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KIMBERLEY COOPER

Dear Charles Mingus,

| always loved your music. A couple of years
ago | read an article about jazz and the Civil
Rights Movement, | can’t remember the details
but apparently you were playing at a college
that had received a bomb threat and they
were evacuating the concert hall. You refused
to go and said if they were going to take you out, you
were going to go down playing Sophisticated Lady by
Duke Ellington. | started paying a little more attention
to you after that.

Your music is spectacular. Thank you. Thank you for
making such rich, textured, cinematic, passionate,
beautiful music, that screams to be danced to. And
there is so much! It was very difficult to choose for this
piece. Listening to, and creating movement to, your
Mingus music, has been intimidating and challenging
and joyful. It has changed my ear, how | listen, it’s
almost like | can hear more, or there is more space to
hear more. | guess my brain grew, not my ears. Thank
you for that.

And in your short life, you lived hard. I've been reading
a lot of things you’ve written, your autobiography, liner
notes etc. You had a lot going on. In no way have | tried
to make this piece biographical but | did collect some
scraps of your stories and put them into this collage.

Donnalee, your famous confrontation with Juan Tizol,

how you saw yourself as not one but three, those are
more concrete references, there are many abstract
ones as well...

I wish | could have met you, but at the same time I'm
sure you would have scared the hell out of me. Your
music is extraordinary and timeless; it has been an
honour working with it.

Sincerely,

e

Kimberley Cooper
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

BETTER GET HIT IN YOUR SOUL

KATHI SUNDSTROM

As we start our 30th Anniversary
Seasonweremembertheearly days
of DJD and how far we have come.
In 1984 Vicki Adams Willis, Hannah
Stilwell and Micheéle Moss had a
dream to reclaim the true spirit of
jazz and to develop a compelling
contemporary jazz dance form.
Since then DJD has become one of Canada’s most
unigue dance companies, with an operating budget
of $2M, a dedicated and experienced staff, Calgary’s
largest recreational dance school, a professional
training program, and a full-time company of 8-12
professional dancers. We have created over 50 full-
length productions, many featuring live music, and
have toured nationally and internationally. Added to all
of that, we are in the final stages of a capital campaign,
having raised more than 85% of our $25 million goal, in
preparation of an exciting new dance facility in Calgary
(see the rendering on page 14).

Growing to what we are today couldn’t have been
done without a lot of hard work, collaboration and
community support. Itis my pleasure to thank our many
supporters starting with our government funders: the
Canada Council for the Arts, the Alberta Foundation for
the Arts and the Calgary Arts Development Authority.
We appreciate the generosity of our corporate
sponsors: Suncor Energy, The Imperial Oil Foundation
and Calgary Herald. We also thank the many Individual
Donors and Jazz Roots members for their support; as
well as our Board of Directors and all of the volunteers
who give of their time and talent.

Tonight we share our passion for jazz with you, our loyal
audience, through the music of a legend, a giant in the
jazz world - Charles Mingus - who, like us, also came
from humble beginnings. He is the perfect subject
from which Kimberley Cooper can draw inspiration for
her first official show as our new Artistic Director. Make
some noise Kim. The future is exciting and we're ready
for a brand new journey!

40

Kathi Sundstrom
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



CHARLES

MINGUS

BIOGRAPHY

One of the most important figures in
twentieth century American music,
Charles Mingus was a virtuoso
bass player, accomplished pianist,
bandleader and composer. Born on
a military base in Nogales, Arizona in
1922 and raised in Watts, California,
his earliest musical influences came
from the church - choir and group
singing - and from “hearing Duke
Ellington over the radio when [he] was
eight years old.” He studied double
bass and composition in a formal
way (five years with H. Rheinshagen,
principal bassist of the New York
Philharmonic, and compositional techniques with the
legendary Lloyd Reese) while absorbing vernacular
music from the great jazz masters, first-hand. His
early professional experience, in the 40s, found him
touring with bands like Louis Armstrong, Kid Ory
and Lionel Hampton.

Eventually he settled in New York where he played and
recorded with the leading musicians of the 1950s -
Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, Bud Powell, Art Tatum and
Duke Ellington himself. One of the few bassists to do so,
Mingus quickly developed as a leader of musicians. He
was also an accomplished pianist who could have made
a career playing that instrument. By the mid-‘50s he had
formed his own publishing and recording companies to
protect and document his growing repertoire of original
music. He also founded the “Jazz Workshop,” a group
which enabled young composers to have their new
works performed in concert and on recordings.

Mingus soon found himself at the forefront of the avant-
garde. His recordings bear witness to the extraordinarily
creative body of work that followed. He recorded over
100 albums and wrote over 300 scores. Although he
wrote his first concert piece, Half-Mast Inhibition, when
he was 17 years old, it was not recorded until 20 years
later by a 22-piece orchestra with Gunther Schuller
conducting. It was the presentation of Revelations,
which combined jazz and classical idioms, at the 1955
Brandeis Festival of the Creative Arts, that established
him as one of the foremost jazz composers of his day.

In 1971 Mingus was awarded the Slee Chair of Music and
spent a semester teaching composition at the State
University of New York at Buffalo. In the same year his
autobiography, Beneath the Underdog, was published
by Knopf. In 1972 it appeared in a Bantam paperback
and was reissued after his death, in 1980, by Viking/
Penguin and again by Pantheon Books, in 1991. In 1972
he also re-signed with Columbia Records. His music was
performed frequently by ballet companies, and Alvin
Ailey choreographed an hour program called The Mingus
Dances during a 1972 collaboration with the Robert
Joffrey Ballet Company.

He toured extensively throughout Europe, Japan,
Canada, South America and the United States until the
end of 1977 when he was diagnosed as having a rare
nerve disease, Amyotropic Lateral Sclerosis. He was
confined to a wheelchair, and although he was no longer
able to write music on paper or compose at the piano,
his last works were sung into a tape recorder.

He died in Mexico on January 5,1979, and his wife, Sue
Graham Mingus, scattered his ashes in the Ganges
River in India. Both New York City and Washington, D.C.
honored him posthumously with a “Charles Mingus Day.”

