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Our answer is Yes.
We’re all part of something 
bigger. As individuals, 
communities and businesses, 
we all strive to consider 
society’s well-being. So are 
there better ways to ensure 
that our communities are 
sustainable through the value 
of our natural resources?

We’re Canada’s largest 
energy company. Come and 
see how we’re supporting 
small communities, big cities 
and our country, as we take 
on the essential questions 
around energy in the world 
we share.

Come and see 
whatyescando.com

Can we be community 
minded and business 
focused?

The power of the art form Decidedly 
Jazz Danceworks showcases is an 
inspiration. It’s why Direct Energy 
Business is proud to be a sponsor 
of this year’s performance and the 
energy it brings to all of us.

For additional energy information, please contact:
Velda Decker, Business Development Manager

403.776.2365  |  Velda.Decker@directenergy.com
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WE KNEW 

EVERYTHING 
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It all feels like a dream. The magic of this time in 
DJD’s history is truly surreal; we have always said we 
were changing the cultural landscape of Calgary 
but seriously…

Now we get to be artists in this palace. The DJD 
Dance Centre is our new universe and we are just 
getting to know it. Thank you for joining us, helping 
us warm up our new home. We hope you like it and 
want to add to it with your energy.

This piece is called New Universe. 

I never liked bugs, but they seemed to like me. I get 
five mosquito bites for every one of yours. My mother 
always said we had sweet blood. Spiders, ants, 
roaches — when I’m somewhere they are, they always 
come to, well, bug me. Then I met a praying mantis.

It was the most beautiful bug I’d ever seen. It was night, 
in a small town in northeastern Brazil two years ago. It 
flew like a fairy and it fascinated me, so much in fact, 
that I wanted to touch it, which I never want to do. It 
let me pet its back and hung around for a long time, 
posing for photos, eating other bugs. It changed things 
for me. I started to imagine the universe it lived in.

Then I met William Parker. I have been a fan of his 
music for many years and by some miracle that 
I still don’t understand, he was interested in this 
project. He is a brilliant artist and person, it’s an 
extraordinary honour to have this chance to create 
this piece with him. William believes so deeply in the 
power of art and that comes through in all that he 
does. He has created such a rich soundscape, that 
has been a pleasure to create to, but I must admit, I 
wish I were dancing, I am jealous of those on stage.

This piece is part nature show, part Disney’s Fantasia, 
part comment on society, part Hieronymus Bosch 
painting. Insects, and imaginings of their giant/
little worlds inspire the movement and ideas. I can’t 
decide if it is anthropomorphism or entomomorphism, 
I think it’s a bit of both.

I’d like to give a special thanks to all of the people 
who have worked so hard to make all of this 
possible, especially Kathi Sundstrom who has lead 
this leap so fiercely, and Cameron Clowe who is 
pretty much a superhero. William is right; art can 
heal, change lives and build a one of a kind jazz 
dance centre in a city known for its rodeo.

Finally, I’d like to express my utmost gratitude to Sarisa 
F. de Toledo who is moving on to the next chapter in 
her life. Sarisa has been part of DJD since 1994 and in 
that time has worn many hats exceptionally. She has 
brought so much joy and inspiration to all of us. Sarisa 
was one of my favourite people to dance with, a muse 
to my choreography, essential as Artistic Associate, 
and one of my dearest friends. I will miss her greatly 
but wish her all the happiness in the world.

Welcome to New Universe.

It's happened. We’re here. 

Who would ever have thought that the only 
facility in our vast country dedicated to the art 
of jazz dance and music would be in Calgary. 
Wow! That says something about our great city. 

Our beautiful new home will be a beacon for 
our community, shining a light for all to see, and 
shouting an invitation to everyone interested 
in dance and movement. Whether you are 
taking a class yourself, or bringing your children 
to a summer dance camp, or experiencing a 
performance in our new 230-seat theatre, you 
are always welcome here.

There are so many people to thank. With great 
appreciation, we acknowledge the support 
of all three levels of government who believed 
in the vision of this centre and contributed 
funding: the City of Calgary, the Province of 
Alberta, and the Government of Canada. 
We thank the Suncor Energy Foundation 
for seeing the value of having a gathering 
space on the ground level of the building 
and supporting the Community Living 
Room. We thank the Calgary Foundation 
and the Kahanoff Centre for Charitable 
Activities (KCCA) for their ongoing support. 
And we thank the many individual donors 
who supported our campaign either by 
making a donation, by naming a seat, or 
by purchasing tickets to one of our Gala 
fundraising performances. One final and 
special acknowledgement of the architects of 
this stunning facility, DIALOG, and in particular 
to Janice Liebe, Principal Architect on this 
project. We cannot thank you enough.

In addition to the extraordinary support we 
received for our capital campaign, we also 
wish to thank our ongoing funders, sponsors, 
and donors including the Canada Council 
for the Arts, Alberta Foundation for the Arts, 
Calgary Arts Development, and hundreds 
of individual and corporate donors who are 
listed elsewhere in this program. Special 
thanks goes to the production sponsors of 
New Universe, Suncor and Direct Energy, 
and to our media sponsor Global TV. And, 
of course, we thank all of our volunteers 
including our Board of Directors, and all of you 
for being here at this performance.

This has been a long time coming, but now that 
we’re here, it feels like everything up to this point 
happened in the blink of an eye. We have truly 
danced into a new chapter in our history and 
there’s a big, shiny future ahead of us. 

Here’s to our new universe and the possibilities 
that abound. 

MESSAGE  
FROM THE  
ARTISTIC  
DIRECTOR, 
KIMBERLEY COOPER

MESSAGE  
FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR, 
KATHI SUNDSTROM
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BIOGRAPHIES
KIMBERLEY COOPER ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kimberley Cooper has been dancing and creating dance for most of her life. 
She joined DJD as an apprentice in 1989 and was Artistic Associate/Resident 
Choreographer from 2001 until June 2013 when she was appointed Artistic 
Director. In 2002, she was named Emerging Artist of the year by Alberta Dance 
Alliance. Since 2002 Cooper has created thirteen full-length works on DJD, 
two of them enjoyed major Canadian tours (¡BULLA! 2005, in collaboration 
with DJD co-founder Hannah Stilwell and wowandflutter, 2009). Cooper also 
dances and choreographs independently and has performed, studied and 
or taught in Canada, the USA, Spain, Japan, the Turks and Caicos Islands, 
Cuba and Brazil. Her independent choreography has been presented by One 

Yellow Rabbit, The University of Calgary, Dancers’ Studio West, Theatre Calgary, Springboard 
Dance, Ghost River Theatre, Alberta Dance Alliance (Edmonton AB), Dances for small 
Stages (Vancouver BC) and SUNY Potsdam (NY, USA). Cooper has created two short films for 
BravoFACT! and appeared in several others. She was Artist In Residence at the Calgary Tower 
as part of Calgary 2012. In 2014 she was awarded Dance Victoria’s Chrystal Dance Prize for 
research and development in Brazil. Cooper is endlessly inspired by the spirit of jazz, an art 
form born out of a culture where dance and music are madly in love, hungry to evolve and 
greatly influenced by what’s happening in the moment.

