, Jamaica, India, and throughout 
North America. She has directed several 
full evening shows for DJD including the co-
creations of Velvet and the critically acclaimed 
cross-cultural show ¡BULLA! A Loud Cuban 
Jazz Experiment, with DJD Artistic Associate 
Kimberley Cooper. Hannah holds a B.A. from U 
of C where she has 

instructed dance since 1982. Currently, Hannah 
is also working as a Content Analyst and Writer 
in the digital marketing world and continues 
to offer travel-study trips to Cuba, along with 
a variety of freelance dance adventures. She 
has recently been appointed to the Calgary 
Arts Development Board of Directors. Hannah 
thinks it’s fantastic that she has known Vicki 
Adams Willis for over 36 years. 

Kaleb Tekeste
Dancer 
Kaleb is a local dancer, choreographer and 
teacher. He began dancing when he was 10 years 
old and at the age of 16 was introduced to street 
styles of dance that inspired him to take dancing 
more seriously. He joined the dance program at 
his high school, Crescent Heights, and upon 
graduation continued dancing and teaching Hip 
Hop at various studios in and around Calgary, 
including The School of Decidedly Jazz. He has 
choreographed for shows such as Calgary Cares, 
Dance Montage, and Alberta Dance Explosions. 
In 2004 Kaleb joined the Professional Program 
at DJD and was brought on as understudy 
for 2006’s in Charcoal & Crimson. As destiny 
would have it, he found himself jumping into a 
role a few days before opening thus marking his 
debut with DJD. Back from a six-month hiatus 
from the company during which he studied 
dance in Montreal, Kaleb is enjoying his second 
full season with DJD.

Bob Tildesley
Trumpet, Flugelhorn 
Born in Calgary, Bob Tildesley played in R & B 
bands here before moving to Edmonton at 
age 20 where he quickly emerged as the city’s 
leading jazz trumpeter - and indeed one of 
Canada’s finest-through his work in the late 
1970s with pianists Tommy Banks and Bill Emes 
and saxophonists Bill Jamieson and P.J. Perry, 
all associations that would continue into the 
1990s. An expressive soloist, particularly skilled 
with mutes, Tildesley showed himself to be 
as adept playing bebop with Perry on the LP 
Sessions and the CD Quintet as handling blues 
and swing on two CDs recorded in Edmonton by 
the legendary Kansas City pianist Jay McShann, 
Hootie’s Jumpin’ Blues and Still Jumpin’ the 
Blues. He has been no less willing a participant 
in post bop, post modern and “free” situations. 
Bob is excited to be involved in his seventh DJD 
show, and congratulates them for 25 great years 
of creative dance and music!

Deanne Walsh
Dancer 
Deanne is thrilled to be dancing with DJD, a 
company she has long admired. Growing up in 
Calgary, as a teen she danced with eko dance 
projects (formerly Youth Dance Unlimited) 
and later returned as a dance captain. In 2003, 
Deanne completed her B.A. Dance degree with 
distinction from the University of Calgary. As a 
choreographer she has created dances for U of 
C’s Dance Montage, Alberta Dance Explosions, 
The F.E.A.T.S. Festival, eko dance projects and 
Alberta Dance Theatre for Young People. The 
pursuit of the roots of jazz has taken her to the 
U.S.A., Cuba and frequently to West Africa. Her 
travels to Guinea have been a great source of 
inspiration and personal growth. Deanne teaches 
at The School of Decidedly Jazz and throughout 
Alberta. She is very much enjoying her sixth year 
with the DJD Company. 

Danielle Wensley
Dancer 
Danielle has been dancing in Calgary since she 
was three years old. She has been involved 
in performance groups such as The Young 
Canadians and eko Dance Projects (formerly 
Youth Dance Unlimited), both giving her 
extensive experience and appreciation for the 
process of creating dance for stage. Danielle 
attended Dr. E.P. Scarlett High School where 
she joined the dance program and worked 
closely with former DJD dancer, Jill Currie. 
She was involved with the Professional Training 
Program at The School of Decidedly Jazz for 
several years where she discovered a great 
appreciation for jazz music and dance. Danielle 
is truly dedicated to DJD and has been involved 
in as many different facets of the company 
as possible. She performed in Footprints, a 
production created by the members of the 
DJD Professional Training Program as well as 
Live & in Sync!, DJD’s educational touring show 
(2006 and 2007), and she continues to teach 
many classes at The School of Decidedly Jazz 
along with residencies in elementary schools 
in the Calgary area. Danielle cannot express in 
words the excitement she feels about being a 
part of the company for their 25th Anniversary 
season.

Danielle Wensley

Vicki Adams Willis 		A  rtistic Director
Kathi Sundstrom		G  eneral Manager

Co-Founders
Vicki Adams Willis • Hannah Stilwell • Michèle Moss

Artistic
Kimberley Cooper	A rtistic Associate/Resident Choreographer
Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo	A rtistic Assistant

Production
Graham Frampton	 Production & Tour Manager
Heather Crossan	 Stage Manager
Tyrell Doig	 Technical Director
Nicole Minogue	H ead of Wardrobe

The School of Decidedly Jazz
Joanne Baker	 Dance School Principal
Jamie Freeman Cormack	 Professional Training Program Director
Jennica Willis	 Dance School Manager/Marketing Associate

Administration  
Lisa Cascun	F ront Desk Administrator/ 
	V olunteer Coordinator
Dana Coldwell	 Dance School Reception
Jaime Emond	 Box Office Coordinator/Office Assistant
Larissa Groch	 Development Manager 
Anita Huynh	 Bookkeeper
Haley MacLeod 	 Dance School Reception
Helen Moore-Parkhouse  	 Marketing Consultant
Claudine Watt	 Dance School Reception

Dancers  
Kimberley Cooper 	I van Nuñez Segui 
Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo 	 Malika Srivastava
Edgar Gilbert-Reyes*	K aleb Tekeste
Catherine Hayward	 Deanne Walsh
Shayne Johnson*	 Danielle Wensley
Dinou Marlett-Stuart 	
*Apprentice

Company Instructors
Jazz
Joanne Baker 
Kimberley Cooper
Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo

Ballet
Margot McDermott
Dinou Marlett-Stuart

Tap
Danny Nielsen

Afro-Cuban
Ivan Nuñez Segui 

Music
Rubim de Toledo

Yoga
Yoga Passage

Fitness
Heaven’s Fitness
Karen Vouri – Personal 
Fitness Trainer
The Calgary Fitness Table

Accompanist
Anna Wojciechowski
Michael Levin

Board of Directors

Officers
Catherine Bagnell Styles, President  	U niversity of Calgary
Claudia Moore, Past President  	 Material Insight
Tracie Noble, Treasurer  	 Tracie Noble Professional Corp.
Joanne Reimer, Secretary 		

Directors
Pat Borger	 RBC Royal Bank
Sharma Christie 	C olliers International
Lori Dunsmore Smith				  
Rob Fooks	 McLeod & Company LLP
Peter Gammell 	W atershed Creations
Jane Gauthier						    
Bradley Gilmour	 Bennett Jones LLP
Scott Inglis 	W ind River Power Corp.
Bird Mack
Kerri McGovern	 Tynt			 
Nancy Olsen 	
Carol Stewart	U niversity of Calgary
Ella Stuart 	 Shaw Communications
Paula Tyler	 Norlien Foundation
Matt Wilson	F iasco Gelato		

Consulting Professionals 
Juanita Brandt	 BIGPURR Graphic Design
Dr. Mike Good	C ore Health Group Inc
Heaven’s Fitness
Greg Horton
Trudie Lee Photography 
Tracy Mann 	Y oga Passage
Patricia Maybury	 The Calgary Fitness Table
Claudia Moore	 Material Insight
Hugh Saunders	W estside Sports Physiotherapy
Cory Schadt	C ornerstone Technologies
Glenn Sundstrom
Karen Vouri	 Personal Fitness Trainer

DJD Organization

Malika Srivastava
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Proudly supporting DJD since 1998  

Suncor Energy – DJD sponsor ad: Half page horizontal (7-3/8” w x 4-15/16” h). 4c, black keyline prints. KLVC. May 21, 2008.
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Chic  |  Unique  |  Bikini-Friendly  |  Sunglasses Recommended