From the 1960s until his death in 1979 at age 56, Mingus
remained in the forefront of American music. When
asked to comment on his accomplishments, Mingus said
that his abilities as a bassist were the result of hard work
but that his talent for composition came from God.

Source: http://mingusmingusmingus.com/mingus
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ABOUT

DECIDEDLY JAZZ
DANCEWORKS

The beginning was a dream shared by Vicki Adams
Willis (then founding head of the Jazz Division in the
Program of Dance at the University of Calgary) and
two of her graduating students, Michéle Moss and
Hannah Stilwell.

IN 1984 they created Decidedly Jazz Danceworks with
the goal of preserving and promoting the rich history
and spirit of jazz. The original company consisted of
four dancers and an artistic director intent on sharing
their vision of jazz with others. Now in its 30th year, DJD
has carved a niche for itself in the heart of Canada’s
dance audience as one of Canada’s most unique dance
companies.

The Calgary-based company has toured extensively
throughout Canada as well as to Chicago, Japan, the
Turks and Caicos Islands and Cuba.

In addition to performing and touring, DJD’s mandate
includes a strong education component, offering
performances for young audiences as well as residencies,
workshops and master classes for all ages and levels.
The School of Decidedly Jazz, which programs both
recreational and professional training, has an annual
enrollment of over 3500 students between the ages of
2 and 82.

In the spring of 2013 Kimberley Cooper was appointed
Artistic Director of DJD, the second only in the history
of the company, and Co-Founder Vicki Adams Willis
took on the new position of Founder in Residence.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
WWW.DECIDEDLYJAZZ.COM.
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BIOGRAPHIES

KIMBERLEY COOPER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kimberley Cooper has been dancing and creating dance for most of her life. She joined Decidedly Jazz
Danceworks (DJD) as an apprentice in 1989, was Artistic Associate/Resident Choreographer from 2001
until June 2013 when she was appointed Artistic Director. In 2002, she was named Emerging Artist of the
year by Alberta Dance Alliance. Since 2002 Kimberley has created 11 full-length works on DJD, two of
them enjoyed major Canadian tours (/BULLA! 2005, <in collaboration with DJD co-founder Hannah
Stilwell> and wowandflutter, 2009). Kimberley also dances and choreographs independently. She has
performed, studied and or taught in Canada, the USA, Spain, Japan, the Turks and Caicos Islands, Cuba
and Brazil. Her independent choreography has been presented by One Yellow Rabbit, The University of
Calgary, Dancers’ Studio West, Theatre Calgary, Springboard Dance, Ghost River Theatre, Alberta Dance Alliance
(Edmonton, AB) Dances for small Stages (Vancouver, BC) SUNY Potsdam (NY, USA). Kimberley has created two
short films for BravoFACT! and appeared in several others. She was Artist In Residence at the Calgary Tower as part
of Calgary 2012, in June 2012. She is endlessly inspired by the spirit of jazz, an art form born out of a culture where
dance and music are madly in love, hungry to evolve and greatly influenced by what’s happening in the moment.

ERIN BAUER, STAGE MANAGER

Erin Bauer is a Calgary based Stage Manager. Having a background in competitive Irish dance, Erin is
very excited to be working with DJD on Better Get Hit in Your Soul, and to be surrounded by dance again.
Select stage management credits include; Mindfire (Breathe PK), Rabbit (2150 Creative), Grandstand
Show 2011-2013 (Calgary Stampede), Drowsy Chaperone (Theatre Calgary), Gruesome Playground Injuries
(Ground Zero Theatre/Hit & Myth Productions), A/l Shook Up (Theatre North West), Just Kidding, For
Art’s Sake (Quest Theatre), Freak Show Redux, Freak Show into the Abyss and iRobot Theatre (Swallow-
a-Bicycle Theatre).

RONDA BORNEMAN, COSTUME DESIGNER

Ronda Borneman is a designer, proprietor, seamstress and the Head of Wardrobe at Alberta Theatre
Projects. She designs and creates bridal gowns, dance wear, gymnastic apparel and costumes for film
and theatrical productions. It is and honour to create beautiful works for an exciting, dynamic dance
group like DJD, combining a design that touches all areas in her career. When Ronda is not designing
and sewing her own shows or events, she is working with other talented artists to bring their visions to
life. She loves and enjoys everything about this business and career, no matter what production, show
or event. Design credits include: Calgary Stampede Grandstand ‘07, Stage West's California Dreaming
& 2, Canada Rocks, ATP’s Half Life, Shakespeare & Co. Land of The Dead and Documentary for Glorious
Productions Inc. she is currently working on Borneman Design, The Calgary Grandstand, Hell on Wheels 1- 3, and
ATP’s 2014 production, A Winter Tale with Shakespeare and Co.

RUBIM DE TOLEDO, MUSICAL DIRECTOR/BASS

A Canadian of Brazilian descent, Rubim combines the influences of his cultural heritage and his dedication to the
jazz tradition, to create a refreshing sound and to bring a rhythmic and conceptual depth to his bass playing. He
isin demand as a sideman for projects in any style and also has a fertile career as a bandleader. He has performed
with numerous international jazz artists and has toured across Canada and internationally. Rubim’s latest solo
release, The River, has garnered great critical and popular acclaim including a 2009 Western Canadian Music
Award nomination for “Best Jazz Album.” The opening track has also been selected as CBC Radio’s Tonic theme
song. He is currently working on his fourth cd release the Bridge, featuring trumpet player Sean Jones. In the last
seven years Rubim has worked extensively with DJD having played bass for 10 productions and as composer
and musical director for seven of those. From 2007 to 2014, Rubim taught bass, Jazz Improvisation, Jazz Combo and Large
Ensemble at the Mount Royal University Credit Music Department. Currently, he is the director of the MRU Summer Jazz
Camp. Rubim is honoured to be able to perform the music of one of his musical idols, Charles Mingus.
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SARISA FIGUEROA DE TOLEDO, ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE

Sarisa is a dance teacher and choreographer who began her formal dance training in classical ballet at the
age of seven and graduated from the Edmonton School of Ballet’s Professional Program in 1993. Hired
into the DJD Company in the fall of 1994, she performed in over 30 DJD productions between 1994 and
2012. Her passion for jazz dance and music has taken her to New York, Los Angeles, Montana, Cuba, Spain,
Brazil and across Canada to study jazz dance and many of its root forms. In addition to dancing with DJD,
she performed with various choreographers, companies and directors including Theatre of the Living
Statue, Sage Theatre and One Yellow Rabbit as well as in two independent Bravo!FACT films. She has
taught and choreographed for schools and companies including Western Canada High School, Victoria
School of the Arts (Edmonton), Theatre Calgary, eko dance projects, the University of Calgary, Orchesis (Edmonton)
and La Bella Vita Arts (Vada, ltaly). Sarisa was Artistic Assistant for DJD from 2007-2013, Artistic Director for several
of DJD’s dancer-choreographed evenings and its main stage production, Tinge and Tone, and is happy to be the
current Artistic Associate for DJD.