WILLIAM PARKER MUSICAL DIRECTOR, BASS, DONSON NGONI 
(HUNTER’S GUITAR FROM MALI), AQUAPONIC HANDMADE BY JACKSON KRALL, 
SHAKUHACHI (BAMBOO FLUTE FROM JAPAN), SLIT DRUM, THUNDER DRUM AND 
THUMB PIANO

William Parker was born and raised in the Bronx, and has resided in the Lower 
East Side since 1975. Renowned as a composer, improviser, and bassist, Parker  
is also an educator and author. During his prolific career, Parker has recorded 
over 150 albums, had countless celebrated stage appearances, and helped 
shaped the jazz scene for both his peers and youth. In 2013, Parker received  
the Doris Duke Performing Artist Award, recognizing his influence and impact  
on the creative jazz scene over the last 40 years. William Parker entered 
the music scene in 1971, playing at Studio We, Studio Rivbea, Hilly’s on The 
Bowery, the Salt and Pepper club and The Baby Grand, and quickly became 
a sought after bass player in the New York music scene. He has played with 

many musicians from the avant-garde such as, Bill Dixon, Sunny Murray, Charles Tyler, Billy 
Higgins, Charles Brackeen, Alan Silva, Frank Wright, Frank Lowe, Rashid Ali, Donald Ayler, Sonny 
Simmons, Jeanne Lee, Gunter Hampel, Karl Berger, Dave Burrell, Don Cherry, Cecil Taylor, 
Jimmy Lyons, and Milford Graves, and with traditionalists like Walter Bishop Sr. and Maxine 
Sullivan. William would like to thank Kimberley Cooper for bringing him in on this wonderful 
project and all the dancers and musicians for their dedication and creativity.
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SABRINA COMANESCU UNDERSTUDY 
Sabrina Comanescu is a dynamic member of the Calgary Dance Community 
especially in the urban and Caribbean dance scenes through her work as instructor, 
performer and choreographer. Sabrina has performed with House of Dangerkat, The 
Bad Girls Club YYC, ILLFX Entertainment, Nordic Moves, Hedley, Diplo, Kingdom, Cherie 
Lily, Umi Marcano and Da’ville. She has also had the opportunity to train and perform 
in Trinidad and Tobago, Finland, New York City and Romania on several occasions. 
Sabrina is a graduate of DJD’s Professional Training Program and her choreography has 
been presented by MPACT: Something to Say, Tania & Vish Entertainment: ONE Colors of 
World Dance, Diversity Performing Arts Club of Calgary, Pulse Studios, Carifest Calgary, 

Cariwest Edmonton, Global Fest, North Vancouver’s Caribbean Days Festival and the University of 
Calgary’s 45th Dance Montage. Sabrina is thrilled to be understudying this season.

JULIA COSENTINO APPRENTICE
Originally from Toronto, Julia received her BFA Honors Degree in Dance from York 
University in 2012. Since graduating, Julia has had the pleasure of training, collaborating, 
and performing with companies such as Jasmyn Fyffe Dance, Rock Bottom Movement, 
Frog In Hand, Newton Moraes Dance Theatre, ProArteDanza, Hit and Run Dance 
Productions, Lady Luck Productions, and emiMOTION. Julia is a founding member of 
The Garage, a Toronto dance collective established in 2013 to provide emerging artists 
with the opportunity to share, learn, research and develop different skills and ideas. She 
has appeared on three seasons of the TV series Reign, and is a certified instructor of the 
Extension Method. Most recently, she performed in The Alberta Dance Festival in a work 

created by Rodney Diverlus, and in the Fluid Festival with DJD. This is Julia’s inaugural season with DJD, 
and she is grateful to be a part of such a talented, intelligent and eclectic group of artists.

RODNEY DIVERLUS DANCER
Born in Haiti and hailing from Toronto, Rodney is a multidisciplinary performer, 
choreographer, writer, and curator. A recent graduate of Ryerson University’s 
Performance Dance program, Rodney has worked with KasheDance, IFT/Obsidian 
Theatre, ReActive Dance Theatre, Wind in Leaves Collective, and with choreographers: 
Marie-Josee Chartier, Arsenio Andrade, Kenny Pearl, Vicki St. Denys, David Earle, Mindy 
Cooper, Patti Wilcox, amongst others. Selected performance credits include Chad in 
the Canadian premiere of High School Musical Two, the Des MacNuff Tribute show, 
Dance Ontario Weekend and for the 2015 Pan American Games Closing Ceremonies. 
As a choreographer, Rodney has created three self-produced shows, and has 

choreographed for Toronto’s 60x60 Festival, Footsteps Across Canada Festival, New Voices Festival, 
Cadence Ballet Company, Fashion Arts Toronto, Fresh Blood Festival, Toronto Pride Week, the Annual 
Alberta Dance Festival, and various residencies. 

SARISA F. DE TOLEDO ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE
Sarisa began her formal dance training in classical ballet at the age of seven and 
graduated from the Edmonton School of Ballet’s Professional Program in 1993. Hired 
into the DJD company in the fall of 1994, she performed in over 30 of their productions 
between 1994 and 2012. Her passion for jazz dance and music has taken her around 
the world, studying jazz and many of its root forms. Apart from dancing with DJD, 
she performed with various choreographers, companies and directors including 
Theatre of the Living Statue, Sage Theatre and One Yellow Rabbit as well as in two 
independent Bravo!FACT films. She has taught and choreographed extensively for 
schools and companies including Western Canada High School, Victoria School of 

the Arts (Edmonton), Theatre Calgary, the University of Calgary, Orchesis (Edmonton) and La Bella 
Vita Arts (Vada, Italy). Sarisa was Artistic Assistant for DJD from 2007-2013, Artistic Director for several 
of DJD’s dancer-choreographed evenings and its main stage production, Tinge and Tone, and is 
currently Artistic Associate. After 22 years with DJD, this marks Sarisa’s last season with the company. 
She would like to thank Vicki, Kim, Hannah, Michèle, Jo, Lonnie and all DJDers past and present for 
this amazing journey. 

3



BIOGRAPHIES
NICK FRASER DRUMS, PERCUSSION

Nick Fraser has been an active and engaging presence in the Toronto new jazz and 
improvised music community for over 20 years. He has performed with a veritable “who’s 
who” of Canadian jazz and improvised music and with such international artists as Tony 
Malaby, Donny McCaslin, Marilyn Crispell, Anthony Braxton and David Binney. Nick’s 
recorded works as a leader include Owls in Daylight (1997) and Nick Fraser and Justin 
Haynes are faking it (2004), Towns and Villages (2013), Too Many Continents (2015) and 
Starer (2016). For 10 years, he co-led the group Drumheller, who released four critically 
acclaimed recordings. Other projects that occupy him regularly are Peripheral Vision, 
Eucalyptus, Titanium Riot, Ugly Beauties (with Marilyn Lerner and Matt Brubeck), and the 

Lina Allemano Four. Nick has performed on over 70 commercially released recordings. 

AUDREY GAUSSIRAN DANCER
Audrey, a Montreal native, is passionate about dance in all of its forms. She studied 
at the Conservatoire de danse de Montréal and has traveled to Brazil, Cuba, New 
York and Spain to pursue her craft. Some of her professional experiences include: the 
musical Sherazade (Canada & France), Best of Broadway (Canada, USA & Egypt), La 
Traviata (Ottawa) and the Montreal Jazz Festival. She has won competitions in both 
Bellydance (Germany, 2011) and Salsa (Montreal, 2005). In 2009, she created her own 
lady styling salsa troupe, Audrey’s Angels, which has enjoyed instant success. As a 
choreographer, she loves the fusion of distinct dance styles and has quickly become 
an innovator in the Latin dance scene of Montreal. Currently looking for new ways 

to express herself artistically, she presented Le 2e Sexe, a contemporary work, as part of the 2014 
Montreal Fringe Festival. Audrey is currently working on the short film project, Moving Portraits, as well 
as a solo piece entitled, Tordu et Cornu.

JEREMY GIGNOUX VIOLIN, VIOLA, STROH VIOLIN
Jeremy Gignoux grew up in France, where he learned classical violin and piano, 
while getting his first exposure to playing jazz, rock, Irish traditional music, organic 
improvisation and composition. After moving to Canada in 2011, first to Calgary 
and then to Montreal, he solidified his inclination towards jazz while also playing 
bluegrass/country, traditional American and Eastern European music. He also studied 
composition at the Université de Montréal. Drawn in by all these inspirations and 
learning, he has developed an original sound and technique, and loves to experiment 
beyond just music into the realms of dance, comedy and movement. His past projects 
have included U of C Jazz Band, The Bow River Buddies, Les Poissons Voyageurs, Tyler 

Lieb, and Lindex. Now back in Calgary, he plays along early blues and country anthologist Nathan M. 
Godfrey, psychedelic country band Liquor Mountain and is excited to be a part of DJD’s New Universe. 
Jeremy would like to thank Nelize, the little one on the way and Bellanuk.