THE ART OF INDULGENCE

119 – 12 Ave SW  |  Calgary, AB  |  T2R 0G8
Ph  403.266.4611  |  Fax  403.237.0978

www.hotelarts.ca 

Dive into decadence
(now serving poolside)

2025-12959 Decidedly Jazz ad v3.indd   1 4/30/08   5:03:38 PM

Production Credits
Designers
Set and Lighting Design	H arry Frehner
Costume Design	 Nicole Minogue

Production Staff
Production and Tour Manager 	G raham Frampton
Technical Director	 Tyrell Doig
Stage Manager	H eather Crossan
Head of Audio	 Dan Frerichs
Scenic Construction	 Tyrell Doig
	 Brian Chmielewski
	 Scott Paterson
Scenic Painter                                   	Stephanie Arsenault
Head of Wardrobe	 Nicole Minogue
Video Editing and Programming	 Tyrell Doig
Audio Editing	K ristian Alexandrov
	 Tyrell Doig                                                                 
Production Lighting Provided by	C hristie Lites Calgary
Production Sound Provided by	 Sound Art Calgary

25th Anniversary Season Sponsor

Government Partners

Jazz Roots Club Partner

Key Season Supporters 2008-09

Production Partners

Event Sponsors

Arts In Education Partners

Marketing
Publicity	H elen Moore-Parkhouse
Photography	 Trudie Lee Photography	
Graphic Design	 BIGPURR Graphic Design	                              

For Theatre Calgary
Producer	L esley MacMillan
Technical Director	A aron Newbert
Head Carpenter	 Matthew Gault
Head Electrician	C atharine Bevans
Alternate Head Electrician	 Jocelyn Nodge
Deck Electrician	K elly-Ann Savage
Head of Sound	C hris Jacko
Wardrobe Master 	 Ron Siegmund
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Artistic Director Vicki Adams Willis

Music Director & Composer Kristian Alexandrov

Lighting & Set Designer Harry Frehner

Costume Designer Nicole Minogue

Rehearsal Director Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo

Movement Memories Choreographed By: 
Vicki Adams Willis, Joanne Baker, Kimberley Cooper, Heather Cornell, Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo,  

Jamie Freeman Cormack, Michèle Moss, Billy Siegenfeld, Hannah Stilwell, and the scores of dancers who 
have made invaluable contributions to our choreographic voice over the years

I Am Jazz  
Poetry Written and Performed by : Cory Bowles  

Choreographed by: Kimberley Cooper To read the poem, go to www.decidedlyjazz.com and click on twentyfive

tap  Choreography by: 
Heather Cornell with Shim Sham inserts by Danny Nielsen

Music Memories composed by: 
Kristian Alexandrov, Chris Andrews, Wally Badarou, Tommy Banks,  

Dave Brubeck, Miles Davis, Paul Desmond, Rubim de Toledo,  Davide deRenzo, Duke Ellington,  
Mercer Ellington, Bill Evans, George Koller, Sean McAnally, Clarence “Big” Miller, Horace Silver,  

Billy Strayhorn, Juan Tizol, Amon Tobin, Bill Withers, Stevie Wonder
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Dancers 
Kimberley Cooper, Edgar Gilbert-Reyes, Catherine Hayward, Shayne Johnson, Dinou Marlett-Stuart,  

Ivan Nuñez Segui , Malika Srivastava, Kaleb Tekeste, Deanne Walsh, Danielle Wensley

Musicians   
Kristian Alexandrov: Keyboards, Percussion; Jim Brenan: Saxophone; Rubim de Toledo: Bass;  

Tyler Hornby: Drums; Bob Tildesley: Trumpet

Recorded Excerpts from  
No Small Feets, 1992

Clarence “Big” Miller
Music Director, Arrangements  

and Trumpet: Sean McAnally
Keyboards: Miles Jackson

Bass: Doug Stephenson
Drums: Garry DeBoeck

Guitar: Dewi Wood 
Saxophone: Richard Harding

Recorded Excerpts from  
iBULLA!, 2005
Composer, Music Director 
and Keyboards: Chris Andrew
Bass: Rubim de Toledo
Drums and Percussion: Sandro Dominelli
Vocals and Percussion: Luis Orbegoso
Saxophone and Flute: Liván Morejón Quián
Drums and Percussion: Raul Gómez Tabera
Violin and Vocals: Neraldo Durán Torriente
Vocals and Batá Drums: Israel Toto Berriel 

Recorded 4:20 Special: 
Clarence “Big” Miller with Adrian Chornowol, John Logan, Clifford Minchau,  

Eddie Patterson and Gordon Towell

Costume Memories by:
Judith Bowden, J Paul Lavigne, Linda Leon, Heather Pierce, Natalie Purschwitz and others

Photographic Memories by:
Trudie Lee, Noel Begin, Heather Elton, Anne Georg, Barbara Harrison, James May, Jazhart and others

Video Memories by:
Noel Begin, Don Scott, Voice Pictures, CBC, CFCN, NFB and others

Research Assistant: 
Joanne Baker

Our Heartfelt Thanks go to:
Alberta Ballet, Senator Tommy Banks, Joanne Baker, Alison Bryan, Calgary Opera, Rubim de Toledo,  