AUDREY GAUSSIRAN, DANCER

Audrey, a Montreal native, is passionate about dance in all of its forms. She studied at the Conservatoire de
danse de Montréal and has traveled to Brazil, Cuba, New York and Spain to pursue her craft. Some of her
professional experiences include: the musical Sherazade (Canada and France), Best of Broadway (Canada,
USA and Egypt), La Traviata (Ottawa), the American Chamber of Commerce (Hong Kong) and the Montreal
Jazz Festival. She has won competitions in both Bellydance (Germany, 2011) and Salsa (Montreal, 2005).
In 2009, she created her own lady styling salsa troupe, Audrey’s Angels, which enjoyed instant success.
As a choreographer, she loves the fusion of distinct dance styles and has quickly become an innovator
in Montreal’s Latin Dance scene. In 2012 Audrey was happy to discover and join DJD, a company that
completely matches her vision of dance, and is pleased to return for her second season.

MARC HALL, DANCER

Born and raised in Jamaica, Marc began his formal training there at the Edna Manley College of the Visual
and Performing Arts where he studied various forms of dance including Caribbean folklore, African dance,
Cuban modern dance and ballet. As a dancer with the National Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica he
did numerous performances and tours throughout the UK, the USA, Canada and the Caribbean. Following
that, Marc was awarded a full scholarship to attend the London Studio Centre in England for three years of
work towards a B.A. Honours degree. He performed in The Lion King in London for a year and a half and
then joined another UK-based company, Sakoba Dance Theatre. Subsequently, he returned to Jamaica
to teach at the Edna Manley College but, after a year, was invited to be a member of the Toronto based
Afro-contemporary dance company, Ballet Creole. Marc moved to Calgary in the fall of 2009. 2070: A Tap Oddity
marked his debut with DJD in March of that year.

CATHERINE HAYWARD, DANCER

Catherine grew up in Winnipeg where she began dancing at the age of five. In 2005, after earning her a
B.F.A. with Honours from the dance program at Toronto’s Ryerson University, Catherine moved to Calgary
to train with DJD’s Professional Training Program and after two years she joined the professional Company.
Catherine has studied in various locations across North America and travelled as far as Sweden to study
the swing dance style, the “Lindy Hop,” which she had an opportunity to perform in the Bravo!lFACT
video Swing Fling Thing. Catherine has immersed herself in the Calgary community teaching students of
all ages and performing in many festivals and productions including Alberta Dance Explosions, Alberta
Dance Festival, Freak Show in OYR’s High Performance Rodeo, The Physical Theatre Cabaret, Alberta
Dance Showcase and Emerge for The Fluid Festival. Catherine has also pursued choreography, presenting her work
in DJD’s dancer-choreographed evenings Alchemy, Canvas and Flare, Alberta Dance Explosions, Re:verb, Alberta
Dance Theatre’s productions of Alice in Wonderland, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and this year’s Never Never
Land, the Atlantic Fringe Festival, Fluid Festival’'s Physical Theatre Cabaret and most recently as part of the Alberta
Dance Festival. Catherine is excited to be a part of the 30th anniversary season.

BETTER GET HIT IN YOUR SOUL



BIOGRAPHIES

SHAYNE JOHNSON, DANCER

Shayne began his dance training at the age of five and at the age of 12, launched his professional career as
a guest tap dancer on the Super Dave Osborne TV show. He studied throughout North America winning
numerous scholarships to schools in Canada and the USA including The Banff Centre, the Edge in Los
Angeles and the Joe Tremaine Academy. At age 15, Shayne won the title of B.C. provincial champion in
the category of stage work and Tap and shortly afterwards, joined the Canadian National Tap Team which
included a performance with Savion Glover’'s ensemble Bring on the Noise, Bring on the Funk. Over the
next three years, Shayne became a member of the Grizzlies Extreme Dance Team for the NBA and also
performed in fashion industrials. It was during this time that he discovered his passion for choreography
and teaching. After graduating from high school, Shayne was hired as a dancer by Norwegian Cruise Lines and was
subsequently hired for performance contracts as dance captain and choreographer as well as to direct and install
new shows on their biggest ships. Shayne is on the faculties of the Schools of Alberta Ballet and Decidedly Jazz and
has danced with the DJD Company since the spring of 2009.

NATASHA KORNEY, DANCER

Natasha began pursuing dance at the age of 13, specifically in the styles of Hip-Hop, Jazz, Modern,
Contemporary and African Dance. As part of her training she spent two years as a pre-professional
student at the School of Decidedly Jazz and in 2010 commenced a Bachelor of Arts degree in the Dance
Program at the University of Calgary. She has performed in shows such as Slammin’ Berry Jam, Alberta
Dance Festival, Mainstage, DJD’s pre-professional show Footprints, and Why Dance 3D. In 2011 she joined
the ILLFX dance crew participating in several performances with the crew. This is Natasha’s second season
with DJD and looks forward to performing with the Company for the 2013/2014 season.

BRIAN MACNEIL, LIGHTING DESIGNER

Brian has served as lighting designer and technical director for theatre and dance since attending Grant
MacEwan College in the early 1980s, including involvement with premieres, touring, and commercial
ventures. He is also a practitioner of scenic décor for film and television. Regular participation at Dancers’
Studio West has involved Alberta Dance Festival, Artists in Residence, Form Fusion, and M-Body. Stage
productions for Theatre Encounter include Heart of Darkness, Waiting for Godot, Medea, The Glass
Menagerie, and Caligula. Recently, Brian was in residence at The Banff Centre for Making of Treaty 7, a
project in current development.