CATHERINE HAYWARD DANCER
Hailing from Winnipeg, Catherine began dancing at the age of five. Her studies led her 
to Toronto’s Ryerson University where she graduated from the dance program, earning 
her B.F.A. with Honours. Since then Catherine has immersed herself in the Calgary 
community as a teacher, performer and choreographer. Catherine is a member of 
Dancers’ Studio West’s (DSW) Ensemble, a small organization that co-operates to fulfill 
opportunities for community development and offer support for DSW. Catherine will be 
presenting a new work in DSW’s Dance Action Lab in July 2016. Catherine and fellow 
company member Shayne Johnson have been working in collaboration on developing 
new work. Their most recent choreographic endeavour Polyhedron premiered at the 

Fluid Festival in October. They look forward to future projects together. Catherine returned for her fifth 
season with Alberta Dance Theatre this fall, working with the young dancers for their production, Tales 
of the Brothers Grimm. She enjoys her role teaching students in Calgary and continues to mentor 
teen dancers training in Jazz as part of DJD’s school programming. Catherine has been a dancer 
with the DJD company since the fall of 2007 and was Artistic Director for last season’s DJD dancer-
choreographed show Borderland.
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KAJA IRWIN APPRENTICE
Originally from Winnipeg, Kaja started her dance training at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet 
School. She continued her studies in DJD’s Professional Training Program and since 
then has been performing, choreographing and teaching in Calgary, Winnipeg 
and Toronto. In Calgary, Kaja worked with respected choreographers Michèle Moss, 
Deanne Walsh, Alison (Bryan) Stone and Jennifer Mahood. In Winnipeg, Kaja danced 
and choreographed with several collectives, Evolve Dance Company, Canvas Pulse 
Collective, Define Movement and Prairie Dancers while also training with NAfro Dance. 
While in Toronto, Kaja had the exciting opportunity to work with choreographers Sharon 
Harvey and Jenn Goodwin as well as choreographing her own pieces for 60x60 and 

Flesh Garden, a solo work originally performed in Ottawa and then remounted by invitation for a 
performance in Amsterdam. Kaja is very excited to be back in Calgary, this time as a member of the 
DJD Company. 

SHAYNE JOHNSON DANCER
Shayne began his dance training at age five and at the age of 12, launched his 
professional career as a guest tap dancer on the Super Dave Osborne TV show. 
Shayne went on to join the Canadian National Tap Team, became a member 
of the Grizzlies Extreme Dance Team for the NBA and was hired as a dancer and 
choreographer for Norwegian Cruise Lines. Since moving to Calgary in 2008, 
Shayne has been an active member of the Arts community. Shayne is a member of 
Dancers’ Studio West’s (DSW) Ensemble, a small organization that co-operates to 
fulfill opportunities for community development and offer support for DSW. Shayne will 
be presenting a new work in DSW’s Dance Action Lab in July 2016. Shayne recently 

premiered a new work Polyhedron at this year’s Fluid Festival with collaborator Catherine Hayward. In 
addition to focusing on choreography Shayne is an established tap teacher in the community and is 
currently on the faculty at the DJD Dance School. Shayne has been with the DJD Company since the 
spring of 2009.

NATASHA KORNEY DANCER
Natasha began pursuing dance at the age of 13, specifically in the styles of Hip-
Hop, Jazz, Modern, Contemporary and African Dance. As part of her training she 
spent two years as a pre-professional student at the DJD School, performing in their 
show Footprints. In 2010 she commenced a Bachelor of Arts degree in the Dance 
Program at the University of Calgary performing in Why Dance 3D, Mainstage and 
other productions. Natasha also sings and is an emcee for the local Afro-funk group 
Metamofo, and continues to explore her artistry in both dancing and singing. This is her 
fourth season with DJD.

BRIAN MACNEIL LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Brian has served as lighting designer and technical director for theatre and dance 
since attending Grant MacEwan College in the early 1980s, stemming involvement 
with premieres, touring, and commercial ventures. He is also a practitioner of scenic 
décor for film and television. Regular participation at Dancers’ Studio West has 
involved Alberta Dance Festival, Artists in Residence, Form Fusion, and M-Body. Stage 
productions for Theatre Encounter include Heart of Darkness, Waiting for Godot, 
Medea, The Glass Menagerie, and Caligula. Recently, Brian was in residence at The 
Banff Centre for Making Treaty 7, a project in current development.

OLIVER MIGUEL SAXOPHONES, BASS GUITAR, CLARINET, FLUTE, CAJÓN
Best known for his contemporary saxophone sound, multi-instrumentalist Oliver Miguel 
is equally comfortable performing live or working in the recording studio, playing 
guitar, keyboard, composing, arranging and producing. A graduate of Mount Royal 
Conservatory (2003), Humber College of Music (2005), and Thompson Rivers University 
(2009), Chilean born Oliver Miguel regularly works in various genres: Jazz, Latin, 
Flamenco, Pop, and Hip-Hop. Miguel has traveled throughout Canada, USA, Europe, 
Asia, and the Caribbean to perform as a leader, a sideman, and an in-demand 
session player for numerous recordings, while making special appearances on Global 
TV, CBC, CityTV, TLN, Shaw and various radio programs in Canada, Asia and Spain.
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BIOGRAPHIES
NATALIE PURSCHWITZ COSTUME DESIGNER

Natalie Purschwitz is a costume designer and visual artist based in Vancouver, BC. Her 
work draws inspiration from anthropology, human/nature relationships, and clothing 
as a type of cultural production. Purschwitz has shown her artwork nationally and 
internationally at the Vancouver Art Gallery, the Japanese Canadian National Museum, 
the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, the Prince Takamato Gallery in Tokyo, Japan 
and most recently Canada House in London, England. She has worked with dance artists 
and companies across Canada including Machine Noisy, Co. Erasga, Kokoro Dance, 
The Plastic Orchid Factory, Justine Chambers and of course, DJD. She received a BFA in 
Intermedia at Emily Carr University, a BA in Archaeology from the University of Calgary 

and has studied at the Cooper Union for the Advancement of Art and Science in New York. 

SCOTT REID SET DESIGNER
Scott is happy to be back at DJD. Some selected design credits for DJD are Spontaneous 
Combustion, The Great Jazz History Mystery, Wilds, Perched on the Edge of a Quarter 
Note, Longing for the Invisible, and Evanescence. Scott has also designed Class Acts, 
Fumbling Towards Ecstasy, The Seven Deadly Sins, Songs of a Wayfarer, Requiem (Alberta 
Ballet); several playRites Festivals, East of Berlin, Half Life (ATP); Mom’s the Word, The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, A Raisin in the Sun (Theatre Calgary); Die Tote 
Stadt, Othello (set and projections), The Inventor (projections), Little Women (set and 
projections), Faust (co-design), Dead Man Walking (co-design) (Calgary Opera); The 
Cunning Little Vixen, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (The Banff Centre), and In the Farewell 

My Lovely, Back Before Midnight, Heat of the Night, Rebecca, Blood Relations (Vertigo).

CATHERINE ROULEAU STAGE MANAGER
Originally from Montréal, Catherine is now thrilled to work in Calgary. Favourite credits 
include: as ASM: I’ll Be Back Before Midnight (Vertigo Theatre); Carmen, Lakmé, Die 
Tote Stadt, Magic Flute (Calgary Opera); Bohème, Dead Man Walking, Die Fledermaus, 
Faust, The Flying Dutchman, Il Trovatore, Lakmé, Manon, Porgy and Bess, Rigoletto, 
Roberto Devereux, Rusalka, Salome, Simon Boccanegra, Werther (Opéra de Montréal); 
Carmen (Vancouver Opera); Das Reingold (OSM). As Stage Manager: Kruger Brothers 
(Banff Centre); Je m’appelle Marilyn (GlobeBulle Rouge); Magic Flute, La Veuve 
Joyeuse (CEGEP of St-Laurent); Les Amis (CEGEP of St-Hyacinthe). As an Apprentice: The 
Italian Girl in Algers (Calgary Opera), Lillian Alling (Banff Centre).