Brian Hansen, Mike Hessler, Tyler Hornby, Sharon Karst, Laura Kleiner, Michèle Moss,  
Holger Petersen, Samantha Pink, Hannah Stilwell, Jason Stroh and Swerve Magazine
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Some of the people who have made
Dancers/Guests/Choreographers: Vicki Adams Willis, Todd Andrew, Danny James Austin, Joanne Baker (nee Irving), Christine Bandelow,  
Shannon Beery (nee Pennington), Marc Berezowski, Jean-Kyle Bienvenue, Kyrsten Blair, Andre Bombardier, Edwina Borgford, Cory Bowles, Buster 
Brown, Eloise Brown ,Grant Burns, Stephanie Butler, Claudia Carolina, Sherri-Lynn Carr, Christine Carr, José Ángel Carret Morejón, Sean Cheeseman, 
Denise Clarke, Rhonda Cooper, Kimberley Cooper, Heather Cornell, Manuel Correia, Terri-Lynne Critchley, Jill Currie, Noelle Dadoush, Pamela 
Denis, Isaiah DiLorenzo, Scott Drewitz, Lori Duncan, Kim Dunlop, Jade Elliot, Lee Erdman, Pete Estabrooks, Brian Fandrick, Ahmed Fenandez Hodelin, 
Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo, Anne Flynn, Saxon Fraser, Jamie Freeman Cormack, Edgar Gilbert Reyes, Brian Hanson, Christy Hayne, Catherine Hayward, 
Josh Hilberman, Jeannie Hill, Allison Hiscott, Fred Holliss, Catherine Holliss, Karen James, Jennifer Jankowski, Alanna K Jones, Tania Kelba, Laura 
Kleiner (nee Laycock), Kim Klimek, Tamara Koebel-Farwig, Katherine Kramer, Donna Larson, Joe Laughlin, Jason Leach, Elaine Lehto, Michelle 
MacDougall, Jeffrey Maisonet, Dinou  Marlett-Stuart, Matt Mattox, Betty McLachlan Poulsen, Robert Meilleur, Nicole Mion, Jaime Mitchell (nee Marr), 
Michael Montanaro, Laurie Montemurro, Michèle Moss, Heather Murdoch McLeod, Gibson Muriva, Danny Nielsen, Ivan Nuñez Segui, Erin O’Connor, 
Gail Ough, Steeve Paquet, Angel Pardo Bono, Natalie Poissant, Ravi Poliah, Kathryn Pollack (nee McKinnon), Bradley Rapier, Jeff Retzlaff, Sherrie 
Scherger, Tina Schuetz, Donna Sharp, Billy Siegenfeld, Leslie Sinclair, Malika Srivastava, Hannah Stilwell, Yusleybys Stoker Fernandez, Jason Stroh, 
Kaleb Tekeste, Sudha Thakkar, Jamie Thompson, Stephen Thompson, Randi Ulevog, Christian Vezina, Deanne Walsh, Danielle Wensley, Sandy 
Williams, Sheron Wray, Leni Wylliams, Karen Zimmerman Evans. Artistic/Administrative Staff: (Co-Founders and past and present General 
Managers in bold) Tamara Acheson, Vicki Adams Willis, Sharon Anderson-Marr, Joanne Baker (nee Irving), Pam Bayne, Birgit Becker, Marc Berezowski, 
Rena Blom, Christina Cable, Sherri-Lynn Carr, Christine Carr, Lisa Cascun, Jane Chamberlin, Sarah Christie, Amber Clark, Kate Cloake, Lavonne 
Cloke, Dana Coldwell, Rachel Colless, Caroline Connolly, Kimberley Cooper, Gail Anne Corbet, Heather Crossan, Patti Czerski, Ron Desnoyers, Lynn 
Dittmer, Tyrell Doig, Anna Kay Eldridge, Jaime Emond, Barb English, Dan Evans, Deanne Fair, Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo, Julie Flett, Graham Frampton, 
Aiofe Freeman, Jamie Freeman Cormack, Heather Frew, Iona Frost, Jason Goethals, Jocelyn Grant, Glynn Grant, Larissa Groch, Julia Hartnett, 
Shawna Helland, Jacquie Hennings, Heather Hipp, Anita Hubscher, Anita Huynh, Damon Johnston, Chantal Khan, Kathy Kloepfer, Heather Kolesar, 
Jim Langham, Crystal  Loszchuk, Kal MacDonald, Lorna MacLachlan, Haley MacLeod, Brian  MacNeil, Lori Maxwell, Robyn McDougall, Kay McDowell, 
George McFaul, Diane McGeachy, Kevin Mckendrik, Sherri McLellan, Gennifer Meldrum, Catriona Miller, Helen Moore-Parkhouse, Michèle Moss, 
Sandra Narin, Maureen O’Connor, Maureen Pender, Shannon Pennington, Christine Pentelchuk, Jayne Pollack, Joanne Reimer, Nikki Reimer, Diana 
Ritter, Pamela Robinson, Leonora Rodkin, Larysa Roemer, Christina Skitch, Niki Smyth, Nadine Stephan, Hannah Stilwell, Barb Sundstrom, Kathi 
Sundstrom, Brita Thomas, Jenn Uhl, Michael  Warren, Claudine Watt, Janet Waye, Brad  Welk, Jennica Willis, Tara Wilson, Raena Q Wintonyk, Helene 
Wiszniak, Patti Wohlford, Laura Woollard. Musicians: Kristian Alexandrov, Mario Allende, Norman Amadio, Chris Andrew, Tommy Banks, Pat 
Belliveau, Jim Brenan, David Camwell, Jimmy Chew, Jeremy Coates, Ken Coffey, Bob Day, Rubim de Toledo, Garry DeBoek, John DeWaal, Davide 
Direnzo, Sandro Dominelli, Tom Doran, Sean Drabbit, Neraldo Durán Torriente, Andy Ericson, Bob Erlendson, Wayne Feschuk, Tom Foster, Bill 
George, Raul Gómez Tabera, Richard Harding, Chad Holzman, Tyler Hornby, Bruno Hubert, Kodi Hutchinson, John Hyde, Miles Jackson, Allen 
Jacobson, George Koller, Cory Krisa, Jean-Christophe Leroy, Lorna MacLachlan, Sean McAnally, Richard McDowell, Dan Meichel, Julie Michels, 
Diane Miller, Loni Moger, Lyle Molzan, Liván Morejón Quián, Al Muirhead, Mark Murphy, Barbara Rose Olorenshaw, Luis Orbegoso, John Pain, PJ 
Perry, Jim Pinchin, Ravi Poliah, Jackie Richardson, Karl Roth, Marek Semmeniuk, Cameron Sound, Doug Stephenson, John Taylor, Bob Tildesley, Amon 
Tobin, Brent Van Dusen, Martijn van Galen, Tim Williams, Dewi Wood, Sheldon Zandboer. Designers/Collaborators: Linda Babins, Brennan 
Berry, Inga Borg, Judith Bowden, Ronnie Burkett, Betty Clarke, Denise Clarke, Jenifer Darbellay, Jane De leeuw, Voila Design, John Dinning, Jane 
Duncan, Julie Elkiw, Tammy Elliot Hessler, Cheryl Foggo, Graham Frampton, Harry Frehner, Marianna Gartner, David Hoffos, Hal Kerbes, Shawn 
Kinley, Kevin Lamotte, J Paul Lavigne, Linda Leon, Brian MacNeil, Keith Marion, Clem Martini, Deneen McArthur, Douglas McCullough, Nicole 
Minogue, Manfred Mödig, Don Monty, Michèle Moss, Cimmeron Myers, Amy Paterson, Heather Pierce, Natalie Purschwitz, Scott Reid, Nikki Reimer, 
Nancy Roberts, Douglas T. McCullough, Michael Taugher, Leo Wieser, Sheri-D Wilson, Leni Wylliams. Board of Directors: (current and past 
presidents in bold) Susan Adams, Alice Adams- Wood, Richard Alaszkiewicz, David Allison, Rhonda Amundson, Glenna Anthony, Lynn Arbour-Heim, 
Judith Athaide, Catherine Bagnell Styles, Mary Barroll, Kathleen Bell, Vicki Boothman, Doug Boyd, Bill Brooks, Jeffery Bullied, Laura Burt, Heather 
Campbell, Jenny Caron, Ann Cavanaugh, Jane Chamberlin Grove, Joyce Chorny, Sharma Christie, Tracie Coolidge, Jason Cormack, Salina Curtis, 
Dalton Dalik, Jan Damery Smith, Penny Davies, Hillary Dinning, Fraser Dods, Cheralyn Doell, Jason Dubchak, Mairi Dudgeon, Denise Dunn Mc 
Mullen, Lori Dunsmore Smith, Judith Dwarkin, Jane Ebbern, Julie Elekes, Martha Ellis, Dan Evans, Becky Farrar, Gary Fayerman, Gavin Fitch, Rob 
Fooks, Brian Frank, Tracy Gall, Peter Gammell, Scott Garnett, Jane Gauthier, Elizabeth Gibbs, John Gilchrist, Lavina Gilliland, Bradley Gilmour, 
Sharon Gledhil, George Gosbee, Renée Grabia, Bill Green, Norm Greenfield, Lesley Gronow, Margot Gyorgy, John Hallett, Garry Hayes, Bob Heggie, 
Gaye Heller, Lee Hobbs, Innes Holman, Greg Horton, Linda Hughes, Scott Inglis, Ed Johnston, Laurie Jones, Mike Kaumeyer, Dave Kelly, Elaine 
Kinney, Fiona Kirkpatrick Parsons, Kyle Kitagawa, Laurie Klotz, Patti Knight, Bill Kurchak, Mike Lake, Norman Leach, Rob Lemorande, Curt Lizzi, 
Cecilia Low, Lorna MacLachlan, Tim Mah, Brian Mahoney, Katherine Mak, Russ Makepeace, Ann Mallory, Lewis Manning, Keith Marion, Karen Mark, 
Tracey Mattoon, Kevin Mc Clelland, Lori McDonald, Barry McKinnon, Jerry McNamara, John McNeil, Kim McLean, Steve Mengle, Sheri Meyerhoffer, 
Dawn Mitchell, Jim Mitchelson, Phil Mittertreiner, Darcy Moch, Deanne Monroe, Bill Moore, Claudia Moore, Jon Morgan, Michèle Moss, Mick Mulloy, 
Keiran Mulroy, Rena Nathanail, Lorraine Newbigging, Tracie Noble, Gail Norton, Gail O’ Reilly, Tom O’ Sullivan, Carol Oliver, Nancy Olsen, Cathy 
Patrick, Katie Pearlman, Robert Percy, Katie Perlman, Anne Petrie, Paul Poscente, Barry Potvin, Jen Pullin, Susan Rafaat, Joanne Reimer, Kristine 
Robidoux, Gord Robinson, Bernice Roessel, Lawrence Romanosky, Susan Ruf, Shannyn Scarff, Laura Scott, Mairi Serpas, Laura Sewchuk, Lisa 
Shackelton, Becky Shaw, Tamara Shawa, Laura Shewchuk, Jay Simmons, Tricia Sirrs, Judith Sparkes, Joanna Spencer-Green, Jode Spinney, Lesley 
Stang, Sheldon Steeves, Don Stewart, Carol Stewart, Kurt Stilwell, Reva Stilwell, Hannah Stilwell, Chantel Strickland, Valerie Strike, David Strong, Ella 
Stuart, Kathi Sundstrom, Jim Taipale, Gordon Tait, Phil Taylor, Clark Terriff, Chris Tesarski, Marlene Thauvette, Kelly Thompson, Bill Thorburn, Dawn 
Tinling, Sue Tomney, Wendy Tynan, Sylvia von Minden, Leslie Walsh, Barbara Warburton, Julie Watkins, Barbara Welden, David Weyant, Christine 
Wignall, Linda Williams, Garry Willis, Matt Wilson, Kenna Windle, Ann Woltersdorf, Kris Yadav, Don Young. Production Staff: Kristian Alexandrov, 
All Star Show Industries, Mario Allende, Dorothy Allred, Blaine Andrusek, Keith Arbuthnot, Liz Asher, Donal Atkinson, Merilee Atos, ATP Sound 