DINOU MARLETT-STUART, DANCER

After dancing for 12 years in Calgary, Dinou traveled to England to attend Performers Dance College
where she completed a three-year degree program and then danced professionally for two years in
many lead roles in original productions throughout England. Since returning to Calgary in 1994, Dinou
has been teaching, as well as producing, choreographing and performing in various projects such as
Calgary Cares and Alberta Dance Explosions. She was a guest artist in the DJD school show Live & in Sync
(2001) and Kimberley Cooper’s Popular (2001) for OYR’s High Performance Rodeo. She understudied
roles in Perched on the Edge of a Quarter Note and was a full-time company member from 2002-04.
Dinou was blessed with a daughter in 2004 and since then, has had a chance to work with Kimberley
Cooper as Rehearsal Director for the Bravo!FACT production of Distemper and DJD’s in Charcoal and Crimson.
She returned to DJD in 2007 with a new vision of her craft and has also danced in a variety of shows including
AIR at DSW and the Bravo!FACT video Swing Fling Thing. She is grateful for the support of her family and friends
in continuing her career.

DECIDEDLY JAZZ DANCEWORKS



JONATHAN McCASLIN, bRUMS

Born in Winnipeg and raised in Regina, Jonathan began playing the drums at the age of nine and
progressed through the Regina Lions Junior Band and the music program at Campbell Collegiate, soon
developing a passion for playing the drums and jazz. In 1999 Jon graduated, with distinction, from the
Jazz Studies program at McGill, where he had the opportunity to study with some of Canada’s finest jazz
educators including Gordon Foote, Kevin Dean, Jan Jarcyzk, Chris McCann, Andre White, Michel Lambert
and Dave Laing. He also attended The Banff Centre’s prestigious summer jazz workshop in 1997, where
he performed with Canadian jazz greats Hugh Fraser, Don Thompson and Kenny Wheeler. In the spring
of 2002 McCaslin completed his Master’s in Jazz Studies at McGill where he studied jazz drumming,
improvisation and composition. In 2012 he released his album Sunalta on the Cellar Live jazz record label featuring
Brad Turner, Phil Dwyer, Tilden Webb and Jodi Proznick, which was nominated for the 2013 Western Canadian Music
Awards in the Best Jazz Recording category. McCaslin is a Doctoral Candidate through the U of T and is completing
his dissertation on the conceptualization of contemporary melodic jazz drumming. He is currently based in Calgary
where he maintains a busy performing and teaching schedule across Canada.

SCOTT REID, SET DESIGNER

Scott is happy to be back at DJD. Some selected design credits for DJD are Spontaneous Combustion,
The Great Jazz History Mystery, Wilds, Perched on the Edge of @ Quarter Note, Longing for the Invisible,
and Evanescence. Scott has also designed Fumbling Towards Ecstasy, The Seven Deadly Sins, Songs of
a Wayfarer, Requiem (Alberta Ballet); several playRites Festivals, East of Berlin, Half Life (ATP); Mom’s
the Word, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, A Raisin in the Sun (Theatre Calgary); Othello
(set and projections), The Inventor (projections), Little Women (set and projections), Faust (co-design),
Dead Man Walking (co-design) (Calgary Opera); The Cunning Little Vixen, A Midsummer Night’s Dream
(The Banff Centre), and /n the Heat of the Night, Rebecca, Blood Relations (Vertigo).

CARSTEN RUBELING, TROMBONE

Carsten is originally from Rocky Mountain House. He has studied and performed in Toronto and Berlin,
and recently completed his graduate studies at the Aaron Copland School of Music in New York City.
Carsten is the trombone instructor at Mount Royal University and enjoys playing a wide variety of music.
Carsten has performed and/or recorded with Sean Jones, Ingrid Jensen, Seamus Blake, David Braid,
Michael Kaeshammer, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, the Foothills Brass and has opened for
Branford Marsalis, Christian McBride, and Dianne Reeves.

KALEB TEKESTE, DANCER

Kaleb is a Calgary based dancer, choreographer and teacher. In 2004 he joined DJD’s Professional
Training Program and in 2006 he understudied Kimberley Cooper’s in Charcoal and Crimson. As fate
would have it, he found himself jumping into a role a few days before opening night thus marking his
debut with DJD. Kaleb has choreographed for Slammenberry Jam, Dance Montage, Alberta Dance
Explosions, Calgary Cares and several of DJD’s bi-annual dancer-choreographed evenings. In addition
to performing with crews the Original Rudes and ILLFX, in 2010 he danced in a short film/commercial
in conjunction with the Vancouver Winter Olympics and has performed with artists such as the Black
Eyed Peas, Snoop Dogg and Jully Black. Kaleb recently took two years away from Calgary to study in
Montreal (supported by an Alberta Foundations for the Arts grant) and to travel and study abroad. This is Kaleb’s
fifth season with the Company and he is thrilled to be a part of this incredible show and journey.

BETTER GET HIT IN YOUR SOUL
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Music used by permission from
The Mingus Foundation.



ACT ONE

HAITIAN FIGHT SONG

DANCED BY the Company

“"Haitian Fight Song, to begin with, could just as well be called
Afro-American Fight Song. It has a folk spirit, the kind of folk
music I've always heard anyway. It has some of the old Church
feeling too. | was raised a Methodist but there was a Holiness

church on the corner, and some of the feeling of their music,

which was wilder, got into our music.”

HOBO HO

DANCED BY the Company

“"Here is a piece | wrote in 1939 and | wrote it like this because

I thought in 1939 | would probably get it recorded someday...

Had | been born in a different country or had | been born

white, | am sure | would have expressed my ideas long ago.”

PASSIONS OF A MAN

DANCED BY Marc

“In my music, I'm trying to play the truth of what | am. The reason
it’s difficult is because I’'m changing all the time.”

CUMBIA AND JAZZ FUSION

DANCED BY Audrey and Natasha

“Imissed you two. You're like a fantastic dream of the supremely
greatest beauties gathered for a contest from throughout the
entire universe.”