KALEB TEKESTE DANCER
Kaleb is a Calgary-based dancer, choreographer and teacher. In 2004 he joined 
DJD’s Professional Training Program and in 2006 he understudied Kimberley Cooper’s 
in Charcoal and Crimson. As fate would have it, he found himself jumping into a 
role a few days before opening night thus marking his debut with DJD. Kaleb has 
choreographed for Slammenberry Jam, Dance Montage, Alberta Dance Explosions, 
Calgary Cares and several of DJD’s bi- annual dancer- choreographed evenings. In 
addition to performing with crews the Original Rudes and ILLFX, in 2010 he danced in 
a short film/commercial in conjunction with the Vancouver Winter Olympics and has 
performed with artists such as the Black Eyed Peas, Snoop Dogg and Jully Black. Kaleb 

recently took two years away from Calgary to study in Montreal (supported by an Alberta Foundations 
for the Arts grant) and to travel and study abroad. This is Kaleb’s seventh season with the company 
and he is thrilled to be a part of this incredible show and journey.

BOB TILDESLEY TRUMPET, FRENCH HORN, KAOS PAD
Bob Tildesley got bitten by the jazz bug while growing up in Calgary. He moved to 
Edmonton at age 20 where he soon emerged as one of the city’s leading jazz trumpeters. 
Tildesley has been a mainstay and first call trumpeter ever since. An expressive soloist, 
particularly skilled with mutes, Tildesley has been in regular demand as a studio player 
over the years and has appeared on dozens of top–drawer gigs and albums by such 
jazz greats as Jay McShann, P.J. Perry, Kenny Wheeler, and Eddie Harris. The pursuit of a 
spiritual/musical vehicle for organic improvisation is embodied in two groups he leads – 
the Humane Beings and the Indigenous Aliens. Bob Tildesley has appeared in many DJD 
productions over the years and is thrilled to be part of our New Universe.
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SPECIAL THANKS/ 
PRODUCTION CREDITS 
PRODUCTION STAFF
	 PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Cameron Clowe
	 COSTUME CONSTRUCTION	 Deitra Kalyn
	 DRESSER	 Janice Friesen
	 HEAD STAGE CARPENTER	 Travis McKinnon
	 HEAD ELECTRICIANS	 Ajay Badoni and  
		  Kalyna Conrad
	 HEAD OF SOUND	 Dan Frerichs
	 RIGGING INSTALL/ CONSULTANT	 Michael King
	 FRONT OF HOUSE MANAGER 	 Alen Chaudhry
	 SOUND RENTAL PROVIDED BY 	 Soundart Calgary
	 SET CONSTRUCTION  
	 PROVIDED BY 	 Techart Custom Creations

MARKETING
	 DIGITAL MARKETING	 Better Group
	 MARKETING CONSULTANT	 Helen Moore-Parkhouse
	 POSTER AND PROGRAM  
	 DESIGN AND LAYOUT	 Daniel Blais
	 PHOTOGRAPHY	 Trudie Lee

SPECIAL THANKS
Calgary Opera
Jim Clouse and Park 
West Studios
Rubim de Toledo
Peter Balkwill
Murray Palmer
Barry McKinnon

Evelyn Ackah
Thi Vo
Noel Bégin
Jesse Stewart
Kerry Clarke
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DJD ORGANIZATION
	 Kimberley Cooper	 ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

	 Kathi Sundstrom	 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CO-FOUNDERS	            
	 Vicki Adams Willis	 FOUNDER IN RESIDENCE

	 Michèle Moss
	 Hannah Stilwell

ARTISTIC
	 Sarisa F. de Toledo	 ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE

DANCERS
	 Sabrina Comanescu	 UNDERSTUDY

	 Julia Cosentino	 APPRENTICE

	 Rodney Diverlus  
	 Audrey Gaussiran
	 Catherine Hayward
	 Kaja Irwin	 APPRENTICE

	 Shayne Johnson
	 Natasha Korney 
	 Kaleb Tekeste

ADMINISTRATION
	 Jaime Emond	 BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR/		
		  OFFICE ASSISTANT

	 Anita Huynh	 BOOKKEEPER

	 Ashley Menzies	 DEVELOPMENT AND 			 
		  COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE

	 Carly Mulenga	 FRONT DESK ADMINISTRATOR/ 		
		  VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

	 Nadia Singleton	 DEVELOPMENT AND 			 
		  COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE

PRODUCTION
	 Cameron Clowe	 PRODUCTION MANAGER 

DJD SCHOOL
	 Kirstin Anderson	 DANCE CENTRE AND  
		  MARKETING MANAGER 

	 Joanne Baker	 DANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL/ 
		  ARTS IN EDUCATION COORDINATOR

	Jamie Freeman Cormack	 PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 		
		  PROGRAM DIRECTOR

	 Chelsea Josue	 DANCE CENTRE ASSISTANT MANAGER

DANCE SCHOOL RECEPTIONISTS
	 Morgan Arthurson
	 Meredith Blackburn
	 Chelci Blais
	 Dana Coldwell
	 Tasha Leibel

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	 Erin Waite, PRESIDENT	 CONNECTIONS COUNSELLING

	Ella Stuart, VICE PRESIDENT	 SHAW COMMUNICATIONS

	 Nancy Diep, SECRETARY	 BLAKES, CASSELS & GRAYDON LLP

	Susan Scullion, TREASURER	 RAISE PRODUCTION INC.

	 Susan Bennett	 CRESTVIEW ENERGY CONSULTING

	 Felicia Bortolussi	 DENTONS CANADA LLP

	 Pam Corbett	 CENERA

	 Shawn Davis	 PEMBINA

	 Kathy Fidyk	 MURPHY OIL CORP.

	 Angelique Fitzmartyn	 COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

	 Laureen Little	 VANTAGE ENERGY CONSULTANTS

	 Ann Mallory	 COMMUNITY REPRESENTATITVE

	 Bill Matheson	 CAMBER RESOURCE SERVICES LTD.

	 Sasha Patel	 CIR REALTY

	 Kate Royer	 OSLER HOSKIN & HARCOURT

	 Evan Wilson	 CANADIAN WIND ENERGY 		
		  ASSOCIATION

COMPANY INSTRUCTORS
	 JAZZ	 Vicki Adams Willis
		  Joanne Baker
		  Kimberley Cooper
		  Sarisa F. de Toledo
		  Jamie Freeman Cormack
		  Laura Kleiner
		  Hannah Stillwell

	 BALLET	 Jill Henis
		  Jackie Stewart

	 IMPROVISATION	 Vicki Adams Willis

	 AFRICAN	 Deanne Walsh

	 YOGA	 Yoga Passage

	 FITNESS	 Heaven’s Fitness
		  Karen Vouri 
		  PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

		  Patricia Maybury  
		  THE CALGARY FITNESS TABLE

	 ACCOMPANIST	 Anna Wojciechowski
		  Trudy Hipwell & Ensemble

CONSULTING PROFESSIONALS 
Ackah Business Immigration Law
Core Health Group Inc. – Dr. Mike Good
Cornerstone Technologies
Heaven’s Fitness
Terry Gilbert
Rocio Graham Studios
Greg Horton	
Trudie Lee Photography
Derrick Needham – KISMET SOLUTIONS

Joshua Neumann
Janet Nystedt Law, HUMAN RESOURCES AND EMPLOYMENT LAW

Terra Plum – Physiotherapist
Susan Ruf
Cary Schatz – SCHATZYPANTS PHOTOGRAPHY

Pat Schneider
Monty Schneider
Karen Vouri, PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER	

Westside Sports Physiotherapy – Hugh Saunders
Yoga Passage – Tracy Mann 	
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KEY SEASON SUPPORTERS
SEASON SPONSOR

AN ANONYMOUS 
FUND AT

PRODUCTION PARTNERS

ARTS IN EDUCATION PARTNERS

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB PARTNER GOVERNMENT PARTNER

EVENT SPONSORS

DJD’S FAITHFUL VOLUNTEERS
It is with heart-felt gratitude that DJD acknowleges the following kindred souls. Without the 
dedication and generosity of these volunteers, as well as the countless others who came before 
them, DJD would not be what it is today.