DJD what it is today  (1984 – 2009)
Studio, Rick Baker, Joanne Baker (nee Irving), Chantal Barchard, Laurie Bardsley, Pam Bayne, Bonni  Baynton, Richard  Beare, Dustin Beck, Jessie 
Beeman, Noel Begin, Mark Belkie, John Bent Jr, Kyrsten Blair, Isabel Bloor, Heather Bloxham, Dave Bond, Bottom Line Productions, Rita Bozi, Juanita 
Brandt, Susie Brown, Roz Brown, Noel Burke Gaffney, Grant Burns, Jesse Carroll, Jane Chamberlin, Brian Chmielewski, Greg Chown, Christie Lights 
Ltd (Calgary), Michel Clairo, Brenda Clairo, Tim Clinton, Jeremy Coates, Robert Cole, Anne Connolly, Dana Cook, Kim Cooper, Colin Cooper, Gail 
Anne Corbett, QNB Creative, Heather Crossan, Kim Crossley, Mari Crozier, Dean Cumming, Peter D’Amico (Boxer Studios), Nan Dang Mitchell, Barb 
Dargie, Jacquie Dawson, Johanne De leeuw, Rubim de Toledo, Ron Desnoyers, Tyrell Doig, Down Stage Right Industries LTD, Iain Dunbar, Nicole 
Duperron, DyePro Services, Egg Press Co, Barry Eldridge, Julie Elkiw, Sean D Ellis, Heather Elton, Amy Elyse, Andy Ericson, Heather Farquharson, Jeff 
Farrow, Andy Fawcett, Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo, Mathew Fithen Brixton, Craig Fleury, Harold Forsythe, Dorothy Fraser, Jamie Freeman, Dan Frerichs, 
Sharon Frost, Iona Frost, Mary Galbraith, Bill Gardner, Guy Gardner, Loralee Gaudin, Kier Gelfand, Anne Georg, Julie George, Lorelee Godden, 
Dianne Goodman, Hilary Graham, Quist Graphics Inc, Emma Greenstreet, Richard Gregson, Danica Gulin, Travis Gussman, Brian Hades, KC Halas, 
Kevin Hansen, Barbara Harrison, Michael Harvey, Glenus Hawkes, Jennifer Hedge, Marcie Hedley, Martin Herbert, Mike Hessler, Marcia Hildabrand, 
Jack Hiles, Laura Hill, Allison Hiscott, Wendy Hogan, Fred Holliss, Tracey Hooper, Stacey Ibach, Pat Irving, Miles Jackson, Wes Jenkins, Damon 
Johnston, Vici Johnstone, Tom Johntson, Chrissy Jones, Dyan Katan, Pamela Kaye, Tania Kelba, Bob Kells, Tracey Kelly, Brian Kerby, Natalie Klemann, 
Andrea Korens, Rena Kovak, Glen Krushel, Regan Kuemper, Kristopher Ladd, Janet Lamonte, Jim Langham, Michelle Latta, Brad Leavitt, Trudie Lee, 
Rodger Leeder, Carey Lees, Thomas Legg, Jean-Christophe Leroy, Loyola Lewis, Glynis Leyshon, Christie Lights Ltd (Calgary), Long & McQuade, 
Marie Lychak, David Lynes, Frank MacLeod, Alicia Maluta, Gina Marin, Keith Marion, Dinou Marlett-Stuart, Tony Mascardelli, James May, Colette 
McAdoo, McAra Publishing, Scott McBain, Bruce McComb, Al McCullagh, Margot McDermott, Stacey McDougall, Richard McDowell, Andrew 
McFarland, George McFaul, Paul McGovern, Wade mcGregor, Kevin McKendrick, Paul McKenna, Barry McKinnon, Dan Mcllmoyl, Susan McNair Reid, 
Chris McPherson, Cathy Mearns, Lillian Messer, Robin Messer, Terry Middleton, Susan Miller, Devon Miller, Heather Mitchell, Peter Moller, Mount 
Royal Tailors (Tan Ha), Scott Moving Pictures, John Moxin, Tracy Murray, Roy Nachtigall, Quist Nellestyn and Bolan Creative Inc, Pam Nichol, Kathryn 
Nichols, Gail Niinimaa, Carrie Nimmo, Tracy Nunnally, Erin O’Connor, Teresa Olson, Skip Orlady, Donnie Osler, Mary Ough, Rhonda Paquette, Emily 
Parke-Koll, Don Parman, Barrington Parry, Scott Paterson, Brad Payne, Brian Pincott Plaid Advertising, Laura Porter, Dominique Poulin, Pro-Light 
Productions INC, Clare Prosser, QNB Creative, Angie Rees, Shirley -Anne Reuben, Rick Rinder, Karl Roth, Dave Rowan, Ann Rubino, Cari Russell, Jen 
Russell, Sabrina Ryans, Roze Rzen, Les Sanderson, Julie Schiller, Meaghan Schultz, Melody Scott, Ready Set, John Shearer, Derek Sherlock, Ron 
Siegmund, Waunita Simmons, C. Todd Skinner, Smithbuilt Hats, Andrew Smth, Niki Smyth, Jeanette Snodgrass, Sound Art Calgary, Kaeleah Spallin, 
Jode Spinney, Christopher Sprague, Trevor Stefiuk, Nadine Stephan, Hannah Stilwell, Rae Strandquist, Studio Studio Too, Sundog Printing Ltd, Sunrise 
Studios Ltd, Liz Sutherland, Darka Tarnawsky, Karen Thirlwall, Clare Thompson, Shelley Tognazzini, Toppers Custom Tailors, Tracker Productions, 
Phung Tran, Triad Press, Trilogic Relocation Systems LTD, Nicole Tritter, UnReel Effects Inc., Howard Van Schaick, Bernie Varem, Maureen Verkaar, 
Maria Vial, Elina Viola, Kathy Voos, Navroz Walji, Leo Weiser, Hazel Whitehead, Michael Wilkinson, William F White Industries, Ian Wilson, Rick 
Wilson, Cal Wilson, Dae Leah Windrim, Winnipeg Jazz Festival, Lory Winter, Jason Witts, Adrienne Wong, Sui-Fan Wong, Greg Wood, Dewi Wood, 
Tom Wright, Al Yeoman, Alan Yeoman, Danny Zen. Company Instructors /Accompanists: Vicki Adams Willis, Shirley Agate-Proust, Peggy 
Baker, Joanne Baker (nee Irving), Shirley Black Brown, Kyrsten Blair, Barbara Boettcher, Barbara Bourget, Elaine Bowman, Buster Brown, Claudia 
Carolina, Denise Clarke, Kimberley Cooper, Heather Cornell, Andrew Cull, Janice Dahlberg, Mercedes Ellington, Ahmed Fernandez Hodelin, Sarisa 
Figueroa de Toledo, Anne Flynn, Jamie Freeman Cormack, Mary Jo Fulmer, Heavens Fitness, Jeannie Hill, Josh Hillberman, Katherine Kramer, Sonja 
Litwack, Marilyn Malinsky, Tracy Mann, Frankie Manning, Margot McDermott, George  McFaul, Wojciech  Mochniej, Laurie Montemurro, Michèle 
Moss, Kelly-Marie Murphy, Danny Nielsen, Ivan Nunez Sequi, Erin O’Connor, Susan Pagenkopf, Heather Peirce, Bradley Rapier, Clinton Rothwell, 
Carrie Rothwell, Billy Sigenfeld, Hannah Stilwell, Yusleybys Stoker Fernandez, Jason Stroh, Lourdes Tamayo, Keith Terry, Sudah Thakkar, The Fitness 
Table, Brent Van Dusen, Lindsay Walsh, Anna Wojciechowski, Wendy Wright, Leni Wylliams, Yoga Passage,  School Of Decidedly Jazz 
Instructors: Tamara Acheson, Vicki Adams Willis, Mario Allende, Ramon Arrate-Azcuy, Tanis Baer, Joanne Baker (nee Irving), Shannon Beery (nee 
Pennington), Courtney Beshear, Megan Blades, Kyrsten Blair, Barbara Boettcher, Amanda Bonnell, Inga Borg, Cory Bowles, Elaine Bowman, Luis Bran, 
Alison Bryan, Diane Burnette, Ousmane Camara, Val Campbell, Claudia Carolina, Lisa Cascun, Leslie Chandler, Denise Clarke, Christine Conkin, 
Chantal Connolly, Alexandra Contreras, Kim Cook, Rhonda Cooper, Kimberley Cooper, Audrya Corbett, Manuel Correia, Cathy Courage, Tara 
Crouse, Jill Currie, Nicole Delecia, Diann Denning, Gerdson Dian Alves (Sapo), Jennifer Dimitroff, Laura Distefano, Alison Downey, Tom Doyle, Roger 
Duncan, Lori Duncan, Heather Erhardt, Ahmed Fernandez Hodelin, Bonnie Field, Sarisa Figueroa de Toledo, Aviva Fleising, Anne Flynn, Emily Forrest, 
Melissa Frakman, Caroline Fraser, Jamie Freeman Cormack, Peggy Giesbrecht, Julie Goguen, Megan Gole, Raulito Gomez Tabera, Lori Goods, 
Michelle Greenwell, Raul Guevara, Julia Gustik, Tina Guthrie, Brian Hansen, Sabrina Harper, Candice Harris, Christy Hayne, Catherine Hayward, 
Melanie Haywood, Kristy Haywood, Jennifer Hedges, Shawna Helland, Danny Hertz, Trudy Hipwell, Alisha Hornberger, Connie Jakab, Gaea Jess, 
Breanne Johnson, Alanna K Jones, Allison Jones, Tania Kelba, Kris Kelly, Kim Kitching, Laura Kleiner, Tamara Koebel, Renee Krysko, Lisa La Touche, 
Donna Larson, Hocine Layada, David Lereany, Gillian Lueke, Jennifer Mahood, Marilyn Malinsky, Anne Mallory, Vishal Malpruia, Annette Marcos, 
Dinou Marlett-Stuart, Lori Maxwell, Christa Mayer, Megan McCann, Kelly McCann, Margot McDermott, George McFaul, Darcy McGehee, Leanne 
McIndoe, Melodie McKee, Roxana Menzies, Krista Minken, Edward Mitchell, Jaime Mitchell (nee Marr), Davida Monk, Laurie Montemurro, Melissa 
Monteros, Alexis Mora Blanco, Suzanne Morley, Michèle Moss, Tanya Murchie, Gibson Muriva, Danny Nielsen, Ivan Nuñez Segui, Erin O’Connor, Miko 
Ostiguy, Patty Palma, Kaiti Pasqualotto, Nicole Pemberton, Barbara Pereira de Oliveira, Neketia Perez, Heather Pierce, Samantha Pink, Natalie 
Poissant, Kathryn Pollack (nee McKinnon), Linda Possak, Christie Preston, Linda Redhawk, Melissa Robbins, Tanja Rosner, Carrie Rothwell, Roxanne 
Rout, Sherrie Scherger, Meaghan Schulz, Stephen Scullion, Erika Serbu, Andie Shaffer, Matt Sheilds, Hesam Shoghi, Lana Skauge, Malika Srivastava, 
Masani St. Rose, Jackie Stewart, Hannah Stilwell, Jason Stroh, Kalyn Swihart, Lourdes Tamayo, Carla Taves, Kaleb Tekeste, Amber Teodorovici, 
Rosanna Terracciano, Sudha Thakkar, Genevieve Thomas, Nicole Tritter, Dagmar Viberg, Thi Vo, Deanne Walsh, Lindsay Walsh, Danielle Wensley, Tara 
Wilson, Kristen Wilson, Kirsten Wiren, Wendy Wright, Jillian Yaehne, Tracie Zonta. 