UNTITLED ORIGINAL
COMPOSITION

INTRO DANCED BY Kaleb and Dinou

PIECE DANCED BY Catherine and Shayne,
Natasha and Marc, Dinou and Kaleb

“A minute ago they were battling - now they’re in each other’s arms.”

MO

TRIO AND GROUP DANCERS,

MODE E

SINGLE SOLOS AND GROUP DANCE,

MODE F

GROUP AND SOLO DANCE FROM THE ALBUM THE
BLACK SAINT AND THE SINNER LADY

DANCED BY the Company

"I wrote the music for dancing and listening. It is true music
with much and many of my meanings. It is my living epitaph
from birth till the day | first heard of Bird and Diz. Now it is
me again.

ACT TWO

CHILDREN’S HOUR OF DREAM

DANCED BY The Company

“Let my children have music! Let them hear live music. Not noise.

My children! You do what you want with your own!”

“I'll kill the little yella coward! Come on, schitt-face Charliel Come

on bow-legs!”

“Wow! Does my boy react! He screams with rage! Scum! Sissy!

Coward bluff! Punk! Punk! Punk!”

PITHECANTHROPUS
ERECTUS

DANCED BY Kaleb, Marc and Shayne
TEXT BY Charles Mingus from Beneath the Underdog

“In other words | am three...”

TONIGHT AT NOON

DANCED BY Audrey, Catherine, Dinou, Natasha

“When you exited after that | thought, ‘'That man’s really afraid

of Juan’s knife and at the speed he’s going he’s probably home
in bed by now. But no, back you came through the same door
with your bass still intact. For a moment | was hopeful you'd
decided to sit down and play but instead you slashed Juan’s
chair in two with a fire axe! Really, Charles, that's destructive.”

GOOD-BYE PORKPIE HAT

DANCED BY Kaleb, Shayne and Marc

“You see, they were talking when they played. They were telling

stories about their lives. And that’s what we do. We represent
a long line of facts.”

BETTER GET HIT IN YO’ SOUL

Danced by the Company

“"Good jazz is when the leader jumps on the piano, waves his

arms, and yells. Fine jazz is when a tenorman lifts his foot in
the air. Great jazz is when he heaves a piercing note for 32
bars and collapses on his hands and knees. A pure genius
of jazz is manifested when he and the rest of the orchestra
runaround the room while the rhythm section grimaces and
dances around their instruments.”

FUNERAL

Joni Mitchell

MYSELF WHEN | AM REAL

DANCED BY the Company

The day Mingus died in Mexico, January 5, 1979 at age 56, 56
sperm whales beached themselves on the Mexican coastline.
The following day, Mingus was cremated, the whales were too.

Quotes compiled from; Beneath the Underdog, Tonight at Noon, Liner notes from The Clown, The Black Saint and the Sinner Lady,

Let My Children Hear Music, the internet.

BETTER GET HIT IN YOUR SOUL



10

DJD ORGANIZATION

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kimberley Cooper

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kathi Sundstrom

CO-FOUNDERS

Vicki Adams Willis
FOUNDER IN RESIDENCE

Michéle Moss
Hannah Stilwell

ARTISTIC

Sarisa F. de Toledo
ARTISTIC ASSOCIATE

DANCERS
Audrey Gaussiran
Marc Hall

Catherine Hayward
Shayne Johnson
Natasha Korney
Dinou Marlett-Stuart
Kaleb Tekeste

ADMINISTRATION

Jaime Emond
BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR/
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Carly Mulenga
DANCE SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR/
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR
Anita Huynh
BOOKKEEPER

Nadia Singleton

DEVELOPMENT AND
COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE

PRODUCTION

Cameron Clowe
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

Monty Schneider
PRODUCTION COORDINATOR

THE SCHOOL OF
DECIDEDLY JAZZ

Kirstin Anderson

DANCE SCHOOL MANAGER/
MARKETING COORDINATOR

Joanne Baker
DANCE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL/

ARTS IN EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Jamie Freeman Cormack

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

DANCE SCHOOL
RECEPTIONISTS

Morgan Arthurson
Dana Coldwell
Alora Popow
Francesca Annibale

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

Erin Waite, PRESIDENT
CONNECTIONS

Ella Stuart, VICE PRESIDENT
SHAW COMMUNICATIONS INC.

Nancy Diep, SECRETARY
BLAKES, CASSELS & GRAYDON LLP

Susan Scullion, TREASURER
RAISE PRODUCTION INC.

DIRECTORS

Sharma Christie
COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL

Jim Ebbels

KASIAN ARCHITECTURE INTERIOR
DESIGN AND PLANNING LTD.

Kathy Fidyk
MURPHY OIL CORPORATION

Angelique Fitzmartyn
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Bird Mack
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Claudia Moore
MATERIAL INSIGHT

Nancy Olsen
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

Savana Radley
RADLEY CONSULTING INC.
Nandini Somayaji
DELOITTE TAX LAW LLP

COMPANY INSTRUCTORS
JAZZ

Joanne Baker

Sarisa F. de Toledo

Jamie Freeman Cormack

Laura Kleiner

Hannah Stilwell

Vicki Adams Willis

BALLET
Wendy Wright

IMPROVISATION
Vicki Adams Willis

YOGA
Yoga Passage

FITNESS
Heaven’s Fitness

Karen Vouri
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

The Calgary Fitness Table

ACCOMPANIST
Anna Wojciechowski

CONSULTING
PROFESSIONALS

Ackah Business Immigration Law
Broken Box Studios

The Calgary Fitness Table
Patricia Maybury

Core Health Group Inc

Dr. Mike Good

Dana Corkey Copywriting Services
Cornerstone Technologies
Heaven’s Fitness

Greg Horton

Trudie Lee Photography

Material Insight

Terra Plum, PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Susan Ruf

Pat Schneider

Tamara Shawa

So Jennuine Photography
Spectrum HR Law LLP

Glenn Sundstrom

Margot Thornton Photography

Karen Vouri,
PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER

Westside Sports Physiotherapy
Hugh Saunders

Yoga Passage

Tracy Mann

DECIDEDLY JAZZ DANCEWORKS



DECIDEDLY JAZZ

_ DANCEWORKS’
APRIL 24 = MAY'S, 2014 BROFESSIONAL
TRAINING PROGRAM

Decidedly Jazz Danceworks’ Professional Training
Program is an eight-month intensive training
experience dedicated to the development of skilled
and knowledgeable jazz dance artists. The program
runs Mondays to Fridays, September to May, with
three hours of training each day. Participants study
Jazz, Ballet, Tap, Jazz Improvisation, West African,
Traditional Afro-Cuban Forms, Swing, Latin, Core
Strength, Jump Rhythm Jazz Style, DJD Repertoire,
Jazz History and Jazz Music Appreciation.