Jennifer Allan
Kristy Archibald
Morgan Arthurson
Claire Auroi
Melissa Avila Chavez
Pamela Bayne
Meredith Blackburn
Chelci Blais
Karen Bourque-Simmons
Cassandra Bowerman
Lindsay Bowman
Kevin Braitenbach
Jessalyn Britton
Ashley Brodeur
Carol Bruneski
Anita Camacho
Kimberley Cook
Rachel Cowley
Jude Dachowski
Carol Dann
Chris Dovey
Meika English

Nina Gilroy
Angela Gladue
Claudine Grant
Alla Guelber
Jennifer Hoy
Johanna Hung
Asha Kaur Jassal
Matthew Johnson
Alana Jones
Naomi Lawson-Baird
Marissa Leclair
Mervi Legare
Sally Lim
Victoria Lukasik
Anna Maltseva
Ron Measures
Andrew Menzies
Chenise Mitchell 
Cristina Moldoveanu 

Constantinescu
Sarah Murray
Aris N’sungani

Dawn Nagazina
Nyasha Nyamaka
Maria Peris
Terra Plum
Lauren Popadiuk
Nicole Ragguette
Toni-Ann Rose
Lori Savoie
Janelle Schiffner
Lara Schmitz
Alvin Schur
Camille Shum
Jeetam Sidhu
Kortney Swan
Shandie Ta
Mariya Toncheva
Chantal Wall
Corinne Watt
Kate Williams
Brandy Wing
Jan Wittig
Paul Yang

FACILITY PROMOTION

To get involved with DJD as a volunteer, please contact Carly Mulenga at 403-228-8175.
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	ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CHOREOGRAPHER	 Kimberley Cooper

	 COMPOSER AND MUSICAL DIRECTOR	 William Parker 

	 ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE 	 Sarisa F. de Toledo

	 STAGE MANAGER	 Catherine Rouleau

	 LIGHTING DESIGNER	 Brian MacNeil

	 SET DESIGNER	 Scott Reid

	 COSTUME DESIGNER	 Natalie Purschwitz

	 DANCERS	 Sabrina Comenescu – UNDERSTUDY  

		  Julia Cosentino – APPRENTICE 
		  Rodney Diverlus 
		  Audrey Gaussiran 
		  Catherine Hayward 
		  Kaja Irwin – APPRENTICE 
		  Shayne Johnson 
		  Natasha Korney 
		  Kaleb Tekeste

	 BAND	 William Parker – COMPOSER, LEADER, BASS,  
		  DONSON NGONI (HUNTER’S GUITAR FROM MALI),  
		  AQUAPONIC HANDMADE BY JACKSON KRALL,  
		  SHAKUHACHI (BAMBOO FLUTE FROM JAPAN), SLIT DRUM,  
		  THUNDER DRUM AND THUMB PIANO

		  Nick Fraser – DRUMS, PERCUSSION

		  Jeremy Gignoux – VIOLIN, VIOLA, STROH VIOLIN

		  Oliver Miguel – SAXOPHONE, CLAIRINET, FLUTE, BASS GUITAR, CAJÓN

		  Bob Tildesley – TRUMPET, FRENCH HORN, KAOS PAD
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NEW UNIVERSE
DANCED BY THE COMPANY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

PART 1 
BEES TO HONEY
Impossible subterranean juke joint,

Cockroach to Jitterbug,

Sugar

PART 2 
THE ANTS GO 
MARCHING
Flea market,

Junk armour,

A line in the sand

INTERMISSION

PART 3 
POLLEN
Dripping from their legs, wings, antennae

SPIDER
FEATURING Shayne Johnson

REPRODUCTIVE STRATEGIES  
INSPIRED BY THE STRIP CLUB
FEATURING the men

MATING DANCE 1
DANCED BY Kaja Irwin and Rodney Diverlus

SCORPION
DANCED BY Julia Cosentino with Sabrina Comenescu

GARDEN OF EARTHLY DELIGHTS 
DANCED BY Full Company

MATING DANCE 2 
DANCED BY Natasha Korney and Shayne Johnson

CATERPILLAR
FEATURING Kaleb Tekeste and Audrey Gaussiran

PART 4  
MOLTING
She sheds her skin, her wings, her 
exoskeleton and turns into something else
DANCED BY Catherine Hayward

PART 5 
NEW UNIVERSE
Flux, adaptation,

Tiny creatures,

Lurking skyscrapers,

Flight,

And in the end we are all animals

ALL MUSIC WRITTEN BY William Parker Centering Music 
BMI, EXCEPT Come Sunday melody BY Duke Ellington.
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DECIDEDLY JAZZ  
DANCEWORKS  
HISTORY

THE BEGINNING WAS A DREAM 
shared by Vicki Adams Willis (then founding head of the Jazz Division in the Program 
of Dance at the University of Calgary) and two of her graduating students, Michèle 
Moss and Hannah Stilwell.

In 1984 they created Decidedly Jazz Danceworks with the goal of preserving and 
promoting the rich history and spirit of jazz. The original company consisted of four 
dancers and an artistic director intent on sharing their vision of jazz with others.  
Now in its 32nd year, DJD has carved a niche for itself in the heart of Canada’s dance 
audience as one of Canada’s most unique dance companies. 

The Calgary-based company has toured extensively throughout Canada as well as to 
Chicago, Japan, the Turks and Caicos Islands and Cuba.

In addition to performing and touring, DJD’s mandate includes a strong education 
component, offering performances for young audiences as well as residencies, 
workshops and master classes for all ages and levels. The DJD School, which programs 
both recreational and professional training, has an annual enrollment of over 3500 
students between the ages of 2 and 82. 

This is an exciting time in the company’s history with the opening of the new DJD 
Dance Centre. 

For more information visit www.decidedlyjazz.com.
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A ROUND OF APPLAUSE
IN KIND DONATIONS
Countless thanks to the following supporters who contributed items and services in-kind to 
DJD and to our recent special events — the Black and White Ball. Special thanks also to the 
consulting professionals listed on page 8 who generously donate their time and talents to DJD.  

We encourage you to support those businesses that support us!

#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
The first of many jazz 
appreciation societies 
founded in 1933

Canadian Rocky 
Mountain Resorts 

ExecSuite
Heavens Fitness 

BIG EASIES 
“The Big Easy” is the 

nickname for New Orleans, 
the birthplace of jazz

Orange Frog Productions
Topline Printing Inc.
Yoga Passage

BLUE NOTES
The flattened notes 
fundamental to blues – 
oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label

Ackah Business 
Immigration Law 

WestJet

RUG CUTTERS
The term describing a very 
good swing dancer, the 
most popular dance style 
in the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s 

Azuridge
Cookbook Company
Cowboys Nightclub
Karen Ewashen
Carol Green
Hello Gorgeous Skin Lab
Donna and Michael 

Kanovsky
Bill Matheson
Nathalie Boisvert 

Photography
Purple Orchid

CAKE WALKERS
The cake walk was a 
high-strutting competitive 
dance originated by 
Plantation slaves (the best 
dancers won a cake) 

Anonymous
Authentic Wine and Spirits
Sue Bayne
Café Brasserie Parc
Calgary Flames Hockey Club
CHEFBAR
Element Integrated 

Workplace
Fairmont Banff Springs
Glenmore Audi

IONART
Jarvis Hall Fine Frames
Latitude Art Gallery
Lloyd Sadd Insurance 

Brokers Ltd.
LULU B Designs
Branca and Bruce 

Pachkowski
Purple Orchid
Q-Haute Cuisine
RGO Office Products
Doris Schuh
Cheryl Swan
Teatro Ristorante
Tinhorn Creek Vineyards
Adrianne Williams
Sharon Lynn Williams
Workshop Kitchen + 

Culture Inc.