We hope we have included everyone. If we have missed you, we appologize and would like to hear from you. Please email us at DJD@decidedlyjazz.com
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 Jennifer Allford
Colette Anderes
Kirsten Anderson
Shelly Anderson
Morgan Arthurson
Zoey Arthurson-Mc Coll
Elaine Balante
Alexandra Blazev
Juanita Brandt
Carrie Brown
Cathy Brown
Kim Brown
Sheena Ashlyn Bulmer
Tara Charran
Robyn Chin- Fatt
Christopher Clare
Amber Clarke
Rachel Colless
Bradley Comstock
Rose Concengco
Sarah Curts
Patti Czerski
Judith Dachowski
Chris Dovey
Fiorina Esposito

Laura Fairfield
Natalia Fomenko
Stephanie Fuhrman
Gessuri Gaitan
Michelle Gladue
Alla Guelber
Phillip Ha
Rebecca Ha
Sarah Ha
Tracey Hamm
Vanessa Hasdell
Stacy Head
Julie Henneburg
Alexandra Hill
Lucia Hope-Johnstone
Kaitlyn Hughes
Paul Jaras
Renee Jones
Natalie Joyce
Olympia Kaniankos
Anisha Karia
Asha Kaur Jassal
Crystal Kelly
Laura  Kennedy
Anne Klein

Sherry Koehler
Heather Kolesar
Olimpia Korzeniwski
Gerry Kwok
Laura Kwok
Ginette  Lamontagne
Mervi Legare
Larry Lehr
Sara Leslie
Sally Lim
Julie Lopez
Kimberley Luu
Linda  Luu
Cheryl MacDonald
Michelle Mann
Juliana Marko
Shauna Mason
Andrea Matchullis
Gerald Matthews
Pat McBride
Daina McCowan
Karin McLellan
Heather McCormick
Ron Measures
Amethyst Megaffin

Andrew Menzies
Astrid Menzies
Keyana Menzies
Joan Miles
Cristina Moldoveanu 
Constantinescu
Shanna Moore
Catherine Munoz
Ruth Murchison
Rebecca Myers
Desiree Nault
Sara Niinimaa
Trista Orpen
Kristen  Perry
Penny Peters
Krista Platsko
Terra Plum
Diana Radcliffe
Helen Rempel
Cara Ritchie
Marilyn J Robinson
Christine Rollick
Gena Rotstein
Kathleen Saso
Cory Schadt

AlvinSchur
Lucy Sharpe
Jessica Shiu
Jasmine Smart
Masani StRose
Dorothy Stang
Cindy Storozinski
Alicia Templeton
Kam Thind
Nicole Tufts
Jennifer Uhl
Candice Vallantin
Krista Van der neut
Mardell Van Nieuvenhuyse
Jasmin Wagar
Sharon Walker
Deanne Walsh
Claudine Watt
Corinne Watt
Janet Waye
Heather Weaver
Astrid Wolf
Talsa Yates
Kumiko Yokoyama

VOLUNTEERS
2008/09

Remount and tour of wowandflutter, Kimberley Cooper’s amazing show from 2008 that took the audience on 
an epic groove-laden ride through an otherworldly realm that spanned from outer space to the bottom of the 
ocean. The show is choreographed to the intense, rhythmic music of internationally renowned musician Amon 
Tobin with video components by Alberta video artist David Hoffos. The remount will have the same vibe as 
the original 2008 production but will be reworked to a leaner and meaner 75-minute one-act piece. Calgary 
audiences get the first glimpse at The GRAND on October 3 & 4 before it embarks on a cross-Canada tour. 

Calgary audiences love Tap and from March 19 - 28 we are thrilled to welcome back Josh Hilberman as a 
special guest with our company for a live  music show dedicated to this highly percussive dance form. From the  
sophisticated style of old-time hoofers to its recent revival celebrated by movies such as Happy Feet, Tap Dance is as  
alive today as it was in its heyday. Get your tickets and shim sham shimmy down to The GRAND for a night  
of rhythmic rapture.

Next June, DJD returns to the Max Bell Theatre for a live music show that pays homage to the Age of the Silver 
Screen. Resident Choreographer Kimberley Cooper takes her inspiration from a time that was rich in history, 
change, music, dance, art, and ideas - referred to as The Jazz Age - and explores the look, feel and style of the 
silent film. This production (title TBA) runs in early June 2010.