Through a national audition process, the program
attracts talented dancers from across Canada. With
only 10 to 15 students being accepted each year,
participants receive continuous individual feedback and
guidance that encourages them to strive for excellence
and attain their full potential as dance artists.

University of Calgary Dance Department students can
receive credit for participation in DJD’s Professional
Training Program.

Annual Audition Tour held each spring. Dates and
locations to be announced in December, 2013.

For more information, contact Program Director
Jamie Freeman Cormack at jfcormack@shaw.ca.

Things are looking pretty flat when the world’s
dancers lose all their jazz. Now, it’s up to the coolest
Sleuth to search for clues and find the missing jazz.
With help from the mysterious and zany guide “The
Vibe,” and a few tricks from the dancers, he searches
high and low, now and then, here and there and
everywhere, around the world and back again...and
discovers that jazz dance is a lot closer than we think!

Natasha Korney spent two years as a Professional
Training Program student with Decidedly Jazz

Danceworks and through the generous support of
Enbridge was offered an apprenticeship position in

SUITABLE FOR GRADES K- 6 the 2012 - 2013 Season.
DURATION:
45 minutes plus question and answer session DJD thanks Enbridge and RBC for their ongoing support

of emerging artists in our community and beyond!

@NBRIDGE | [Projes

VISIT OUR NEW EDUCATION WEBSITE:
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DECIDEDLY JNZZ

CALGARY'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DANCE SCHoOOL

ALL AGES. ALL LEVELS. CLASSES OFFERED IN

JAZZ, BALLET, WEST AFRICAN, FUNK, TAP,
HIP HOP, MODERN, BOLLYWOOD AND MORE

WINTER SESSION January 11 - April 26, 2014 SUMMER SESSION July 8 - August 14, 2014

SPRING SESSION May 5 - June 28, 2014 SUMMER CAMPS FOR AGES 5-17 July & August 2014

TO REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 403-245-3533 OR VIsIT WWW.DECIDEDLYJAZZ.COM




DECIDEDLY JNZZ

D ANUCEWOREKSS

arts

in education programs

Transforming Lives...One Student at a Time
DJD is deeply committed to sharing our love of jazz music
and dance with schools and providing top quality
instruction in a fun and energetic atmosphere.

ARTIST IN SCHOOLS
RESIDENCY PROGRAM

DJD visits schools to teach an Shaw )
intensive series of workshops that
introduce students to the spirit and
history of jazz dance.

CHILDREN’S BURSARY FUND

G'\ CWC
Community support has enabled E‘\g’ Poumistion
DJD to offer subsidized dance VAR

classes to hundreds of children from S
low-income families since 1997. PRIVATE DONORS N,
DANCE COMPANY IN AN ANONYMOUS
RESIDENCE AT
CONNAUGHT SCHOOL
D_JD company members visit this «CALGARY
inner-city E.S.L. school to teach FOUNDATION

FOR CALGARY FOREVER

jazz dance to the student body.

“THE GREAT JAZZ HISTORY MYSTERY”
SCHOOL TOUR

This season thousands of elementary
students will enjoy this new interactive
show about the history of jazz. The
tour also helps emerging artists from
our Professional Training Program to
gain valuable performance experience.

Touring from April 24 - May 9, 2014

DECIDEDLY JAZZ ARTISTIC
DEVELOPMENT FUND

DJD is one of the only dance companies
in North America that funds a
portion of its dancers' professional
development costs.

Bring the spirit and energy of
Decidedly Jazz Danceworks to your school.

Please contact: Joanne Baker at
403-616-9640 or jobaker@decidedlyjazz.com

MARCH 28 - APRIL 6, 2014

GALA NIGHT APRIL 3
Theatre Junction GRAND

@ 0 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000 00

Enjoy an evening that features selections from
past works of the great jazz dance dame herself
Vicki Adams Willis. Set to Ellington’s tune by the
same name, Dancers in Love was one of the first
duets Vicki choreographed on Hannah Stilwell
and Michéle Moss for DJD’s first production, Body
and Soul in 1984. Curated by DJD’s new Artistic
Director Kimberley Cooper, this performance will
feature some of Vicki’s great duets and other
pieces accompanied by a live band.

TO GET TICKETS TODAY, CALL 403-245-3533
oRr VISIT WWW.DECIDEDLYJAZZ.COM




KEY SEASON SUPPORTERS

SEASON SPONSORS PRODUCTION PARTNERS
SUNCOR )  CALGARY HERALD imperta Oi Firstnerey  ExecSuite
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ARTS IN EDUCATION PARTNERS

AN ANONYMOUS FUND AT

‘ RBC
L )
é?nmmpcs Shaw) MC&Y (éiﬁ‘i‘:“ , | |Emergng arists
Ao —_—
EVENT SPONSOR JAZZ ROOTS CLUB PARTNER
Macquarie Group _L :-. i
Foundation Dl pwe w

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
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FACILITY UPDATE!



TAKE A BOW

CASH DONATIONS

Heartfelt thanks to our supporters listed below for recognizing the importance of the arts. Your gifts directly enrich DJD’s
ability to innovate and lead within the jazz art form.

Please also join us in a round of applause to everyone who supported djd by attending our annual dance class marathon
(October 20, 2013), Turn Up the Get Down Gala (April 10, 2013) and possessed (March 9, 2013).

#1RHYTHM CLUB

The first of many jazz
appreciation societies
founded in 1933

Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Calgary Arts Development
Canada Council for the Arts
The Calgary Foundation

Community Spirit Grant
Program

Kanovsky Family Foundation
Enbridge Inc.