LINDY HOPPERS
The couples who improvise 
the heart-stopping dance 
that marked the height of 
the swing era 

Jim Brown 
Calgary International  

Film Festival
Callow and Associates 

Management
Camber Resources
Cibo
Colliers International
Contemporary Office 

Interiors
Rowan Cooney
Craft Beer Market
Fairmont Palliser Hotel
The Fitness Table Calgary 
Gravity Pope
Jarvis Hall
Margaret Healey
Christine Silvia Hoeppner
Home Tasting Room
Hotel Elan
Jerome Hair Salon
Junction 9 Yoga and Pilates
Mad Science of Southern 

Alberta
Maria Curcic Milinary
Mary Mckeown
Modern Steak
Pacey’s...real life clothes
Rubaiyat
Smash Conditioning
St. James Corner
Matt and Delia Stayner
Mandy Stobo
Ella and Dave Stuart

Studio Revolution
Thomas Jeffery Men’s Wear
The Van Ginkel Art Gallery
Christine Wignall
World Health Midnapore
Zen 8 Grill

FEETWARMERS
The affectionate name 
for the band (or dancers) 
keeping the dance floor hot

Alberta Ballet
Añejo Restaurant 
Anytime Fitness
Arts Commons
Ballet Barre Works
Barcelona Tavern
Bocce
Bondars Fine Furniture
Brava Bistro
Calgary Folk Festival
The Calgary Opera
Calgary Philharmonic 

Orchestra
The Calgary Tower
Campari Group
Capture the Flag
CaVaBien Hair Studio and 

Day Spa
Commonwealth Bar and 

Stage
Cru Juice
Cucina
Lora D’Agnillo
EandJ Gallo Wines
Jaime Emond/ 

Sunshine Shimmy
Fleurish Flower Shop
Frank and Oak
Galla Winehouse and Bistro
Hedkandi Salon
Helly Hansen Leisure
Herschel Supply Co.
Dana Hunter
INLIV – full circle health
Janet Horbacio 

Photography
Julie Marwood Interiors
Julie Marwood Photography
The Keg
Kensington Wine Market

Kent of Inglewood
Candice Laws
Mercato
Notable
Omega Spa 
One Yellow Rabbit
PARK
Primitive Culture
Salon Pure
Scotiabank Theatre Chinook
Shearer Design
Shokunin
Starbucks
Steeling Home
Sublime Mobile Couture
Theatre Calgary
Three Bears Gift Shop 
Ticketmaster Canada Ltd.
UNA Pizza
Vertigo Theatre
Village Brewery
Willow Park Wines and Spirits
Evan Wilson
WURST Restaurant and 

Beer Hall
Yoga Mandala
YYC Comedy Festival
YYC Cycle

RHYTHM SECTION
The musicians who provide 
the rhythmic foundation of 
a jazz ensemble

Alberta Theatre Projects
Apex Massage Therapy 
Betts Drilling
Bin 905 Wine and Spirits
Butter Beauty Parlour
Calgary Police Service
Classique Dancewear
Fifth Avenue Collection
Glenbow Museum
iviva athletica
Jan A. Wittig Management 

Consulting
Sidewalk Citizen Bakery
Leigha Stankewich
Steeling Home
Telus Spark
Theatre Junction GRAND

To the best of our knowledge, this list reflects 
donations received from January 1, 2015 –  
May 5, 2016 Please call Nadia Singleton at  
403-228-8181 to make your gift or to advise us  
of any changes or omissions so we may correct 
our records. Thank you again! 
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TAKE A BOW
CASH DONATIONS
Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts 
directly enrich DJD’s ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form.

Please also join us in a round of applause to everyone who supported DJD by attending our annual 
dance class marathon on October 18, 2015!

#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
The first of many jazz appreciation 
societies founded in 1933

	 Alberta Foundation for the Arts – 	
	 AFA

	 Calgary Arts Development
	 The Calgary Foundation 
	 Canada Council for the Arts
●	Nancy Diep
	 Direct Energy
●	FORE the Kids Charity Classic 
	 Anne Hawthorne McPherson 	

	 and Don McPherson
	 RBC Foundation
	 Rozsa Foundation
	 Suncor Energy Inc.

BIG EASIES 
"The Big Easy” is the nickname for 
New Orleans, the birthplace of jazz

●	An Anonymous Fund at  
	 The Calgary Foundation

	 ATB Financial
●	CIBC Children’s Foundation
	 Jason Cormack and  

	 Jamie Freeman Cormack
●	Crist Family Foundation 
	 Mawer Investment  

	 Management Ltd.
	 Osler, Hoskin and Harcourt LLP
	 PwC Canada
	 Shaw Communications Inc.
	 C.A. Siebens 
	 The Van Staalduinen Family

BLUE NOTES
The flattened notes fundamental to 
blues – oriented jazz and the name 
of a famous record label

	 Annapolis Capital
●	Will Burton
	 Pam Corbett
	 Martin Molyneaux and  

	 Deborah Yedlin 
	 Ella Stuart

RUG CUTTERS
The term describing a very good 
swing dancer, the most popular 
dance style in the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s

	 Anonymous
	 Athena Resources Ltd.
	 Andrew Brussa
	 Shivon C. 
	 Shawn Davis

	 Virginia Dobson and  
	 Dale Huntingford

	 Dr. Judith Dwarkin
	 Kathy Fidyk
	 Angelique Fitzmartyn
●	Harry and Martha Cohen 	

	 Foundation
	 Evan J. Hazell
	 Kelly Hewson
	 Brenda Mackie
	 Karen Mark and Geoff Carrington
●	Mary A. Tidlund Charitable 	

	 Foundation
	 Barry McKinnon
	 Alan and Geri Moon
	 Nancy and Bill Hay Family Fund 	

	 at the Calgary Foundation
	 National Captioning Canada Inc.
	 Rowland Nichol
	 Tracie and Todd Noble
	 Gail O’Reilly
	 Jock and Diana Osler
	 Alex Osten
	 Osten-Victor Fund at  

	 the Calgary Foundation
	 Proud Family Fund at  

	 The Calgary Foundation
	 Kate Royer
	 Royal Construction Ltd.	
	 Val Seaman
	 Shane McMullen Legacy 	

	 Foundation 
	 Glenn Sundstrom
	 Kathi Sundstrom
	 Darlene Switzer-Foster
	 Christy Hayne Terriff and  

	 Clark Terriff 
	 Dawn Tinling and Dave Poulton
	 Susan Tyrrell and Brian Mills
	 Peter and Carol Ann Williams
	 Jody Wood and Quentin Pittman

CAKE WALKERS
The cake walk was a high-strutting 
competitive dance originated by 
plantation slaves (the best dancers 
won a cake)

	 Anonymous 
●	Vicki Adams Willis
●	Susan Bennett
	 Leonard Bertrand
	 Felicia Bortolussi
	 Dr. Ted Busheikin and  

	 Catherine Ford
	 Cheryl Cohen
	 Kimberley Cooper 

	 Mike and Jenny Eggermont
	 Anne Flynn
	 Beverley and David Foy
	 Brad Gilmour and  

	 Jane Allinson Gilmour
	 Glenfinnan Developments
	 Larissa and Paul Groch
	 Janet Harvie and Britt Simmons 
	 Robert Horte 
	 Jan A. Wittig Management 	

	 Consulting
	 Laura Lynch
	 Tim K. Mah
	 Brian P Mahoney
	 Carol and Edmund Navickas
	 P2 Strategies Inc.
	 Bruce and Branca Pachkowski
	 Sasha and Nimish Patel
	 Katie and Paul Pearlman
	 Pamela and David Pickersgill
	 The Reimer Family
	 Susan Ruf 
	 Sally Healy Design
	 Susan and Stephen Scullion 
	 Dr. Shep Secter and  

	 Marina Paperny
	 Tamara Shawa and Daniel Kenney 
	 Jean Simpson
	 Sharon and Bruce Strachan
	 Torys LLP
	 Erin Waite 
	 Bob and Lorraine Whale
	 Evan Wilson
	 Shirley A. Wolfe
	 Maurice and Anne Petrie Yacowar 

LINDY HOPPERS
The couples who improvise the 
heart-stopping dance that marked 
the height of the swing era 

●	2 Anonymous
	 Maureen Armitage 
	 Chella and JZ
●	The Chris Reimer Legacy Fund
	 Jane Ebbern and Kevin Johnston
●	Kyra Huntingford
	 Kismet Solutions
●	Mad Science of Southern Alberta
●	Sylvia Madder
	 Sheila Navrady
	 Jim Morkin
	 Dr. Biljana Trpkova
	 Tamar Zenith/Newzones Gallery 	

	 of Contemporary Art 
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AN ANONYMOUS FUND AT

PRIVATE DONORS

NANCY DIEP
CRIST FAMILY FOUNDATION
FARQUHARSON RESOURCES
FORE THE KIDS FALL CLASSIC 

PRIVATE DONORS

CHILDREN’S BURSARY FUND

Community support has enabled DJD to offer 
subsidized dance classes to hundreds of 
children from low-income families since 1997.