2009-2010 SEASON

OC


TO
B

ER
M

A
RCH


JU

N
E

t
w

ent



y

f
iv

e

1 7

for intermediate – advanced  

             dancers & educators 

ImmersionJazz 
0̀9

Summer Intensive

    July 19 – 25, 2009

Calgary, Alberta, Canada
t: 403-245-3533  
www.decidedlyjazz.com

Artist in Schools Residency Program 
 DJD visited 14 schools this season to 
teach an intensive series of workshops 
introducing students to the spirit, 
life and history of jazz dance. 

Children’s Bursary Fund 
Community support has enabled DJD to off er 
subsidized dance classes to hundreds of 
children from low-income families since 1997. 

Dance Company in Residence 
at Connaught Community School 
Since 1994, DJD company members have 
visited this inner-city E.S.L. school to teach 
jazz dance to the student body. 

“Live and in Sync” School Tour 
 This season, 5,880 elementary students 
enjoyed this fun interactive show about 
the history of jazz and DJD’s Professional 
Training Program students gain invaluable 
performance experience.  

Professional Training Program
DJD’s daytime program provides advanced 
training for emerging dance professionals 
from across Canada who are passionate about 
jazz and interested in a career in the fi eld.

Decidedly Jazz Artistic Development Fund 
 DJD is one of the only dance companies in 
North America that funds a portion of its 
dancers’ professional development costs.

in

Arts in Education 
Programs – 2008/2009
Transforming Lives…
One Student at a Time
DJD is deeply committed to sharing 
our love of jazz music and dance 
with schools and providing top
quality instruction in a fun and 
energetic atmosphere.

Bring the spirit and energy of 
Decidedly Jazz Danceworks to your school. 

Please contact Joanne Baker at: 
t: 403-616-9640  e: jobaker@decidedlyjazz.com

CIBC World Markets 
Children’s Foundation

A N D

Chip & Barb Burgess
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The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in  
supporting the vibrant spirit and artistic excellence  

of Decidedly Jazz Danceworks.

Proud Sponsor of the Jazz Roots ClubPhotos by Sara Niinimaa.

To join or for more information, please call Kathi Sundstrom at 403-228-8178

Jazz Roots Club Donors
  

# 1 Rhythm Club  
($10,000 +)
Scott Inglis &  
	 Nancy Olsen
Allan Markin

Big Easies  
($5,000-9,999)
Andrea Brussa
Chip & Barb Burgess
Jason Cormack & 
	 Jamie Freeman 		
	C ormack
Anne Hawthorne-		
	 McPherson
C.A. Siebens
Harold & Marilyn
	 Milavsky Fund 	
	 at The Calgary 		
	F oundation

Blue Notes  
($2,500-4,999)
Will Burton
Jim & Patricia
	 Davidson
Martin Molyneaux &
	 Deborah Yedlin
The Kahanoff
	F oundation
Ella Stuart
Dawn Tinling & 
	 Dave Poulton
van Staalduinen
	F amily

Rug Cutters  
($1,000-2,499)
Athena Resources Ltd.
Canaccord Capital	
	C orporation
Linda Crossley/
	V illage Cantina &
	C lub Paradiso
Nancy Diep
Judith Dwarkin
Ernst & Young
Frampton Production
	G roup
Nancy & Bill Hay
	F amily Fund at The
	C algary Foundation
Sally Healy
Greg & Donna Horton
In Memory of 
	 Shane McMullen
Kanovsky Family
	F oundation
Michael Kaumeyer
Mary A. Tidlund
	C haritable
	F oundation
Barry McKinnon
Geri & Alan Moon
Nathanail Captioning
Alex Osten
Osten-Victor
	F und at The 		
	C algary
	F oundation
Mary Rozsa de Coquet
Howard Sangwine &
	C hris Patton
Kathi Sundstrom
Margaret & Glenn
	 Sundstrom
Paula Tyler
Peter & Carol Ann
	W illiams
Jan Wittig

Cake Walkers  
($500-999)
Anonymous
Vicki Adams Willis
Catherine Bagnell
	 Styles & Barry
	 Styles
Pamela Bayne
Ted Busheikin &
	C atherine Ford
Cheryl Cohen
Dr. Martha Cohen
Jan Damery
Lori Dunsmore Smith
	 & Neil Smith
Jane Ebbern &  
	K evin Johnston
Finn – Fraser Family
Rob Fooks
Peter Gammell
Bradley Gilmour &
	 Jane Allinson
	G ilmour
Larissa & Paul Groch
Homestart Realty
J.P. Lavigne
Peter & Jeanne
	L ougheed
Bird Mack
Brenda Mackie
Tim K. Mah
Karen Mark
Kerri & Michael
	 McGovern
Gayle McPhee
Claudia Moore & 
	 Mike Jensen
Pat & Sherrold Moore
Jim Morkin
Rowland Nichol
Tracie & Todd Noble
Gail O’Reilly
Jock & Diana Osler
Pamela Pickersgill
Primrose Drilling
	V entures
Jim Rea
Reimer Family
Sharon Richardson
Susan Ruf
Jane & Steve Savidant
Shep Secter & Marina
	 Paperny
Jean Simpson
Carol D. Stewart
Daphne Taras
Rea Tarvydas
Susan Tyrrell &  
	 Brian Mills
Maurice Yacowar & 		
	A nne Petrie
	Y acowar
Tamar Zenith/
	 Newzones Gallery
	 of Contemporary 		
	A rt

Matching Gift 
Companies
EnCana
Shaw Communications
	I nc.
TELUS Communications
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Reflects gifts received  
Jan 1, 08 – May 19, 09.  
To change your listing,  
please contact  
Kathi Sundstrom at 
(403) 228-8178

Patrons in the Jazz Roots Club have a direct relationship with DJD’s artists  
and are vital contributors to bring original jazz works to life, and to the lives  

of others. Enjoy unique behind-the-scenes experiences while directly  
contributing to DJD’s legacy of jazz dance in Calgary and beyond. 

From Left: Board President Catherine Bagnell 
Styles and Barry Styles with DJD dancers 
Deanne Walsh and Danielle Wensley

From left: Joy Thomas, David Harvey  
and Board Director Sharma Christie

From left: Dawn Tinling, DJD’s Resident 
Choreographer Kimberley Cooper  
and Dave Poulton

From left: Mary Rozsa de Coquet  
and Mary Benning
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Our Bold 
 Birthday Wish: 
To welcome 25 new Jazz Roots Club 
donors to celebrate our 25th Anniversary. 
We invite you to become one of our  25 for 25. 
The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting DJD’s vibrant spirit and artistic 

excellence. Your generosity will enable DJD to keep producing invigorating, affordable 

evenings of dance and music, offer educational programs reaching thousands of school 

children every year and remain a vibrant leader in Calgary’s arts community.

Pamela Bayne

Cheryl Cohen

Nancy Diep

Catherine Ford  
    & Ted Busheikin

Frampton Production Group

Homestart Realty

Bird Mack

Brenda Mackie

Kerri & Michael McGovern

Jim Morkin

Jock & Diana Osler

Jim Rea

Mary Rozsa de Coquet

Paula Tyler

Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills

To become one of our “25 for 25” or for more information, please contact Kathi Sundstrom at 403-228-8178

Enthusiastic thanks to our 15 new Jazz Roots donors this season:



The DJD School is sponsored in part by:

Adults • Teens • Children 
Beginner to advanced •  All ages • Weekdays & Saturdays

Jazz • West African • Funk • Hip Hop • Tap • Ballet 
Breakin’ • Bollywood • Drumming • Modern • Moms & Tots 

1514 - 4th Street SW, Calgary, Alberta, Canada  T2R 0Y4   www.decidedlyjazz.com

S p R i n g/S u m m eR /C A m p  20 09 

Upcoming  
school programs:
Spring Session: May 19 – June 29
Summer Day Camps: July & August
July Session: July 6 - 30
NEW! August Session: August 5 – 26Call to Register: 403-245-3533

Registration On Now!

FOUR SETTINGS,  ONE PHILOSOPHY

c i la nt ro

c r m r.co m
410.5555229.1177 225.3939 244.8400
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The Calgary Herald is committed to supporting the arts in Calgary. A vibrant 
arts community enriches lives, expands horizons, promotes learning and 
improves quality of living. Our arts and culture community places Calgary on 
the world’s stage and inspires our city to grow and flourish.
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congratulates DJD on 25 years of 

making hearts soar and feet tap. 