FirstEnergy Capital Corp.
Imperial Oil Foundation

RBC Foundation

Macquarie Group Foundation
Allan Markin

Nancy Olsen & Scott Inglis
Jean Simpson

Suncor Energy Inc.

Anne Hawthorne-McPherson &
Don McPherson

The Rozsa Foundation
TransCanada
David & Penny Wilson

BIG EASIES

“The Big Easy” is the
nickname for New
Orleans, the birthplace
of jazz

Andrea Brussa

The Anonymous Fund at
The Calgary Foundation

CIBC Children’s Foundation

Jason Cormack &
Jamie Freeman Cormack

PricewaterhouseCoopers
Shaw Communications Inc.
C.A. Siebens

BLUE NOTES

The flattened notes
fundamental to blues -
oriented jazz & the name
of a famous record label

Anonymous through the United
Way of Calgary & Area

Anonymous Donor at United
Way of Greater Toronto

Will Burton
Shivon C.
Jim Davidson
Nancy Diep
Martin Molyneaux &
Deborah Yedlin
Cody Slater &
Bernadette Geronazzo
The Horton Family Fund at
The Calgary Foundation
Osten-Victor Fund at
the Calgary Foundation
United Way of Calgary,
Donor Choice Program
The Van Staalduinen Family

BETTER GET HIT IN YOUR SOUL

RUG CUTTERS

The term describing a very
good swing dancer, the

most popular dance style
in the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s

2 Anonymous
Athena Resources Ltd.

Harry & Martha Cohen
Foundation

Virginia Dobson &
Dale Huntingford

Judith Dwarkin
Angelique Fitzmartyn
Kipp Horton

Trisha James

Brenda Mackie

Karen Mark & Geoff
Carrington

Barry McKinnon
Geri & Alan Moon
Claudia Moore & Mike Jensen

National Captioning -
Rena Nathanail

Nexen Inc.

Rowland Nichol

Gail O’ Reilly
section23 group

Jock & Diana Osler
Alex Osten

Alice Patrick

Mary Rozsa de Coquet

Howard Sangwine &
Chris Patton

Kathi Sundstrom
Margaret & Glenn Sundstrom
Darlene Switzer-Foster

Mary A. Tidlund Charitable
Foundation

Dawn Tinling & Dave Poulton
Paula Tyler

Peter & Carol Ann Williams
S. Wolfe

CAKE WALKERS

The cake walk was a high-
strutting competitive
dance originated by
plantation slaves (the
best dancers won a cake)

2 Anonymous
Vicki Adams Willis

Elizabeth Bachinsky -
In honour of Chris Reimer
Legacy Fund

Jon Beatty

Susan Bennett &
Carl Calantone

The late John Boreta
S & J Brown

Dr. Ted Busheikin &
Catherine Ford

Cheryl Cohen
Dr. Martha Cohen
Kimberley Cooper

In Honour of Florentina
Constantinescu

Jim & Bonnie Ebbels
Enbridge VIP Program
Anne Flynn

David & Beverley Foy

Brad Gilmour &
Jane Allinson Gilmour

Glenfinnan Developments Ltd.
Larissa & Paul Groch
Janet Harvie & Britt Simmons

The Nancy & Bill Hay Family
Fund at the Calgary
Foundation

Sally Healy Design Ltd.
Heart & Soil Gardening
Trisha James

Laura Lynch

Bird Mack & Allan Zivot
Tim K. Mah

Brian Mahoney

Grit & Scott McCreath In
Honour of Sharma Christie &
Malika Srivastiva

Patricia & Sherrold Moore
Carol D. Navickas

Tracie & Todd Noble

Katie & Paul Pearlman

Savana Radley

The Reimer Family

Susan Ruf

Bonnie & Lorne Scott

Susan & Stephen Scullion
Valerie Seaman

Shep Secter & Marina Paperny
Don Sekora

Tamara Shawa

Susan Tyrrell & Brian Mills
Jane & Michael Vernon
Michael & Carole Wensley
Maurice Yacowar & Anne Petrie

LINDY HOPPERS

The couples who improvise
the heart-stopping dance
that marked the height of
the swing era

2 Anonymous

Denise Allan

Stephen Brink

Laura L. Burt

Rochelle Caron

Cenovus Employee Foundation
Jane Ebbern & Kevin Johnston
Sandra Folkins

In Memory of Amelia Geronazzo
Jeanne Lougheed

Sylvia Madder

Brian McClennon

R. Jack Mclvor

Gordon Tait

Mark & Alice Wayne

Jody Wood & Quentin Pittman

FEETWARMERS

The affectionate name
for the band (or dancers)
keeping the dance floor hot

5 Anonymous

Anonymous through
the United Way Ottawa

Sandra Adams
Maureen Armitage
Susan Armstrong
Joanne Baker
Harindesjit Basra
Barbara R. Beaton
Shawn Chamberlain
Catharine Clayton
Christy Clement

John Cosgrove

Jan Damery

Nancy & Raani Desai
Lynn Dittmer

Eleonora Drakou
Anne-Marie & Bill Duma
Encana Cares Foundation
Lynette Featherstone
Maria & Paul Figueroa
Brian Fisher

Beverly Fujino

Dianne Goodman
Sharon Hanwell

Kirk M. Holloway

Kyra Huntingford
Corine Jansonius
Glenda Kowlessar
Naomi Lacey

Elaine & Harold Lemieux
Sylvia Madder

Ann Mallory

Kathleen McDowell
Gayle McPhee

The Late Vivian McKercher
Sheila Navrady

Gail Niinimaa

Lisa Poole

In Honour of Karen Mark &
Geoff Carrington’s Wedding

Christina Siauw

Wayne & Martha Stewart
Reva Stilwell

Keltie Stowkowy

Dr. Elu Thompson

Dr. Biljana Trpkova

Allan & Pamela Twa
Chris Ward

Shirley Watson

Kelly Whelan

NorthStar Project Solutions

RHYTHM SECTION

The musicians who
provide the rhythmic
foundation of a jazz
ensemble

5 Anonymous

Ardis Chen - See

Gloria Dalton

In Honour of Dave & Lise

In Honour of Daina McCowan
In Honour of Robin Peesker
Joan Dods

Anne-Marie & Bill Duma
Nick Finn

Maria Gatti

Carol Green

Lucinda Neufeld

Diane Scott

Lisa Silver

Susan Webb

MATCHING GIFT
COMPANIES

Cenovus Energy, Cenovus
Employee Foundation

Enbridge Inc.