DANCE COMPANY IN RESIDENCE  
AT CONNAUGHT SCHOOL

DJD company members visit this inner-city E.S.L 
school to teach jazz dance to the student body.

A DAY AT DJD

Committed to providing professional 
instruction in an inspirational setting, DJD 
is excited to announce our new Day at DJD. 
Teachers can bring students of all ages 
to the DJD Dance Centre to experience 
our new facility. Take a class with one of 
our experienced instructors, go on a tour, 
and then finish your day off with a special 
open rehearsal including a Q&A with the 
company dancers and our Artistic Director. 
This once-in-a-lifetime experience allows your 
students to get to know what it’s like to live 
the life of a jazz dancer for a day!

DECIDEDLY JAZZ ARTISTIC  
DEVELOPMENT FUND

DJD is one of the only dance companies 
in North America that funds a portion of its 
dancers’ professional development costs. 

FEETWARMERS
The affectionate name 
for the band (or dancers) 
keeping the dance  
floor hot

	 2 Anonymous
	 Sandra Adams
●	Arlene H. Henry  

	 Law Corp.
	 Susan Armstrong
	 Barbara R. Beaton 
	 Contact Improv Group
	 Nancy and Raani Desai
	 Maria Figueroa
	 Nick Finn
	 Beverley Fujino
	 Carol Green
	 Sharon Hanwell
	 Kirk M. Holloway
	 Corine Jansonius
	 Elaine and  

	 Harold Lemieux
	 Robert Levenson
	 Ann Mallory 
	 Kathleen McDowell 
	 R. Jack McIvor
	 Gayle McPhee
	 Gail Niinimaa
	 Karen Peris
	 Doreen Sandercock
	 Mairi Serpas
●	Christina Siauw
	 Lisa Silver
	 Wayne and  

	 Martha Stewart
	 Reva Stilwell
	 Keltie Stowkowy
	 Dayna Szyndrowski 
	 Gordon Tait
	 Pamela and Allan Twa
	 Shirley Watson
	 Kelly Whelan

RHYTHM SECTION
The musicians who provide 
the rhythmic foundation 
of a jazz ensemble

	 8 Anonymous 
	 Cory Carlson
	 Ardis Chen-See
	 Karen Corbett
	 Gloria Dalton
	 Lara Day
	 Lynn Dittmer
	 Joan Dods
	 Anne-Marie and  

	 Bill Duma
	 Louise Feroze
	 Celia Gjosund
	 Nicholas Green
	 Reid Haggis
	 Shelley Harrop-Grant
	 Tod Hughes
	 Andrew King
	 Jamie Kleinsteuber
	 Tricia Leadbeater
	 Elaine Lehto
	 Gary Maltin
	 Teale Masrani
	 Shanne Matthews
	 Kate Mcbrearty
	 Lucinda Neufeld
	 David Severson
	 Marion Tompkins
	 Kevin Wenzel
	 Andrei Zaostrovski

MATCHING GIFT 
COMPANIES	
	 Murphy Oil 
●	Nexen Inc.
	 Pembina 

Pipelines	
	 Shaw Communications  

	 Inc.
	 TransCanada

To the best of our knowledge, this list reflects 
donations from January 1, 2015 – May 4, 2016. 
Please call Nadia Singleton at 403-228-8181 to 
make your gift or to advise us of any changes or 
omissions so we may correct our records. Thank you. 

●	Supporter of Dance Company in Residence 
at Connaught School

●	Send A Kid to Camp Supporter

ARTS IN 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS
Transforming lives…one student at a time, 
DJD is deeply committed to sharing our love 
of jazz music and dance with schools and 
providing top quality instruction in a fun and 
energetic atmosphere. 

ARTISTS IN SCHOOL RESIDENCY PROGRAM

DJD visits schools to teach an intensive series 
of workshops that introduce students to the 
spirit and history of jazz dance.

Bring the spirit and energy of DJD to your 
school. Please contact Joanne Baker at  
403-616-9640 or jobaker@decidedlyjazz.com.
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DJD SCHOOL 
Best known as one of the world's leading professional jazz dance 
companies, DJD also runs Calgary's largest recreational dance 
school for both adults and children. Find a fun class for your kids  
or change up your own fitness routine by signing up for a class.  
With more than 80 classes each week, DJD invites students of all 
ages to come move with us.

SPRING SESSION: MAY 7 – JUNE 25 
Drop in anytime, over 80 classes per week

$5 CLASS WEEK: JUNE 28 – 30 
Come move with us for just $5 per class!

SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 4 – 17: JULY 4 – AUGUST 26 
Register before June 10 to save

FALL SESSION: SEPTEMBER 6 – DECEMBER 16 
Registration open July 26

decidedlyjazz.com
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
PROGRAM (PTP)
The PTP is an eight-month program designed for dancers 
who feel a passion for both jazz and the work of DJD. The 
PTP was developed to train dancers in the DJD style, as 
they are introduced to the rich history of jazz music and 
dance, develop an ear for jazz music, and discover the joy 
of jazz improvisation. The program trains dancers at a level 
that bridges the gap between student and professional 
and encourages dancers to explore their own personal 
expression and find honest performance. 

Through a national audition process, the program attracts  
talented dancers from across Canada. With only 10 to 15  
students being accepted each year, participants receive  
continuous individual feedback and guidance that 
encourages them to strive for excellence and attain their 
full potential as dance artists. 

FEATURED DANCER:  
SABRINA COMANESCU 

Sabrina Comanescu spent 
two years as a PTP student 
with DJD before advancing to 
an understudy position in the 
2015-16 season.

For more information,  
contact Program Director Jamie Freeman Cormack  
at jfreemancormack@decidedlyjazz.com

for their ongoing support of 
emerging artists in our community 
and beyond!

Available at Second to None Meats 
in Mission and Willow Park Village.

crmrkitchen.com

All Natural & Locally Made

Crafted in our 
kitchen. 
To use in yours.
Made in small batches by our Chefs 
at Canadian Rocky Mountain Resorts.

403.277.3058 | www.yogapassage.ca

DJD thanks
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CAPITAL DONATIONS
DJD is eternally grateful for the support we have received over many years to achieve our new 
home, our new universe… the DJD Dance Centre. We could not do what we do without the 
generous and loyal support of the following donors: 

NAME A SEAT DONORS
The following donors have named  
a seat or two in our new theatre 
and we encourage you to join 
them showing support of the DJD 
Dance Centre. Just think about all 
the diverse things people will be 
able to enjoy from the comfort of 
these seats!

	 Sandra Adams
	 Maureen Armitage
	 Susan Bennett
	 Janie Brennan
●	Roderick and Judith Cooper
	 Kimberley Cooper
	 Dancing with Parkinson’s YYC:

Jim Archibald
Margaret Carleton-Glover
Mel and Mary Duvall
Cohav and Rosie Eilon
Bill and Norma Male
Marry Muller
Adolfo Peters
Edward and Patricia Ronneberg
Sharon and Bruce Strachan

●	Virginia Dobson and  
	 Dale Huntingford

	 Jane Ebbern
	 Kathy Fidyk
	 Former DJD Company Dancers:

Lori Duncan
Kathryn Dawn Pollack
Jason Stroh

	 David and Beverley Foy
	 Terry Gilbert
●	Janet Harvie and Britt Simmons
	 Micheline Lesage
	 Janice Liebe
●	Brian P. Mahoney
	 Karen Mark and Geoff Carrington
	 Barry McKinnon
	 Susan Tyrrell and Brian Mills

	 Helen Moore-Parkhouse
	 Murphy OIl 
	 In Memory of Shirley Murray:

Mary Ann Annable
Jo-Ann Billingsley
Kyrsten Blair
Chantelle Brown
Denise Clark
Anne Flynn
Emily Forrest
Cathy and Mike Kendal  

(c/o Venture Farms Inc.)
Sarah Kenny
Deepika Mittra
Alia Ruemper
Nicole and Shea Tritter
Krista Tweed

	 Carol Navickas
	 Edmund Navickas
●	Rowland Nichol
●	Tracie and Todd Noble
●	Gail O’Reilly
●	Alice Patrick
	 Paul and Katie Pearlman
	 Susan Ruf
	 Kathleen Ryan
	 Susan Scullion
	 Hannah Stilwell
	 Reva Stilwell
	 Target Project Management Inc.
	 Susan Tyrrell
	 Erin Waite

CAPITAL GIFTS  
The following supporters have 
significantly helped us toward  
our $26M fundraising goal and  
we can’t thank them enough.  
Their support is not just a gift to  
DJD but also to our community. 
Thanks to the following, Calgary 
has a new cultural hub where 
people of all walks of life have 
started to gather to experience  
the joy of dance and the arts. 