Dance on forever!

Britannia Plaza 
Elbow Drive & 49th Ave SW

www.paceys.ca

apartyinbenefitofdecidedlyjazzdanceworks

see you next year at:

saturday March 6, 2010

dress to dance. no experience necessary.

Yoga 
Passage
Summer Special:

More than 40 classes  
weekly:

Hot Yoga

Hatha

Restorative

Ashtanga

Yoga Flow

Visit us online at www.yogapassage.ca  
or call 403-277-3058

Yoga Passage | 524 11 Ave SW

Vinyasa

$120/12 weeks unlimited

In the splendor of the historic Dominion 
Bank building, Teatro Restaurant has 
been the pillar of Calgary’s downtown 
dining scene for over 16 years. Featuring 
fresh market Italian cuisine, Calgary’s 
only European Rotisserie and an award 
winning wine list of over 900 labels, 
Teatro is a restaurant unlike any other.Teatro is a restaurant unlike any other.

Lunch
Monday - Friday
11:30am to 2pm

Antipasti &   
     Cocktails
Monday - Friday 
2pm to 5pm2pm to 5pm

Dinner
Monday - Sunday 
from 5pm

Olympic Plaza
200 8 Avenue se

calgary

www.teatro.ca
403.290.1012Ristorante Enoteca

Happy 25th DJD!

We are so happy to help cel-
ebrate this landmark occasion 
with our interpretations of how 
much influence jazz dance and 
music and especially DJD has 
had on our creative endeavors 
as visual artists. Trying to keep 
alive the sights and sounds – 
those fluid moments in time that 
won’t stand still, except in our 
minds and our hearts – is a tan-
talizing challenge! 

Come and let the experience of 
seeing and hearing the remark-
able stage performance pro-
duced by DJD, past and pres-
ent, linger with you a little longer 
through our paintings displayed 
throughout the theatre lobbies.

Congrats to the most  
remarkable Decidedly Jazz 

Danceworks Company,
Sharon Karst, Christine Mitchell 

and Paul Van Ginkel

VISIT The Lobby
ArT Show And SALe
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# 1 Rhythm Club
The first of many jazz 
appreciation societies 
founded in 1933
Calgary Herald
Heavens Fitness

Big Easies
“The Big Easy” is the 
nickname for New Orleans, 
the birthplace of jazz
Canadian Rocky Mountain 	
	 Resorts
Barry Styles
Hotel Arts

Blue Notes
The flattened notes 
fundamental to blues-
orientated jazz & the name 
of a famous record label
Jane Gauthier
Jarvis Hall Fine Frames
Neil Smith & Lori Dunsmore 	
	 Smith
Tank Design
Van Ginkel Visuals

Rug Cutters
The term describing a great 
swing dancer, the most 
popular dance style in the 
1920’s, 30’s and 40’s
Authentic Wines & Spirits
Rob Fooks
Foothills Health Consultants
Fuller Edge Photography
Island Lake Lodge
Sharon Karst
Macleod Dixon LLP
McLeod & Company LLP
Karen Mark
Tracie & Todd Noble
Teatro
Sharon Lynn Williams
Jan Wittig
Yoga Passage

Cake Walkers
The cake walk was a high-
strutting competitive dance 
originated by plantation 
slaves (the best dancers  
won a cake)
Alberta Ballet
Art Gallery of Calgary
Beam Global Canada Inc.
Blink Restaurant
Jim Brown
Carriage House Inn
Sharma Christie
Cookbook Co. Cooks 	
	C atering Ltd.
Cornerstone Technologies
Eclipse Furniture Resource 	
	G roup Inc.
Element Integrated 		
	W orkplace Solutions
Fashionista Social Club
Grady Wine Marketing
Carol Green
Holt Renfrew
Johnson & Associates 	
	I nterior Design
Karen Richter Fine Art
Kensington Wine Market
Sheila Kernan
Lizard Creek Lodge
MacPherson Leslie & 	
	 Tyerman LLP Lawyers 
Matrix Hotel
Mill Woods Golf Club
Mise En Place
Shona Rae
River Cafe
Shaw Communications Inc.
Michael Stern
Thomas Jeffery Men’s Wear
Trends

Lindy Hoppers
The couples who improvise 
the heart-stopping dance 
that marked the height of 
the swing era
Luma Bellisan
C-Jazz, The Calgary Jazz 	
	 Society
Calgary Flames 		
	A mbassadors
Calgary Marriott Hotel
Calgary Pilates Centre
Catch Restaurant &  
	O yster Bar
City of Calgary Fire 		
	 Department
Ellipses Design 
ESQUE Designs
Evolique Designs Inc.
Garden In Mind Inc.
Golden Graphs 		
	 Photography
Innovative Health Group
Janice Beaton Fine Cheese
Jerome Hair Salon
Laurier Lounge
Le Chapeau Rouge Millinery
Mud River Photography
Omega Laser Spa
Outdoor Lighting Company
Paul Lavoie Interior Design
Penny Lane Entertainment
PMA
Red Bloom
Rimrock Resort Hotel
Rush Restaurant
Saint Germain
Cameron Smigel
Solid Wood Works
Sportscar Coachworks Ltd.
The Calgary Fitness Table
The Calgary Zoo
The Event Group
Ticketmaster Canada Ltd.
Willow Park Wines & Spirits

Feetwarmers
The affectionate name 
for the band (or dancers) 
keeping the dance floor hot
Alberta Theatre Projects
Kristin Anderson
Arcus Developments
B&H Henna Services
Banff Adventures Unlimited
Bondar’s Fine Furniture
Boutik
Brava Bistro
Calaway Park
Calgary Opera Association
Calgary Philharmonic 	
	O rchestra
CaVa Bien Hair Studio & 	
	 Day Spa
Child at Heart Children’s 	
	 Store
Coco & Violet
Judith Dachowski, RMT
Danu Health Clinic
Dharma Studios
Expert Cleaning Services
Fifth Avenue Club
Folk Festival Society  
	 of Calgary
Hedkandi
Lisa Heinricks
Heritage Point Golf Club
Hotel of the Rockies
Icon Orthodontics
Illusions Photographic Inc.
Janet Horbacio 		
	 Photography
Theresa Lynn
Mango Shiva
Meridith Makeup
Metropolitan Grill
Murrieta’s
Optimum Effort 
 	H ealth Corp.
Pacey’s
Peaseblossoms
Photography by Tonya 	
	 Plonka
Pink or Blue Baby Boutique
Prophit Management Ltd.
Purple Orchid

Rubaiyat
Southcentre
Spagoes
Sara Stagg
Steeling Home
Margaret Sundstrom
The Living Room
Theatre Junction
Margot van Lindenburg
Vanity Boutique Spa
Verde Tea

Rhythm Section
The musicians who provide 
the rhythmic foundation of a 
jazz ensemble
BeautiControl 
Body Wisdom Theraputic 	
	 Massage
Britannia Pharmacy
Will Burton
EPCOR Centre for the 	
	 Performing Arts
Hip Hop Yoga
Alexandra Hunt
LunaLuna
Mealan Women’s Finery
Monkeyshines Children’s 	
	 Books
One Yellow Rabbit
Organickidz
Original Joe’s Kensington
Jo Reimer
Shearer Design
Sugar Plum Creations Ltd.
Kathi Sundstrom
Telus World of Science - 	
	C algary
Jennifer Uhl
Vertigo Theatre

# 1 Rhythm Club 
The first of many jazz 
appreciation societies 
founded in 1933
Alberta Foundation for
	 the Arts - AFA
Calgary Arts 		
	 Development
Canada Council for 		
	 the Arts
Canadian Heritage
Community 		
	I nitiatives Program
Community Spirit 		
	G rant Program
Enbridge Inc.
Gowling LaFleur 		
	H enderson LLP
Hopewell Residential 	
	C ommunities
Imperial Oil 		
	F oundation
Scott Inglis &  
	 Nancy Olsen
J.F. Mackie & 		
	C ompany Ltd.
Allan Markin
Nexen Inc.
RBC Foundation
Suncor Energy Inc. 
The Calgary 		
	F oundation
The Kahanoff 		
	F oundation