EnCana Cares Foundation
Macquarie Group Foundation
Nexen Inc.

Shaw Communications Inc.
Team TELUS Cares
TransCanada

To the best of our knowledge, this list reflects
donations received from January 1, 2012 -
November 1, 2013. Please call Nadia Singleton
403-228-8183 to make your gift or to advise us
of any changes or omissions so we may correct

our records. Thank you.
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A ROUND OF APPLAUSE

IN KIND DONATIONS

Countless thanks to the following supporters who contributed items and services in-kind to DJD and to our special events
-including the dance marathon, gala and possessed. Special thanks also to the consulting professionals listed on page 10
who generously donate their time and talents to DJD.

We encourage you to support those businesses that support us!

#1RHYTHM CLUB

The first of many jazz
appreciation societies
founded in 1933

The Calgary Herald
Heavens Fitness

BIG EASIES
“The Big Easy” is the

nickname for New Orleans,

the birthplace of jazz

Canadian Rocky Mountain
Resorts

ExecSuite

BLUE NOTES

The flattened notes
fundamental to blues -

oriented jazz & the name
of a famous record label

Cameron Roberts
Hotel Arts
Westjet

RUG CUTTERS

The term describing a

very good swing dancer,
the most popular dance

style in the 1920’s, 30’s
and 40’s

Anonymous

Nathalie Boisvert
Photography

Calgary Anti Aging Spa
Maria Curcic -
Le Chapeau Rouge

ELEMENT Integrated
Workplace Solutions

Paul Van Ginkel
Paul Howell
Sharon Karst
Dollie Von Karstedt
Ella Stuart

Paul Whidden

Jan A. Wittig

Management Consulting

Zyn Wine

CAKE WALKERS

The cake walk was a high-

strutting competitive
dance originated by
plantation slaves (the

best dancers won a cake)

Balloons Canada
Carriage House Inn
The Ginger Group
Glenmore Audi
IONART

Jarvis Hall Fine Frames
Yvette Kroeker
Eleanor Pidgeon
Renfrew Furs

River Cafe

Michelle Screpnechuk
Nandini Somayaj
Solid Woodwork
Chris Tutty

Vans

Vektra Lighting
Sharon Lynn Williams
Kathryn Ward

Mike Ward

Tamar Zenith -
Newzones Gallery of
Contemporary Art

LINDY HOPPERS

The couples who
improvise the heart-
stopping dance that
marked the height of
the swing era

Borgo Trattoria

Ross Bradley

Lisa Brawn

The Calgary Fitness Table

Calgary Opera

Capture the Flag

CaVaBien Hair Studio &
Day Spa

Cookbook Co. Cooks
Catering Ltd.

Crowfoot Village Honda
David Fisher Photography
Downtown Vision Care
Fringe Hair Salon

Ginger Laurier

Haworth Interiors

Helly Hansen Leisure
Holiday Inn Conference

Centre Calgary Downtown

Jason Krahn

Jerome Hair Salon

Leo Boutique

Mad Science

Mealan Women'’s Finery
Nancy Olsen & Scott Inglis
Peaseblossoms

Primitive Culture

Rubaiyat

Teatro

Village Brewery

Willow Park Wines & Spirits
The Wine Shop

FEETWARMERS

The affectionate name
for the band (or dancers)
keeping the dance
floor hot

80th & lvy

Accent on Design

Alberta Ballet

Alberta Theatre Projects
Angles Salon & Spa

ATCO Group

Bondars Fine Furniture
Britannia Wine Merchants
Brava Bistro

Jim Brown

Butter Beauty Parlour
Caffé Beano

Calgary Philharmonic
Orchestra

Chinook Optical

Sharma Christie

Cibo

Coco & Violet

Local 510

LunaLuna

Escoba

Gravity Espresso & Wine Bar

Christy Hayne & Clark Terriff
HedKandi

Herschel Supply Co.

INLIV - Full Circle Health
Janet Horbacio Photography
Kricket’s

The Living Room

RHYTHM
SECTION

The musicians who
provide the rhythmic
foundation of a jazz
ensemble

The Brow Studio

Calgary International
Children’s Festival

Calgary Zoo
Candela
Charcut Roast House

EPCOR CENTRE for the
Performing Arts

Omega Spa

Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Pacey’s...Real Life Clothes
Purple Orchid

Red Earth Salon & Spa

Dean Stanton

Starbucks Coffee Company

Stenia Health and High Fitter First
Performance Forte Musical Theatre
Stikeman Elliott LLP )
M ¢ Sundst Inspirati
argaret Sundstrom Pita Pit

Taste Restaurant

Theatre Calgary

Wayne Thomas
Ticketmaster Canada Ltd.
UNA Pizza & Wine
Vertigo Theatre

Visage De Bebe

Watch It!

The Yoga Studio

Zu Hair Salon

Priddis Greens Golf &
Country Club

Rose & Crown Pub
Sidewalk Citizen Bakery
Stella & Dot

Sugo ltalian Food & Win

To the best of our knowledge, this list reflects donations received
from January 1, 2012 - November 1, 2013. Please call Nadia Singleton
at 403-228-8183 to make your gift or to advise us of any changes or
omissions so we may correct our records. Thank you again!

0 Ssessed

DECIDEDLY JNZZ

DANCEWOREKS

SATURDAY,
APRIL 12, 2014

N9 - 11 AVENUE SW.

403-245-3533
WWW.DECIDEDLYJAZZ.COM

DECIDEDLY JAZZ DANCEWORKS



THE

CONNECTS JAZZ
ENTHUSIASTS IN SUPPORTING
THE VIBRANT SPIRIT AND
ellgTISTIC EXCELLENCE

TO JOIN OR FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE
CONTACT NADIA SINGLETON AT 403-228-8183

BETTER GET HIT IN YOUR SOUL

CURRENT DONORS

This list reflects donations received January 1, 2012 - November 1, 2013.
*Send a Kid to Camp Supporter
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