	 The City of Calgary
	 The Province of Alberta
	 The Kahanoff Foundation
	 The Canada Cultural Spaces 	

	 Fund through the Department 	
	 of Canadian Heritage

	 The Canadian Cultural 		
	 Investment Fund – Endowment 	
	 Incentives through the 	
	 Federal Government

	 The Sydney and Fern Kahanoff 	
	 Fund at The Calgary Foundation

	 Anonymous
	 Suncor Energy Foundation
	 The Anonymous Fund at  

	 The Calgary Foundation
	 The Calgary Foundation
	 Kanovsky Family Foundation
	 Nancy Olsen and Scott Inglis
	 Sundstrom Enterprises Ltd.
	 CANA
●	Imperial Oil
	 Clarice Siebens
	 Community Facility 		

	 Enhancement Program (CFEP)	
	 through the Province of Alberta

	 FirstEnergy Capital Corp.
	 Allan P. Markin
	 Scott Bratt and Janice Clarke
	 Rozsa Foundation
	 Jean Simpson
●	ELEMENT Workplace Solutions
	 Ken Rowan
	 Kasian Architecture Interior 	

	 Design and Planning
	 N. Murray Edwards Charitable 	

	 Foundation
	 Alice Patrick
	 Bill and Phyllis Cochrane
	 Kipp Horton
	 Keith MacDonald
	 Bonnie and Lorne Scott
	 Jane and Michael Vernon
	 Jan Wittig
	 Skip McDonald
	 Tobin Holt
	 Dr. Murray H. Bowman
	 Susanne and Mitch Williams
	 Susan Tomney
	 Molly Arnold

●	Donation included gifts  
in-kind

This list reflects all capital 
donations received by DJD as  
of May 12, 2016. To name a 
seat in our theatre or give to 
our capital campain, please 
contact Nadia Singleton at  
403-228-8181.

●	Supported the DJD Dance 
Centre by naming 2 seats
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CAPITAL PROJECT  
SPECIAL THANKS
We are grateful to the following people, whose time and talent helped us navigate our way to this 
wonderful new facility. 

Jason Abdi – Kismet Solutions
Joanne Baker
Howard Bell
Bruce Chapman,  

Target Project Management
Cameron Clowe
Mike Delaney
Harry Frehner
Dan Frerichs, SoundArt
Eva Friesen
Jarvis Hall

The Late Shira Herzog
Gary Hinton – ELEMENT Integrated 

Workplace Solutions
Greg Horton
The Late Jim Hume
Alan Moon
Barry McKinnon, Mc Squared 

System Design Group Inc.
Claudia Moore
Cynthia Moore

Helen Moore-Parkhouse
Derrick Needham – Kismet Solutions
Murray Palmer
Grant Parker – Imperial Oil Limited
Naomi Pearson
Helen Puls
Susan Ruf
Monty Schneider
Ric Singleton
Robert Sirman
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Join the Jazz Roots Club today!  
Contact Nadia Singleton at 403-228-8181 or 
decidedlyjazz.com for more information on 
how to become a member and share in these 
exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences.

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB
The Jazz Roots Club connects jazz enthusiasts in supporting the vibrant spirit and artistic 
excellence of DJD. 

Jazz Roots is an exclusive club for people and companies that want to have a direct impact on 
the performances, artist development and community outreach that DJD is able to provide in 
Calgary and beyond. Members get to have direct relationships with our professional dancers, 
enjoy exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences, and become part of the legacy of DJD.

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB ANNUAL SOIRÉE AT DIVINO

JAZZ ROOTS CLUB SEASON LAUNCH AND BUILDING TOUR

PHOTOS BY Joshua Neumann

PHOTOS BY Rolio Graham Photography
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CURRENT DONORS
#1 RHYTHM CLUB 
The first of many jazz appreciation societies founded 
in 1933

●	Nancy Diep
Anne Hawthorne-McPherson and Don McPherson

BIG EASIES
“The Big Easy” is the nickname for New Orleans,  
the birthplace of jazz

	 Canadian Rocky Mountain Resorts 
	 Jamie Freeman-Cormack and Jason Cormack
	 C. A. Siebens 
	 The Van Staalduinen Family

BLUE NOTES
The flattened notes fundamental to blues–oriented jazz 
and the name of a famous record label

	 Annapolis Capital
●	Will Burton
	 Pam Corbett	
	 Martin Molyneaux and Deborah Yedlin 
	 Ella Stuart

RUG CUTTERS
The term describing a very good swing dancer, the 
most popular dance style in the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s

	 Anonymous 
	 Athena Resources Ltd.
	 Andrea Brussa
	 Shivon C. 
	 Shawn Davis
	 Virginia Dobson and Dale Huntingford
	 Dr. Judith Dwarkin
	 Kathy Fidyk 
	 Angelique Fitzmartyn
	 Evan J. Hazell
	 Kelly Hewson
	 Brenda Mackie 
	 Karen Mark and Geoff Carrington 
●	Mary A. Tidlund Charitable Foundation
	 Barry McKinnon
	 Alan and Geri Moon
	 Nancy and Bill Hay Family Fund at The Calgary 

Foundation
	 National Captioning Canada Inc.
	 Rowland Nichol
	 Tracie and Todd Noble
	 Gail O’Reilly
	 Jock and Diana Osler
	 Alex Osten
	 Osten-Victor Fund at The Calgary Foundation
	 Kate Royer
	 Valerie Seaman
	 Shane McMullen Legacy Foundation
	 Glenn Sundstrom 
	 Kathi Sundstrom
	 Darlene Switzer-Foster
	 Christy Hayne Terriff and Clark Terriff 
	 Dawn Tinling and Dave Poulton
	 Susan Tyrrell and Brian Mills
	 Peter and Carol Ann Williams
	 Jody Wood and Quentin Pittman

CAKE WALKERS
The cake walk was a high-strutting competitive dance 
originated by plantation slaves (the best dancers won 
a cake)

	 Anonymous 
	 Vicki Adams Willis
●	Susan Bennett
	 Leonard Bertrand
	 Felicia Bortolussi
	 Dr. Ted Busheikin and Catherine Ford
	 Cheryl Cohen
	 Kimberley Cooper
	 Mike and Jenny Eggermont
	 Anne Flynn
	 Beverley and David Foy
	 Brad Gilmour and Jane Allinson Gilmour
	 Glenfinnan Developments Ltd. 
	 Larissa and Paul Groch
	 Janet Harvie and Britt Simmons 
	 Robert Horte
	 Jan A. Wittig Management Consulting
	 Laura Lynch
	 Tim K. Mah
	 Brian Mahoney
	 Carol and Edmund Navickas
	 Bruce and Branca Pachkowski
	 Sasha and Nimish Patel
	 Katie and Paul Pearlman
	 Pamela and David Pickersgill
	 The Reimer Family
	 Susan Ruf
	 Sally Healy Design Ltd.
	 Susan and Stephen Scullion
	 Dr. Shep Secter and Marina Paperny
	 Tamara Shawa and Daniel Kenney
	 Jean Simpson 
	 Paula Tyler and Peter Kruselnicki
	 Erin Waite
	 Lorraine and Bob Whale
	 Evan Wilson
	 Shirley A. Wolfe
	 Maurice and Anne Petrie Yacowar

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
	 MC Squared System Design Group Inc	
	 Murphy Oil 
	 Pembina Pipelines
	 Shaw Communications Inc.

This list reflects donations received  
January 1, 2015 – May 3, 2016. To join or  
for more information, please contact  
Nadia Singleton at 403-228-8181.

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE JAZZ ROOTS CLUB 

●	Supporter of Dance Company in Residence at 
Connaught School

●	Send A Kid to Camp Supporter
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