Big Easies 
“The Big Easy” is  
the nickname for  
New Orleans, the 
birthplace of jazz
Andrea Brussa
Chip & Barb Burgess *
Jason Cormack &  
	 Jamie Freeman 		
	C ormack
FirstEnergy Capital 		
	C orp.
Anne Hawthorne-		
	 McPherson
Newalta
PriceWaterhouse 		
	C oopers
Shaw Communications 
C.A. Siebens
Harold & Marilyn 	
	 Milavsky Fund 	
	 at The Calgary 		
	F oundation

The Council for 	
	 Business and the Arts

Blue Notes 
The flattened notes 
fundamental to blues-
orientated jazz & the 
name of a famous 
record label
Will Burton *
CIBC World Markets 	
	C hildren’s 
	F oundation *
Jim & Patricia 		
	 Davidson
Martin Molyneaux & 		
	 Deborah Yedlin
Ella Stuart
Dawn Tinling &  
	 Dave Poulton
van Staalduinen Family
Vintage Fund at The 		
	C algary Foundation

Rug Cutters 
The term describing a  
very good swing dancer, 
the most popular 
dance style in the 
1920’s, 30’s and 40’s  
Athena Resources Ltd.
Canaccord Capital 		
	C orporation
Linda Crossley/ 		
	V illage Cantina & 		
	C lub Paradiso
Nancy Diep
Judith Dwarkin 
Ernst & Young LLP
Frampton Production 	
	G roup
Harry & Martha  
	C ohen Foundation *
Sally Healy 
Greg & Donna Horton
In Memory of  
	 Shane McMullen
Kanovsky Family 		
	F oundation
Michael Kaumeyer
Mary A. Tidlund 
	C haritable 		
	F oundation *
Barry McKinnon
Geri & Alan Moon
Nancy & Bill Hay 		
	F amily Fund at  
	 The Calgary 		
	F oundation 

Nathanail Captioning
Alex Osten
Osten-Victor 		
	F und at The Calgary 	
	F oundation 
Mary Rozsa de Coquet
Howard Sangwine & 		
	C hris Patton
Kathi Sundstrom 
Paula Tyler
Margaret & Glenn 		
	 Sundstrom 
Peter & Carol Ann 		
	W illiams
Jan Wittig

Cake Walkers 
The cake walk was 
a high-strutting 
competitive dance 
originated by 
plantation slaves  
(the best dancers  
won a cake)
Anonymous 
Vicki Adams Willis
Catherine Bagnell 	
	 Styles & Barry 		
	 Styles
Pamela Bayne
Cheryl Cohen
Dr. Martha Cohen
Jan Damery
Virginia Dobson *
Lori Dunsmore Smith 	
	 & Neil Smith
Jane Ebbern &  
	K evin Johnston
Finn – Fraser Family
Rob Fooks
Catherine Ford &  
	 Ted Busheikin
Peter Gammell
Bradley Gilmour & 	
	 Jane Allinson Gilmour
Larissa & Paul Groch
Homestart Realty
J.P. Lavigne
Peter & Jeanne 		
	L ougheed
Bird Mack
Brenda Mackie
Tim K. Mah
Karen Mark

Kerri & Michael 		
	 McGovern
Gayle McPhee
Claudia Moore &  
	 Mike Jensen
Pat & Sherrold Moore
Jim Morkin
Rowland Nichol
Tracie & Todd Noble
Gail O’Reilly
Jock & Diana Osler
Pamela Pickersgill
Susan Tyrrell &  
	 Brian Mills
Primrose Drilling 		
	V entures 
Jim Rea
Reimer Family
Sharon Richardson
Susn Ruf
Jane & Steve Savidant
Shep Secter &  
	 Marina Paperny
Jean Simpson
Judith Sparkes & 		
	G lenn Jelinski
Carol D. Stewart
Daphne Taras
Rea Tarvydas
Maurice Yacowar &  
	A nne Petrie 
Tamar Zenith/ 
Newzones Gallery of 		
	C ontemporary Art

Lindy Hoppers
The couples who 
improvise the heart-
stopping dance that 
marked the height of 
the swing era
3 Anonymous 
Sandra L. Adams & 		
	L eonard L. Frantz
Susan Bennett *
Chella & JZ 
Paul & Maria Figueroa
Anne Flynn
Kurian Jacob
Elaine Kinney
Sylviane Lippert, 
	 Doug Proll &
	 Randi Lippert
Brian Mahoney
Anne Stone Johnson
Keltie Stowkowy
Gordon Tait

Dr. Elu Thompson
Julie Watkins
Candy Watson *
Michael Wensley

Feetwarmers
The affectionate 
name for the band (or 
dancers) keeping the 
dance floor hot
6 Anonymous 
Arlene H. Henry  
	L aw Corp.
Susan Armstrong
Barbara R. Beaton
Beverly Berkhold
Judith Dachowski
Nancy Desai
Joan Dods
Lynette Featherstone
Sandra Folkins *
David & Beverley Foy
Beverly Fujino
Glenfinnan Consulting
Sharon Hanwell
Glenda Kowlessar
Michelle Kromplak *
Naomi Lacey
Alison Laycraft
Harold &  
	 Elaine Lemieux
Martha Macdonnell
Sylvia Madder
Ann Mallory
Ann McCaig
Mary McDonald
Kay McDowell
Vivian McKercher
Sheila Navrady
Barbara Nowinska
Dianne Parkinson-		
	 McCabe
John & Johanna 		
	 Peltier
Valerie Seaman
Tamara Shawa
Christina Siauw
Allan & Pam Twa
Shirley Watson
Kelly Whelan
Jody Wood &  
	 Quentin Pittman

Rhythm Section
The musicians who 
provide the rhythmic 
foundation  
of a jazz ensemble
8 Anonymous

Gloria Dalton 
Kathy Davies *
Eleonora Drakou
Pam Fawcett
Nick Finn &  
	H eidi Schroter
Gilles Fournier
Dorothy Freeman
Maria Gatti
Karen Harper
Kirk Holloway
Amy Hosking *
In Honour of
	C atherine  
	 Bagnell Styles
In Honour of  
	 Nikki Haney *
In Line Orthodontics
Corine Jansonius
Kerri Johansen
Elaine Lehto
Mitch & Marianne 		
	 Makowsky
Michelle Malmberg
Angela MacArthur
Gwyneth Meyers
Diane Murray *
Leslie Myers *
Doreen Sandercock
Mairi Serpas
Aileen Shier
Lisa Silver
Susan Webb
Lee Wertzler

Matching Gift 		
Companies 
Apache Canada Ltd.
EnCana Cares 		
	F oundation
Murphy Oil  
	C ompany Ltd.
Shaw Communications
Telus Communications
TransCanada Pipeline

In Kind Donations 
A Round of Applause

Cash Donations 
Take a Bow

Countless thanks to the following supporters who contributed items and services in-kind to DJD and to  

our recent special events – twentyfive Gala (June 4 , 2009) and possessed: All Funked Up party (March 14 , 2009).  

Special thanks also to the consulting professionals listed on page 9 who generously donate their  

time and talents to DJD. We encourage you to support those who support us.

Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts  

directly enrich DJD’s ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form. Please also join us in a round 

of applause to everyone who supported DJD by attending our twentyfive Gala (June 4 , 2009), possessed:  

All Funked Up party (March 14 , 2009) and 17th Annual Dance Class Marathon (October 19, 2008). 

* �Send a Kid to  
Camp Supporter

This list reflects donations 
received January 1, 2008 
– May 19, 2009. Please 
call us at 403-245-3533 
to make your gift or to 
advise us of any changes/
omissions so we may 
correct our records.  
Thank you!

To the best of our 
knowledge, this list reflects 
donations received from 
May 1, 2008 – May 6, 2009.  
Please call us at 403-245-
3533 to advise us of any 
changes/omissions so we 
may correct our records. 
Thank you !



RUBAIYAT
722 - 17TH AVENUE SW • 403-228-7192
WWW.RUBAIYATCALGARY.COM

722 17TH AVENUE SW, CALGARY, CANADA, T2S OB7
403.228.7192   |  WWW.RUBAIYATCALGARY.COM  

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 5:30PM

Rubaiyat Stained Glass Studio and Warehouse now open.  
Monday to Saturday 10:30am - 5:00 pm

1913 10th Avenue SW  |  403.228.6549

OUTDOORS


